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urn ROYAL HIGHNESS = 
THE DUCHESS OF GLOUCESTER. 


Maran, 


\HE very hi EY ab you have 
been pleaſed to confer upon me, 

Sag permitting the following work to 
be ſheltered under your patronage, de= 
mands the warmeſt gratitude a ſenſible 
mind can feel. 
15 5 will . the common dedicatory 
language, enlarge on thoſe virtues, and 
that condeſcending goodneſs, for which 
your Royal Highneſs is ſo eminently 
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Avia by all — have the ho- 

nour of being known to you; for merit 
generally acknowledged, and never diſ- 
puted, can receive no addition to its 
brightneſs. from the feeble, tho' heart- 
felt, praiſes of an humble individual: 
nor can that exalted character, Which 
rather ſeeks to ſhun than cburt popular 
applauſe, and finds, in the conſcious 
delight of its own beneficence and ge- 
neroſity, more real gratification than the 
loudeſt plaudits could beſtow, receive 
pleaſure from adulation. Under this 
conviction, Madam, I. ſuppreſs the feel- 
| ings of my heart from! Burſting” forth 
into grateful _—_ ” pars 
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Tis with the higheſt RR and dif- 
fidetice I preſume to ſolicit your" Royal 
Highneſs to peruſe the following ſheets 
| with indulgence. They were written 
| under a painful cor n 
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— te when torturing ain threw: a 
cloud over the brightneſs of fancy, and. 
; precluded. every attempt to wit of hu- 
mour. - Conſcious of its numberleſs 
imperfections, no one can think more 
f Pa of the work than myſelf. Va- 75 
and hai, e not ure merit 
from the performance, I feel myſelf 
compelled to entreat a favourable judg- 
ment on the only claim I can adduce, 
that if the ſtory is unintereſting, ur the 
language defective, at leaſt T have ſought 
to inſpire a love of truth and ſincerity, 
of an adherence to virtue from principle, 
which, though for a time it may be op- 
preſſed, never can be overcome; and to 
delineate a noble mind, that can ſubmit 
to temporal evils, rather than forfeit its | 
dignity and integrity of heart. If. my. 
powers have been too weak to do juſtice 
to the ſubject, I hope candour will give 
8 5 | FEM 


free 


r 


2 


r 


—— 
4 * Þ 

— — 2 
EF 
— 


Ne 
e eee 


— 


5 — of r 


3 — 


AA 


5 DEDICATION. 


than * for the Kerl | 


* n 
= * 2 8 Wa — 
— Es a x: 
—- 


me ſome little credit for the Gengn: 2 
and if, in a leiſure hour, your Royal High- 
neſs ſhould draw / but a trifling amuſe- 
ment from the peruſal, I ſhall be more 


- „ 7 3 'F x : i P 


6:47 kicks the honour: to remain, with 


pry 


profound * n eee 


4 

a 
* 
SV 1 


8 2 our | _ Highneſs's } 


* 


ver obli ged, grateful, 


T5 


an moſt devoted ſervan t, | 


ELIZA PARSONS, 


n A : 4 SE Wa o 1 5 
1 WP . 5 : * 3 =>, 2 - - 22 . 


LETTER — 


id 


MRS, MENVILLE TO MRS. BERTIE. 
Received your friendly congratulations, my  - 
dear madam, with that ſecret delight 
which ever attends ſelf- approbation, and the 
cConſciouſneſs of deſerving che eſteem of our 
Vor. 5 B 


friends. | 


Wi_ 


1 WOMAN AS SHE SHOULD BR. 


friends. Do not think me too vain in this 
exultation, when I have done away the ſur- 
priſe you expreſs at my union with Mr. 
Menville, and exculpated myſelf from the 
charge (delicately and obliquely hinted in- 
deed) of levity and change of ſentiment, I 
hope to ſtand acquitted, in your opinion at 
leaſt, whatever the cenforious world may 
think of me. But in order to do this, 1 muſt 
go back and briefly retrace ſome particular 
circumſtances in our family hiſtory, with 
which you are unacquainted, and which have 
gradually led to the event that now excites 
the wonder, and perhaps contempt of the 
inhabitants of this neighbourhood, and doubt- 
leſs occaſions many malignant whiſpers a- 
mongſt the ſmall circle of my acquaintance. 
That grandeur, and ambitious views made 
ng part of my character, I hope you know 
me well enough to believe, and however pre- 
ſent circumſtances may appear to contradict 
- that trait I wiſhed: to be diſtinguiſhed by, 
hen the motives which have influenced my 
conduct are laid before you, I dare promiſe 
myſelf 
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myſelf your approbation. Without any apo- 

logy therefore for the tedious detail I am 

about to enter upon, I ſhall call your atten» . 
yon back to the juvenile —_ of "y father. 


My grandfather, Sir Anchony Obvabdnils 


had been knighted by the late King, on pre- 


ſenting an addreſs from the county he had 
the honor to repreſent; when my father came 
of age, inherited a ſmall paternal eſtate of 
about ſix hundred a year; his fortune had 
originally been of twice that value, but the 
good knight delighted 'in company, and old 
Engliſh hoſpitality, and having the musfor- 
tune to loſe his wife at an early period of life, 
without any knowledge of 'ceconomy, or the 
management of a family, his diſburſements 
were entirely ſubmitted to the care of a ſtew- 
ard and houſe-keeper, who found their ac- 
count in his ignorance, and by almoſt imper- 
ceptible degrees, his old oaks were felled, the 
lands not entailed, diſpoſed of, and he paid 
conſiderable intereſt for money which the 


crafiy ſteward pretended to procure, but in 


* fact 
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fact ſupplied himſelf. Under ſuch manage- 
ment, no wonder the eſtate was reduced to 
leſs than half its original value, and had not 
1 Wa the ſudden: death of Sir Anthony, by the gout 
in his ſtomach, put a ſtop to their depreda- 
tions, in all probability my father would have 
found - himſelf encumbered with an eſtate, 
overwhelmed with debts, and ſuch heavy 
' mortgages, as were paſt redemption. On 
the death of his father, and diſmiſſion of the 
Reward and houſekeeper, he ſettled his af- 
fairs in the beſt manner poſſible, and on cloſing 
all accounts, found he had about ſix hundred 
a year left, an income by no means adequate 
to his expectations, nor ſuitable to the ex- 
penſive education he had received through 
the generoſity of his mother's brother, who 
being poſſeſſed of a very lucrative place un- 
der government, lived in a moſt elegant ſtyle, 
had ſent his nephew to one of the firſt ſemi- 
naries in England, from thence to Oxford; 
and when his ſtudies were compleated, ſent 
him abroad to make the tour of France and 
Nan. from whence he returned only four 
f months 


to 
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months previous to the death of his father; 
and juſt turned of two and twenty years of 
age. The diſorder he found in his affairs, 
and the little knowledge he had for proper- 
ly regulating them, compelled him to apply 
to Mr. Seymour, a gentleman of high emi- 
nence in his profeſſion as a lawyer, and yet 
more diſtinguiſhed for his worthy. character. 
By the afliſtance of this gentleman, and the 
advice of his uncle, his affairs were ſoon 
ſettled, and he was not a little mortified to 
find his comparative ſmall income ſo verx 
ſhort of his expectations; but having juſt 

reaſons to believe his uncle poſſeſſed an 

ample fortune, and that he muſt at one time 
or other enjoy it, he endeavaured to recon Ft 
_ cile himſelf to his firſt diſappointment, and 
confine: his expences waking the: bounds of | 
his 1 income. Tr 1 } $3240 ee or: 54 1 


ing n . time of his W cee in 1 
country, and his frequent viſits to Mr. Sey- 
mour, that gentleman's daughter e en 
and came to reſide with her family. Emily 


B 3 Seymour 
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Seymour was about ſeventeen, with a moſt 
_ amiable perſon, and bleſt with a very good 
heart and an excellent underſtanding. My 
father viewed- the young lady at firſt with 
perfect indifferenge, having ſeen and con- 
verſed with ſoine of the fineſt women in the 
world abroad; the unaffected manners of 
this young lady, were not likely to captivate 
a man at his time of life ; but frequent inter- 
views, and the many virtues which diſcover- 
ed themſelves in her behaviour and conver- 
ſation, inſenſibly engaged his attention, and 
ſometimes his admiration; in ſhort, in a very 
few weeks, he could find pleaſure in no ſo- 
ciety but in Mr. Seymour's family, and be- 
came almoſt an inmate of the houſe, His 
uncle had more than once wrote for him to 
come to town,. and was ſurpriſed a young 
fellow of ſpirit ſhould bury - himſelf in the 
country; but in vain were his perſuaſions, or 
re monſtrances; the attractions of Miſs Sey- _ 
mour had now entirely ſubdued my father's 
heart, and being well ſkilled in obſervations 
1 3 was. * ſhe beheld him 
with 
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with no unfavourable eye. He ſoon made a 
declaration of his paſſion, which was received 
| with a modeſt reſerve, an acknowledgment 
of the honor conferred! on her, and a reſe- 
rence to her parents. Mr. Seymour. had 
four younger children, conſequently the for- 
tune he could give his daughter was very 
moderate; an offer therefore, ſo advantage- 
ous as my father's, was not likely to be re- 
fuſed; it was indeed accepted with tranfport, 
and the young lady being authorized by her 
father, gave her lover no reaſon to doubt of 
her preference in his favour. Previous to 
the completion of the marriage, my father 
thought it highly proper to acquaint his 
uncle of his intentions, and invite him down 
to Oſwald Park. This intimation of his 
deſign, was not received as he could have 
wiſhed; a very angry letter announced his 
abſolute refufal of the invitation, and ever- 
laſting diſpleafure, if his nephew | 
himſelf by a match ſo unworthy of him; he 
added, “ Your father, by his indolence and 
„ has reduced the family eſtate 
B 4 and 
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and conſequence, and you, by an imprudent 
marriage, are going to ſink it entirely. Had 
you come to town, the moſt brilliant views 
attended you, and J ſhould have enjoyed the 
delight of ſeeing you reſtored to that opu- 
lence your anceſtors were diſtinguiſhed for; 
but you are your own maſter; my inclina- 
tions are known to you, if yours accord with 
mine, as I once. hoped they did, quit the 
park, and haſten to town; but if you are de- 
termined in your preſent purſuits, I bid you 
adieu for ever.” This letter from his uncle, 
4 gave my father infinite concern, though it 
made no alteration in his ſentiments; he felt 
the obligations, the grateful ties which bound 
him to ſo generous a benefactor, to whom he 
was indebted for all the advantages of edu- 
cation; but his heart was too firmly fixed in 
M.lilſs Seymour's poſſeſſion to be withdrawn, 
and his wiſhes being then moderated, and 
ſubdued by love, he preferred a competence 
with her, to all the brilliant proſpects his 
uncle talked of; he flattered himſelf alſo, 
that the old gentleman's diſpleaſure would 
F not 
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not be laſting; determined as he was to make 
every poſſible ſubmiſſion, and endeavour: to 
obtain a reconciliation; ' The neceſſary pre- 
| parations being ſoon made, my father was 
united to the amiable Miſs Seymour, whoſe - 
many virtues and goodneſs of heart, well 
_ juſtified my father's partiality, and promiſed 
fair to enſure his happineſs. Soon after his 
marriage, he made application to be re- in- 
| ſtated in his uncle's favour, but the old gen- 
tleman was immoveable; he reſiſted every 
attempt, returned his letters unopened, and 
forbid my father's name ever to be mention 
ed in his preſence. His nephew, though 
he painfully felt his diſappoiatment; and de- 
precated his uncle's diſpleaſure, found too 
much happineſs and conſolation in the fo- 1 
ciety of his beloved wife, to permit the loſs 
of his uncle's favour to interrupt his tranquil - | 
lity, or ſour his temper. Things went on in 
the ſame calm enjoyment of felicity for ſome 
years, during which period my mother brought 
my father three daughters, who all died in 
their infancy, to her great affliction; but five. 
Kg years 
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years after their marriage, I was born, the 
Year following my brother Anthony, and 
within two years after my brother Harry, 
W. which was all the children this dear and re- 
pectable mother ever had. From the time 
of my elder brother's birth, a viſible altera- 
tion took place in my father's diſpoſition, 
which was ſtill more obſervable on the birth 
of his fecond ſon; melancholy, peeviſhneſs, 
and a diſlike to ſociety, took place of that 
cheerfulneſs, that openneſs of heart, which 
endeared him to his family, and conciliated 
the eſteem of all his neighbours. My mo- 
ther beheld with inexpreſſible grief, the gloom 
which pervaded his countenance, and the 
miſanthropy which gained faſt on his diſpo- 
ſition unconſcious of any cauſe to occaſion 
this ſtrange dejection, ſhe carefully examined 
all her paſt actions, dreading leſt ſhe had, 
however innocently, given him offence; but 
the had no ſelf-reproach to encounter, uni- 
formly good and affectionate, attentive to his 
* {malleft wiſhes, ſhe could charge herſelf with 
no one omiſſion of her duties. Happy wo- 
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mm Oh may your example animate your 
beloved child to emulate your virtues, may 
ſhe remember her bright-pattern, and in the 
difficult path ſhe has now to go through, © 
conduct herſelf with that diſcretion which 

muſt enſure her happineſs in this life, and the 
ſociety of her. bleſſed mother in the life to 
come! forgive this apoſtrophe my dear Mrs. 
Bertie, you knew not tlie amiable woman 
whoſe death I am ſelfiſh enough ever to re- 
gret, though convinced ſhe is eternally happy. 
But to return, one day when my father and 
mother were walking in the park, and his 

dejection was but too oppreſſive to her feel- 
ings, taking his hand, ſne ſummoned reſolu- 
tion to ſay, © My deareſt Mr. Oſwald, do 
not be offended, nor think me impertinently 
inquiſitive, if I entreat to know the cauſe of 
that melancholy which has for ſome time 
taken place in your boſom, and which with 

| forrow and anxiety I ſee daily increaſe—tell 
me, I befeech you, have I been unhappy 
enough to offend you, or. has any misfortune 
an which I am unacquainted befallen you ?” 
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e No, my deareſt love (returned my father 
with a deep ſigh) No, you have never in 
word or deed given me a moment's diſplea- 


ſure. I am unhappy, I own, and I will no 
longer conceal the cauſe, but repoſe my 
griefs in your dear boſom, though alas! tis 
not in your power to afford me conſolation: 
know then, ever ſince the birth of our two 


* - boys, I have been miſerable; till then, I 


felt no regret for the loſs of that fortune the 


prodigality of my anceſtors deprived me of; 
I lamented the loſs of my uncle's favour, but 
1 never ſighed after his wealth; but now, 
_ conſider my ſituation, my eldeſt fon muſt 
inherit the very ſmall eſtate I poſſeſs, nor 


leave a poſſibility of providing for you or my 


other children, without burthening him, and 
reducing him to a ſituation unworthy of his 
name and birth; and even then, the ſlender 
_ proviſion that could be made for thoſe child- 


ren, muſt be very inſufficient to ſupport them 


Qecently, or entitle them to hope for any 


eſtabliſhment in life. Added to theſe melan- 
choly conſiderations, think by what means 
1 53 Ec . can 
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can I belbews. that education on than which 

becomes their birth, for though not enobled, 

my family is ancient and honourable, and 
till the preſent. repreſentative, 40 always lived 

in ſplendour. Such, my dear Emily, are the 

anxieties which prey on 2 mind, and dey 
1 = of reſt 00 Pages. aye 


My Mt ron was W ſhe filed the 
| Fatih of my father's reflections, and was in- 
capable of removing the weight of them 
from his mind; moderate in her deſires; no 
anxiety for riches ; no family pride to ſup- 
port, ſhe thought only of bringing up her 
children good and virtuous, and fecuring to 
them a decent independance. Her eyes were 
now opened, ſhe beheld thoſe dear objects of 
her care in a different point of view, and con- 
ceived ſhe had done them an irreparable in- 
jury, by taking advantage of Mr. Oſwald's 
ſentiments in her favour, depriyving him of 

his uncle's affection and fortune, and pre- 
| venting his marrying . more ſuitable to his 
birth and expectations. * whelmed with 
1 theſe 
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= theſe + reflections, the was unable to ſpeak ; 
* ſurpriſed at her ſilence, turned, 
, anc 4 beheld her drowned in tears; my deareſt 
Emily, faid he, for heaven's ſake do not 
weep, I ſhalt never forgive myſelf for mak- 
ing you unhappy; ah, why can I not ſuffer 
without wounding her I love, and whoſe hap- 
pineſs f is the firſt wiſh of my heart. You 
are too good, wy replied my mother, *I am 
the fatal cauſe of all your diſtreſs, I ſee, I 
feel I am, bur I will henceforth deny myſelf 
every ſuperfluity ; I will retrench my ex- 
pences, and by the moſt rigid ceconomy, en- 
deavour to fave at leaſt what may enable you 
to educate your children; happy for them, if 
they had not been mine alſo.” My father em- 
braced her in an agony of grief, entreated her 
pardon, conjured her to forget what had paſt, 
affured her he would riſe above his gloomy 
idess, and endeavour to atone for the uneaſy 
hours he had occaſioned her. My mother 
appeared to be more compoſed, ſhe tried to 
be cheerful, and redoubled her attention and 


affection to him; but the very next day ſhe. 
b _ diſmiſſed 
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diſmiſſed her own woman, and one of the 
nurſery maids; in ſpite of my father's prayers 
and remonſtrances, ſhe. took the care of my 
brothers and ſelf entirely; ſhe regulated the 
expences of the family in ſuch a manner, as 
to give every uſual comfort and indulgence 


to my father, nay even to increaſe them, 


whilſt ſhe deprived herſelf of every thing but 
what was abſolutely neceſſary. In vain were 
all my father's prayers to prevail on her to 
alter her plan, ſhe always replied, < I only 
perform my duty, I find happineſs in ſo do- 
ing, do not with to make me hateful in my 
own eyes, I live only to ſee my children 
properly taken care of. The education of 
Emily, with your permiſſion, I ſhall take on 
myſelf, except the inſtructions of a dancing- 
maſter, and when our dear boys are of an 


age to go to a publick ſchool, I hope you 


will find the expence much leſs than you 
expect. Under the eye of this reſpectable 
mother was I brought up, cver indulgent 
and attentive. I found no trouble, no dif- 
fculty in obeying her commands, or profit- 


ng 
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\ ing by her leſſons; but my father cel 
with the moſt poignant | anguiſh, that her 
health gradually declined; he wearied him- 
ſelf in endeavours to amuſe her; tried to 
court the ſociety he had neglected, and preſ- 
ſed her to enter more into company; but ſhe 
always pleaded her engagements with her 
children, and aſſured him no ſociety could 
delight her like his, nor any converſation 
afford her equal amuſement to the prattling 
of her children. As he could not prevail on 
her to alter her plan, he diſguiſed his own 
feelings, and by cheerfulneſs and good humour 
ſought to diſperſe that anxiety which he ſaw 

too plainly injured her health. Thus things 
remained till I was about fourteen, my bro- 
thers being now of an age to go to a public 
ſchool, my father one morning was con- 
ſulting with my mother on the ſubject, after 
having agreed with him that it was time to 
place them abroad, ſhe went to her cabinet; 
and returning, gave into his hands a paper 
folded up, ſaying, You may remember my 
dear Mr. Oſwald, I once told you that when 
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our dear boys were arrived at an age to be 
ſent to ſchool, I hoped you- would find their 
education leſs expenſive than you expected 
in that paper, I hope my opinion will appear 
juſtified.” My father haſtily opened the 
paper alluded to, and to his infinite ſurpriſe; 
found bank notes to the amount of near eight 
hundred pounds—good heaven (he cried) 
how is this, and by what means came this 
ſum into your poſſeſſion? By the ſtrict ob- 
ſervance of prudence and œconomy, replied 
ſhe, with a ſmile; you may recollect, from 
that never to · be- forgotten day, when L ob- 
tained your confidence, I made an alteration 
in the houſhold, and the expences of the 
family; you continued to ſupply me with 
your uſual generoſity, I did not refuſe what 
was given me, but conſtantly laid by all that 
Je. was. ſuperfluous, and in the courſe of nine 
years; I have accumulated near twelye hund - 
red pounds, one third of which, with your - 
leave, I will reſerve for Emily, but if it can 
be of any particular uſe to you, command it 


vWithout reſerve.” Aſtoniſhment, for a m- 


— 
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ment, deprivedmy father of the power of ſpeak- 
ing, but recovering himſelf, he embraced 
her with the warmeſt affection; his expreſ- 
ſions were ſuitable to her merits, and on that 
day I well remember, I beheld the moſt per- 
fect pictùre of domeſtic happineſs that tis 
poſſible for the human mind to conceive. 
My father inſiſted upon her retaining the 

money, and only occaſionally to aſſiſt him 
whenever he ſhould: find the demands for the 
neceſſary expences of my brother's education 
inconvenient for him to diſcharge. They 
were ſent to Wincheſter; 1 had a dancing 
maſter; and for a fe months a muſic-maſter ; 
my mother, who played the harpſichord re- 
markably well, had herſelf inſtructed me, and 
a ſew leſſons from a capital maſter, enabled 
me to play tolerably, and as well as ſhe 
the happieſt” of my life; my days glided on 
with peace and ſerenity; needle-work, hiſ- 
tory, geography, French, with a little muſie 
und dancing, employed all my time, and oc- 
eppicd all my attention; nor was I left igno- 
nl N | rant 
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rant of thoſe neceſſary duties which are requir- 
ed from a miſtreſs of a family. This hap- 


paineſs was too perfekt to admit of duration; 


my mother's weakneſs gradually increaſed, 
her cough and want of reſt and appetite was 
too viſible, though ſhe made light of her 
complaints; my father dreadfully alarmed, 
| ſent to London for the beſt advice; the phy- 
fician came, and confirmed all our fears, I 
will not wound your feelings, my dear madam, 
by a deſcription of our. diſtreſs; for fox 
weeks we ſuffered inexpreſſible miſery; 
watching the hourly decline of this beloved; 
this ever dear and reſpectable mother; and 
it was one day when fitting by her bed-fide; 


that ſhe recounted to me the particulars 1 


have been relating to you; ſhe added, that 
animated by the impulſe of ſaving ſomething 
for the advantage of her children; ſhe had 
paid a more ſtrict attention to the manage 
ment of her family; and tis incredible, my 
dear girl, how much may be ſaved by a pru- 
dent ceconomy ; for as the largeſt ſortune is 
inſufficient for the demands of extravaganee 
8 and 
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and diſſipation, ſo a very moderate one will 
anſuwer for all the neceſſary, and even elegant 
arrangements in 4 well regulated family. 
' « You, my dear Emily,” (added ſhe with a 
ſigh) © are particularly circumſtanced, born 
of a reſpectable family; your little portion 
will be very inadequate to the expectations of 
ſuch as are on an equality with yourſelf, and 
men of ſmall fortunes can ill afford to marry. 
without one, for alas! a union of that ſort, 
where love only is conſulted, is productive 
of a thouſand bitter regrets. A young wo- 
| man, therefore ſhould be particularly cautious | 
how. ſhe engages her hand or heart, for 
though riches are by no means abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary to procure . eſs, yet a decent 
competence, ſuch as may enable a married 
| pair to-promiſe a proviſion for their children, 
is really eſſential to their felicity. Be care- 
ful therefore; my dear child, how you engage 
your affections ; let your father decide for 
you in that important point, and may you 
live to experience the ſame heart: felt plea- 
Sore 1 do at his moment, in the exultation of 
having 
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having given my children a virtuous exam- 
ple in their ſeveral duties, and in knowing 
that thoſe dear children have a natural good - 
neſs of heart and rectitude of principles. 


You will pardon me my dear madam, for 
this repetition of my excellent mother's 
words, which are indelibly imprinted in my 
mind. In about five days after this, her ſpirit 
fled to receive, in a bleſſed immortality, the 
reward of all her virtues! I muſt draw a veil 
over our ſorrows ; my father was long incon- 


ſolable, and reproached himfelf with having _ 


ſhortened her days, by an anxiety he had 
Planted in her boſom, and which bad TIE 
ber conflitution. BEL 


My ſole attenitioit was now directed to my 
only remaining parent; we ſaw but little 
company; the Rev. Doctor Ellis and his 
family were our chief intimates. That day 
which brought you on a viſit to thoſe reſpect- 
ed friends, I ſhall ever conſider as the firſt 
happy hour I had known from my mother's 
death; 
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death; for though my father was ever kind 
and indulgent ;-though Mrs. Ellis and her 
daughter were good and amiable, yet my 
heart had not met with one congenial to its 
own until that evening. Forgive my vanity 
if T think our hearts flew to meet each other, 
and a reciprocity of inclination, in a few hours 
united us more ſtrongly than years of what is 
generally called friendſhip. And now hav- 
ing brought down my little narrative to this 
intereſting period, I will cloſe this letter, and 
to-morrow morning reſume my pen; mean 
time I know I need not deſire you to judge 
favourably of me; one who has had the hap- 
pineſs of being eſteemed: by you, can never 
prove unworthy the diſtinction. Adieu, my 
dear Mrs. Bertie, my next ſhall quickly fol- 
ow, and fatisfy all Fay OY PAINE 


Vous lincerely, 


EMILY MENVILLE, 
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LETTER II. 


ARS. MENVILLE TO MRS. BERTIE. 


I Now reſume my pen, and proceed in my 

narrative. You well remember, I dare 
ſay, the day on which Captain Harley was 
preſented to us by his friend Mr. Clayton, 
our neighbour ; I ſhall fay nothing of his 
perſon or manners; you thought the firſt 
agreeable, the latter uncommonly elegant; 
our hearts were ever in uniſon, conſequentiy 
my opinion of both coincided with yours. 
The marked diſtinction he paid me then, and 
in his ſubſequent viſits, was generally ob- 
ſerved; my father appeared more pleaſed 
with him than any man he had ever converſed 

- with 
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with, and took ſome pains to be informed of 


his family, connexion and fortune; the firſt 


he heard was genteel, the other reſpectable, 
but that being a younger brother, he had 
only a ſmall eſtate, about three hundred a 


year, beſides his captain's commiſſion. His 


partiality in my favour was too obvious to be 
overlooked; you perceived it, Mrs. and 
Miſs Ellis did the ſame, and, I-will honeſtly 

own I was not diſpleaſed with his attentions. 


You were his confidant, and when he ſeized 
an opportunity of - conveying} his ſentiments 


cerity, © I had no particular preference to 


any gentleman; that I never would receive 
the addreſſes of any man but by my father's 
eee who ſhould always decide for 

On this he made application to my 


pvc through Mr. Clayton and Doctor 
Ellis; he requeſted time to conſider of it; 
Captain Harley's viſits were permitted, though 
vou know 1 carefully avoided any particular 


converſation with him. A few days after 


this my father called me into the library, and 
„Alter 
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aſter —_—_— the application made to him, 
addreſſed me in theſe words, You know 
my dear Emily, your fortune cannot exceed 
fifteen hundred pounds at my death, even in- 
cluding the ſum your angel mother ſaved for 
you, a poor proviſion for a young woman of 
family, and too trifling for any man of fortune 


to think of, therefore neither you nor myſelf 


Captain Harley is of a reſpectable family 
maſter of himſelf, accountable to no one, he 


offers you a decent independence at leaſt, and 
deſires your fortune, whatever it may be, ſhall 
be ſecured to yourſelf, His character: is 
unexceptionable, and I do not think you are 


entitled to expect a better offer; however, 
you my dear child ſhall decide; conſult your 
_ own inclinations, and they ſhall govern my. 
determination.” I told my father, and told 
him truly, © that I eſteemed Captain Har- 


ley, and felt obliged for the honour he did 
me in his declared preference, but as I had 
never ſuffered my inclinations to exceed that 
decorum every young woman ought to pre- 

VOL, I. C 1 
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have any right to expect rank or riches ; Wy. 


| 
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\ ſerve; il ee by: her parents, I begged | 
to reſign the power of diſpoſing both of my 
hand and heart to him entirely, convinced he 
was moſt capable of judging and eſtimating 
the worth of a man of merit, and to ſuch, 

whenever 1 r ago 0h robs rep 
follow.” | 


5 * and praiſed my ſen- 
timents, and the very next day introduced 
Captain Harley to me in form, with his de- 
clared approbation. I will on to you, my 
dear Mrs. Bertie, that every ſucceeding in- 
tervie y increaſed my eſteem. You, whoſe 
judgment I revered, you, was warm in his 
behalf, and in a ſhort time I felt no repug- 
nance to the idea of giving my hand to Cap- 
tain Harley, particularly as he propoſed ſet- 
ling in my father's neighbourhood. I deſired 
however the ceremony might be poſtponed 
for two or three months, that our diſpoſitions 
rtrüght be better known to each other. It 
was at this period you was, unhappily for 
** called to town eg the _ 
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aunt, but you promiſed to return, if poffible, 
in time to attend me to the altar. Tou may 
recollect, about à week before you leſt us, 
we heard Stanmore- Hall was fold to a Na- 
bob, a gentleman of immenſe fortune; as my 
father ſaw very few people, and was by no 
means deſirous of new acquaintances, the ar- 
rival of Mr. Menville was to us a matter of 
entire indifference; Doctor Ellis indeed in- 
vited him to accompany Mr. Clayton and 
himſelf on a morning viſit to the hall, but 
he declined it, and we ſaw nothing of our 
new neighbour for near a ſortnight after hu 
arrival, till one day we had dined with Mrs. 
Ellis, and in the evening were amuſing our- 
ſelves with hearing Miſs Ellis on the piano 
forte, a ſervant fuddenly announced Mr. 
Menville, and in a moment he was in the 
room; advancing to the Doctor, MIV 
good fir,” (ſaid he) *I hope my defire of 
being introduced to your agreeable family, 
has not occaſioned an improper intruſion?” 
By no means, anſwered the doctor, you do 
us much honour by this kind viſit,” then 
G2. * 
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| leading him to Mrs. Ellis, he afterwards. po- 
litely introduced him to the company. Fou 
\ will pardon my. vanity if I tell you, that from 
the moment he was ſeated, his whole atten- 
tion was rivetted/on me; I felt confuſed at 
his particular obſervation, and was much re- 
Joiced when my father aroſe to retire. Cap - 
tain Harley, who was with us, mentioned 

; Mr. Menville in very polite terms ; my fa- 
ther was laviſh in bis praiſe, and ſaid, < I 
never intended to extend my acquaintance, 
but there is ſomething in this gentleman 
which attracts one's eſteem; 1 ſhall _— on 
him ſome Ong or other.” 1 
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The next morning, e he was ſurpriſed 
to hear Mr. Menville was at the gate; he went 
haſtily to receive him, and after ſpending 
ſome time in the library, brought him into 
my little drawing- room, where I uſually ſet 
at work, and introduced him to me as a 
gentleman who was deſirous of being con- 

ſidered as a friendly neighbour. He ſtaid 
| above an hour, and engaged us to. take a 

— 
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family dinner with him the following day, 
and meet the Ellis family. My father was 
in high ſpirits when he left us, I had not 
ſeen him ſo cheerful for many months. I 
cannot account for a ſudden tremor which T 
felt, nor a dejection which aroſe on my ſpi- 
rits, in proportion as his ſeemed elevated; 
yet I did Mr. Menville juſtice; he was not a 
young man tis true, he looked near forty, 
but his perſon was handſome, his countenance 
intelligent, and his behaviour exceeding po- 
lite; he had reſided in India near twenty-two 
years, and acquired a prodigious fortune, yet 
appeared neither proud nor conſequential; in 
ſhort, altogether he juſtified by his manners 
the prodigious partiality my father avowed in 
his favour. His viſits now were very fre- 
quent, his particular attention to me very 
obvious ; poor Harley grew unhappy, he 
thought my father treated him coldly ; he 
preſt me to ſhorten his time of probation, 
and conſent to be his ; though I felt for his 
uneaſineſs, I ſtill thought there was an inde- 
corum in ſuch a haſty marriage, and there- 
SY fore 
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fore perſiſted in my former reſolution. *Tis 
neceſſary here for me to mention, that my 
E Wann Seymour died four years before 
my mother; that his eldeſt ſon was ſettled in 
London with an eminent barriſter; his ſe- 
cond placed in the navy, and the youngeſt 
| ſent to India; my mother's ſiſter, a year 
younger than herſelf, married a young clergy- 
man who reſided at Durham, and died two 
years after. Thus we had little or no cor- 
reſpondence with any of our relations, except 
the lawyer, who being now in buſineſs for 
himſelf, managed my father's little affairs, 
which required the aſſiſtance of a profeſſional 
man. My father's uncle, who continued al- 
ways obdurate, had been dead ſome years, 
and left his fortune to a diſtant relation, of 
the name of Smithſon. About this time my 
uncle, the barriſter, having ſome buſineſs in a 
neighbouring town, came to pay us a viſit; 
we had not ſeen him for ſix years, and he 
paid me a thouſand compliments on my im- 
provements; the firſt evening of his arrival, 
— Harley end Mr. Menville ſupped 
With 


alu he cremation iba the lat- 
ter, but barely civil to the former, and 1 
quickly obſerved by his converſauon, had a 
great averſion to the military; the evening 
was not à pleaſant one, I every moment 
dreaded a diſpute between Harley and him, 
and ſaw that I was indebted ſolely to his 
eſteem for me, that he forebore taking ex- 
ceptions at ſome of my uncle's contemptuous 
remarks on his profeſſion, which were cer- 
tainly very illiberal The following morning 
my father and uncle walked out on a viſit to 
the Hall ; Captain Harley called on me, 1 
ſee, my deareſt Miſs Oſwald,” (ſaid he) 8.1 
have not the happineſs of your uncle's appro- 
bation, but that would occaſion me little 
concern, did I not obſerve a coldneſs, almoſt 
bordering on incivility, in your father's be- 
haviour, which wounds my very ſoul: ah, 
Emily, Why would you not let me profit by 
his firſt declared approbation? I felt for his 
_ viſible diſtreſs, but had nothing to accuſe 
myſelf with, both delicacy and decorum juſ- 
tified | my conduct; I made no ſeruple to 
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aſſure him of my preferable eſteem; and at 
Whats ſubdued by his anxiety, and earneſt 
ce conſented he ſhould apply to 
my father, to name an early day for our 
union. He left me in a tranſport of joy and 
gratitude poor Harley forgive this ſigh. 
My dear madam, the heart that cannot feel 
the wretchedneſs it has occaſioned, however 
repugnant to its own wiſhes, muſt have very 
little ſenſibility, and to you I will not ſcruple 
to own, I have made a great ſacrifice to my 
firſt duty (obedience to a parent) of a very 
ſincere attachment, founded on the merits of 
the object, and who little deſerved the diſap- 
eee has ne 


| But to return the abe ſtaid dinner 
at the Hall, and brought Mr. Menville back 
with them to tea. His behaviour to me was 

ſo extremely particular before my father, that 

I was ſurpriſed and confuſed; after he had 
left us my uncle obſerved, that he had never 
met with a man ſo ſenſible, ſo polite, ſo well 
informed as Mr. AT my opinion was 
aſked, 
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aſked, I anſwered ingenuouſly, © that he ap- 
peared to me a man of great merit; and 
great fortune too! cried my father, and that 
is a prodigious recommendation to merit. 1 
made no reply; I ſaw there was a little em- 
barraſſment in my uncle's manner, but after 
ſome heſitation he ſaid, « Pray my dear 
Emily, how came you to think of encou- 
raging Captain Harley's addreſſes? a meer 
ſoldier of fortune; his eſtate ſo trifling, that 
added to his commiſſion, it is ſcarce ſufficient 
to ſupply the extravagances young men of 
his profeſſion always fall into; I am ſurpriſed 
my brother ever permitted ſuch an improper 
intimacy, or that you, who know your poor 
mother fell a facrifice to her feelings, for the 
little proviſion that could be made for her 
children, ſhould think of incurring the ſame 
diſtreſs, and in ſpite of example; be ready to 
plunge into ſtill greater inconvenien ges.] 
The mention of my mother made my eyes 
overflow; when a little recovered; J aſſured 
him I never ſhould have received the ad- 
_ of Captain Harley, but with my fa 
E ther's 
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tion has convinced him he did you both a 
_ . great injury. In ſhort, my dear niece, your 
connexion with Harley maſt be broken off.“ 


«On what pretence, fir ?” faid I, much agita 
« Dowr be unhappy my dear,” replied my 


father, tenderly, © but I have very powerful 


reaſons for requeſtuig you would drop all 
thoughts of Captain Harley.” I burſt into 
tears, my father aroſe, and taking my hand, 
«© Retire to your apartment my dear girl 
compoſe yourſelf, and to-morrow morning at 
nine meet me in the library; I hope you will 


then be ſenſible I have only your real happi- 


neſs in view.” I withdrew without a reply, 
and paſt a ſleepleſs night; I anticipated the 
intelligence I was to meer, and endeavoured 


wo aſſume a compoſure in the morning, very 


foreign to the feelings of my heart. My fa- 


ther was already in the library; and I ſaw a 
mixture of concern and tenderneſs in his 


countenance ; after * me ſit down, he 


thus addreſſed me. 
£«] _ 
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1 ned not my dear child e 
my affection and attention to your happineſs, 
nor have I the ſmalleſt reaſon to doubt your 
love and duty to me; tis my pride and boaſt 
that you are the counterpart of your ever dear 
and amiable mother - hear me therefore with 
attention, and ſuffer your reaſon to be con- 
vinced, although your heart may be wound 
ed by the conviction. Tou know the diſ- 
treſs which I have for years experienced, on 
account of the ſmall proviſion" in my power 
to make for you and your brother Harry; 
you particularly engroſſed my cares; a young 
woman, well born and educated, without a 
ſuitable fortune, is more peculiarly an object 
of compaſſion. I therefore ardently wiſhed 
to ſee you married, though I thought it full 
early in life for you to expect any offers of 
that kind. When Captain Harley made ap- 
plication to me, I conſidered that my life was 
very uncertain; the retired ſituation we lived 
in, could not throw you in the way of being 
much noticed; and although he could not 
offer you ſplendour, it was a decent compe- 

C 6 tence; 3 
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"tence; I therefore acceeded to his wiſhes, 
though not with my entire approbation, yet 
I could form no reaſonable objection. Your 
uncle has opened my eyes to ſee the unhappy 
- "conſequences which might enſue from fuch a 
union. Officers are generally extravagant; 
their very ſituation, their rank, obliges them 
to be expenſive; his fortune could ill ſupport 
that rank, and the expences of à family, 
which -ſhould be looked forward to, where 
could there be a proviſion for children ? and 
ſtill a more dreadful conſideration, if he ſhould 
be called abroad to attend his duty, he might 
poſſibly fall ; what then muſt become of his 
Vidow and family? What are the miſeries 

endured hy the ſurvivors of many brave 
officers?. che tnifling penſion allowed by go- 
vernment, is inadequate: to the ſupport: of the 
widow, and rhe children muſt ſuffer. Want and 
wretchedneſs. Ik no] Emily, you: may very 
naturally obſerve, ſuch reflections ſnhould have 
been! attended to before L had given my 
ſanction to Captain Harley's addreſſes; I 
*. * error, and lament that you ſhould 
5 incur 
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incur any diſtreſs of mind, by my too eager 
deſire to ſee you ſettled ; but to perſiſt in an 
error, would be ſtill more blamable ; I there- 
fore beſeech you, my dear child, to give up 
your attachment to Captain Harley; I eſteem, 
I reſpect him, he is a man of ſenſe, am now 
going to write to him, and I flatter myſelf I 
may anſwer for your obedience to * n, 


: 
led 


| „When my dia was Sa I F to 
ſpeak; tears oppoſed my - utterance, but ob- 


ſerving a kind of angry impatience in his 


countenance, I collected reſolution enough to 
fay, © You have a right to my obedience, 


fir, and ſhall have no cauſe to complain; of 


me. I could. fay, no more, but (withdrew. 
with! a heavy heart, which felt more for poor 
Harley than myſelf., Mr. Menville came to 
dinner 2 he Was particularly polite: and atten: 
tive; my dejection was, but. toO viſible, 


though no notice Was taken of it. In the 


OY 1 received: me following letter. LOW 
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1 We this "_ EY a EY A ole. 
3 and undeſerved; Mr. Ofwald's 
Jetter, which I am given to underſtand vo 
are no ſtranger to, has deprived me of every 
happineſs 1 could expect in life; Oh! my 
beloved Emily! and muſt I reſign all thoſe 
fond hopes I have been permitted to indulge? 
Muſt I fly the ſociety of her, for whom only 
I with to live? What are my crimes ? — the 
want of riches—and is riches then abſolutely 
neceſſary to happineſs ? my fortune indeed is 
ſmall, but it would have been my pride, my 
glory, by my care and economy, to have 
made that fortune ſupply my Emily with the 
' little elegancies of life, though not the ſuper- 
fluities and now muſt all my delightful 
_ viſions of happineſs be blaſted for ever! 
muſt I be told, that to marry Miſs Oſwald 
would involve her in wretchedneſs, would 
4:0 | beggar her children, and embitter every hour 
13 of der life ? Can this be true? My foul | 
5 © ſhudders 
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otitis actin Cruel Mr. Ofwald! 


Why, oh why did you not nip my preſump- 
tuous Hopes in their bud; Why ſuffer me to 
nouriſn every fond idea, and then bid me 

tear them from my heart for ever? alas“ 
Can that be done? to yqu my deaxeſt Emily 
I apply; if to promote your happineſs, I muſt 
reſign my claim, behold me ready to ac- 


quieſce, though death ſhould be tie conſe- | 


quence;; you muſt determine for me; I will 
not write your cruel father, till 1 hear from 
you; but conſider, reflect: before you pro- 
nounce my doom, for from your ſentence 1 
ſhall make no appeal. Deareſt Miſs Oſwald, 
let that gentle boſom compaſſionate the ago- 


nies I feel: Suſpence is worſe than death. 


FREDERICK HARLEY, | 


This letter coſt me a flood of tears; at 


one moment I determined to reſiſt my father's 


wiſhes, and preſerve my attachment to the 
Yl-treated Harley, but my dying mother's 
charge upbraided me for even heſitating to 
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eeforn my duty. Let your father deter- 
mine for you in that important point, thoſe 


were her words; and they ſhall moſt religiouſly 


be obeyed. I inſtantly took up my pen, 
and wrote a few haſty lines to Captain Har- 
ley, too expreſſive I believe of the diſtraction 
of my mind, though I ſignified my reſolution 
to be governed by my father's wiſhes. I en- 
treated him to quit the neighbourhood for 
the preſent, and aſſure himſelf of my unalter- 
able eſteem, though my duty to the com- 
mands of the author of my being, muſt for 
ever preclude a further correſpondence be- 
tween us. Having ſent off this letter, I 
ſtrove to ſubdue my emotions, when J re- 
ceived a ſummons to ſupper, and no notice 
being taken of my ſwelled eyes, or loſs of 
appetite, nor the ſubject at all reverted to, 
the time paſt off tolerably 'till the hour of 
vetirement, when my refleftions were painful 
eneligh. When I entered the breakfaſt par- 
10 ur in the morning my father ròſe and em- 
Hraced me: You are my dar beloved 
Emily, che Uariing of your uncle, the pride of 
MILF] 2 —_ 


$$$48 my 


47 
my ; family: ; 1 hive hear from ava Har- 


ley, he is by this time on the road to London; 


J eſteem him more than ever; I am not dif- 
pleaſed at your tears (for I could not com- 
mand my feelings) if you made no ſacrifice, 
there would be no merit in your obedience.“ 

True, ſaid my uncle, . My dear niece proves 
| herſelf the dutiful affectionate daughter you 


have always repreſented her, and I am ſure 


will find her own happineſs i in obliging her 


friends. I could make no reply, but bowed 
to him, and endeavoured to recover myſelf 


by preparing breakfaſt. A week paſſed on 
without any particular occurrence; Mr. 


Menville viſited us every day, ſent us pre- 


ſents of veniſon, fruit, and Eaſt-India ſweet- 


meats, frequently. I took the liberty once to 


remonſtrate to my father, on his acceptance 


of thoſe preſents, but received ſuch an anſwer, 
as precluded any farther obſervation from me. 


J had ſtruggled to recover my ſpirits, and 


. diſguiſed my feelings, and ſaw I gave plete b 
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About ten days alter the departure of Cap- 


tain Harley, my father one morning ſent for 


me to the library; I obeyed the os, 
and on ent , ſaw he was walking a 


in ſome agitation; „Sit down, Lund 


have ſomething particular to ſay to you, 
my dear, which requires your attention. I 
felt my heart flutter, and I trembled without 
knowing why; he himſelf oppoſite to 


me, and began thus. I ſhall ever remem- 


ber with gratitude and affection, my dear 


.child, your compliance with my withes ; you 


know my - motives, and I hope approved 


of them; I will now open to you my whole 


heart. You are well informed of the value 


of my eſtate, and that it has been impoſſible 


for me to augment it, or even fave from it, 
conſequently poor Harry and yourſelf are 
unprovided for. Your uncle is in a ſituation 


that prorniſes fair for a handſome eſtabliſn- 
ment; he is already poſſeſſed of a decent 
property; he offers to take Harry as his ſon, 
to enter him into the temple, and amply pro- 
vide for him, on one condition, which you 
1501 _ have 


have the power to ratify,” “ Me, fir? ex- 


claimed 1, Ves, replied my father, < your 
brother's future ſettlement in life, my hap- 


pineſs, and your uncle's favour to the family, | 
are all in your hands; not to keep you in 


ſuſpenſe, my dear, Mr. Menville is 'paf- 
ſionately fond of you; he has made the moſt 
ſplendid propoſals to us, and your uncle is fo 
warmly engaged in his intereſt, that on your 
acceptance of his hand, reſts all his future 
favour to my children. My father ſtopt; 
| drowned in tears; let not your obe- 


dience to my wiſhes, Emily, be a partial 
one; tis not ſufficient for your happineſs or 
mine, that a union with Captain Harley is 


given up, to enſure my tranquillity, to make 
yourſelf independent and happy; to ſecure 
to your elder brother an unincumbered eſtate 
and future advantages, and to your favourite 


Harry his uncle's favour and fortune; all theſe 
delightful events depend upon you.“ OH! 
ir, can I fo ſoon teach my heart to admit 


another object? And can my Emily, the 
— pupil of a mother, ſo tender, ſo dif- 


creet, 
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creet, ſo ſenſible, whoſe whole life was | pent, 
was devoted to the care of her family, can 
_  _hec heſitate to facrifice a tranſient attachment 
1 to the happineſs of her father, her brother, 
"| her uncle, When the offers are ſo ſplendid, the 
gentleman ſo unexceptionable? « No, fir,” 
I cried out, *I do not hefitate, diſpoſe of 
me as you pleaſe, I muſt ever find _ own 
een in en E . 8563 


* 
7 . 94 


* 
ü- Vb ² om Es 


| My geber roſe as esd me, « Now 
1 you are the dear amiable girl I ever thought 
1 you, and be aſſured, my dear child, was not 
. Mr. Menville's perſon and diſpoſition as un- 
exceptionable as his generous propoſals,” no 
cConſiderations of ſelf, ſhould! induce me to 
1b. urge your acceptance of him; but I know 
1 you will be happy.“ © It ſhall be my en- 
1 0 If | deavour, fir, to deſerve being fo,” was all the 


reply I made; I haſtened to my chamber, and 
| *  thaving indulged thoſe emotions I tried to re- 
Preſs in my father's preſence, for a few mo- 

ments, I ſtrove to recover myſelf, and reflect 
on the preceding converſation. I could 
make 
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make no e objection to Mr. Men- 
ville; in truth, himſelf and fortune were ſuch | 
as might gratify the wiſhes of any woman; 
but I could not help reflecting, that, but for 
his offers, in all probability poor Harley 
would never have been diſcarded; and was it 
generous, was it honourable, to make thoſe 
offers, when my attachment to Harley was 
viſible and generally known? this ſtruck me, 
but I would not ſuffer my mind to dwell on 
the idea; I ſaw my fate was fixed, and that 
henceforth it was my buſineſs: to ſee all Mr. 
Menville's actions in the beſt point of view. 
That very evening he was introduced to me 
in form; I behaved in ſuch a manner as to 
obtain the praiſes of my father and uncle. 
Matters were hurried on very faſt; eight 
hundred a year was ſettled on me for my 
ſeparate uſe and expences, with a jointure of 
fifteen hundred pounds. A living in his gift, 
of four hundred a year, was made over to my 
brother Anthony in perpetuity; my uncle 
took upon himſelf the care of Harry's for- 

| tune, and my father had the delight of ſeeing. 
> 3 7 all 
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ſo happy; I was loaded with preſents, valu- 
able jewels and fine clothes; I endeavoured 

to be grateful, and in the — remain 
n . ag Rn my" own. | 


J mY leſs ics chews . after the prepara- 
A — tions began, I was united to Mr. Menville, 
WE and muſt with truth declare, tis impoſſible 
; any man can be more attached to a woman,” 
o ſtudy more to make himſelf beloved; I 
RT | am neither ĩnſenſible or unjuſt, I feel grateful 
is | for his kindnefs, and ſhall make it my unre- 
1 mitting endeavours to deſerve a continuance 
= of it. And now, my dear madam, you have 
muy whole tory before you, judge me with 
"40 candour, and if poſſible, let me ſtand as well 
juſtified in your opinion as I am in my own, 
I have heard nothing of Captain Harley ſince 
his departure, he has my ſincereſt wiſhes for 
his happineſs. Mr. Menville talks of viſit · 
ing town early in the winter, and made an 
offer of taking me to Bath the end of this 
month, but ] prefer the country at this charm- 


with would be gratified. My uncle leaves 


us next week, -and-takes-my-beloved Harry 
with him. Anthony ſoon goes to Oxford. 
Mrs. and Miſs Ellis are my conſtant gueſts, 
and I derive: both pleaſure and knowledge 


from ſuch amiable companions. Adieu, my 
dear friend, do not let me languiſh for a 


letter, which muſt add to my pleaſures. 


Eyer ſincerely yours, ; 


FMILY MEN VILLE. 


LETTER 
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ing ſeaſon of the year, and if my dent M 
Bertie would favour me with a viſit, every 
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' MRS, BERTIE TO MRS. MENVILLE, «+ 
E 8, my dear friend, yes, you are ac- 


quitted : acquitted” did I ſay? I ad- 
mire, I eſteem. you a thouſand times more 


than ever; your whole conduct challenges 
the eſteem of the world, and may your father, 
your brothers, your uncle and friends, rejoice 
in a continuation of your happineſs. Since I 


wrote you laſt, my aunt has been exceeding 
ill; ſhe is getting better, and her phyſicians 
have ordered her to Bath; I have promiſed 
to accompany her, let me entreat you to ac- 
cept Mr. Menville's offer and meet me there ; 


what a delightful excurſion ſhall I find it 
then; 
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f # 


then; tink of it my ae ** and 


bh 4 10 ah 9050 Nun ide amy bil 
tory, and adore. your mother; no wonder 
you excel all of your ſex I have ever yet met 
with; with ſuch a preceptreſs, and ſuch an 
example, how could you be otherwiſe. 
have often thought there was an inequality 
in your father's diſpoſition, and from Mrs. 
Ellis heard, that he had formerly - appeared 
to be a very melancholy man; his conduct 
and apparent diſlike of company, is now ac- 
counted for, and ſurely proves his ſenſibility 
and attention to his family. I have frequent- 
y thought there cannot be a greater misfor- 
tune, than for a perſon to be well born, and 
deprived of a fortune to ſupport their birth; 
ſuch people have few opportunities of ſet= 
ling themſelves to advantage, young women 
particularly, and therefore 'tis doubtleſs the 
duty of every parent to provide for them if 
poſſible in their life time. An acquaintance 
of mine, who * is deſcended from a 
VOL, I, | noble 
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noble Rilye martied a gentleman in tlie 
medical line, and who was eminent in his pro- 
feſſion, conſequently they lived in a very 
genteel ſtyle; ſhet had birth. beauty and ton- 
nexions But no fortune; however, the latter 
was not conſidered neceſſary by the. doctor, 
good connexions being in his opinion of 
equal value; they certainly increaſed his 
"buſineſs; and enabled his lady to dr̃eſs, fre- 
quent pübke places, and have ſias ſplendid 
routs as her titled relations; ſhe had four 
daughters, they were brought up in the moſt 
expenſive ſtyle; a flimſy French governel 
to ſuperintend their education, with orders to 
incltuge the dear creatures, for „ ſhe could 
- not bear to hear them” cry, or ſee them un- 
happy! For twelve years they lived in 
ſplendour and apparent happineſs, at that 
period the good doctor unfortunately caught 
bn 4 Putrid ſever: in attending a patient, and died 
in a few days. Her friends aſſiſted her in 
| * ſorehfog: her buſineſs and inveſtigating her 
" tes my uncle had been one of his moſt 


intimate friends, and always believed * to 
older A | *>. It 


ax * 
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be a man of large property ; judge what muſt 
have been the ſurpriſe and grief of his lady, 
when on cloſing all accounts, there remained 
leſs than two thouſand pounds for the ſup- 
port of herſelf and four daughters, excluſive 
of the furniture and plate, which might be 
worth about fifteen. hundred pounds more; 
tis impoſſible to form any idea of herdiſtreſs; 
ſhe had borne the loſs of her huſband with 
decent reſignation, but ſhe could not ſupport 
a ſhock. like this; her violence, her invec- 
tives and complaints, were beyond all bounds; _ 
my uncle and aunt endeavoured to ſooth her 
grief, and ſtrengthen her mind; they adviſed 
her to conſult her noble relations as to her 
future ſettlement ; they were conſulted, «were 
extremely ſorry for poor Mrs. S, ſhe 
ought to have known her huſband's circum- 
ſtances better, and not have vied with people 
of ten times her fortune; it was impoſſible 
they could be of any ſervice, they had all 
families of their own; the beſt advice they 
had to offer was, for her to turn every thing 
into money, and retire wich her chil- 
5 D 2 — 
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\ dren to ſome diſtant cheap part of the King 


dom, and bring up her daughters in a frugal 
way.” This was the unanimous opinion and 
advice of her affectionate relations—fired 
with indignation at this contemptuous treat- 
ment, ſhe determined to live no longer in the 
fame kingdom with thoſe ſhe could no more 
aſſociate with, and being convinced ſhe had 
a a new plan to purſue in the management of 
her children, the eldeſt of which was not 
quite eleven years of age; with the aſſiſtance 
of my uncle all her effects were turned into 
money, which was placed out to the beſt ad- 
vantage, and in a few weeks ſhe quitted 
England, and was ſettled at Abbeville in 
France ; her children ſhe ſent as day borders 
to a convent, and by an entire change of fen- 
timents, as meritorious as unexpected, an 

exact economy in her domeſtic expences, and 
devoting her whole time to the cate of her 
children, in about fix years ſhe recovered her 
peace of mind, found ſatisfaction in perform- 
ing her duties, added to her little income by 
Her frugality, and had the ſupreme delight of 


ſeeing 
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Pe her children accompliſhed and happy. 
At this period a relation and her good friend 
died; it was neceſſary ſhe ſhould return to 
Efigland to ſettle her affairs, and her ſtrong 
attachment to her children would not per- 
mit her to leave them behind. My aunt 
inſiſted upon their accepting apartments in 
her houſe, and there, for the firſt time, I 
ſaw this agreeable family. In a very few 
months: after their arrival, an uncle of the 


| dotor's died, and left his fortune, about 


five thouſand pounds, between the four girls. 
This pretty addition enabled her to take a 
| ſmall houſe at Brompton and live reſpect- 
| ably, My aunt could ſcarcely believe it 
poſſible a woman ſo proud, violent and 
diſſipated, ſhould change to a ſenſible, ami- 


able, companion, an then. tender, mo- 


ther; yet ſuch was, fuch is, Mrs. S— in 
every ſenſe of the word: but, alas! ſhe was 
doomed to feel the ill effects of her form- 
er conduct, and experience the bittereſt 
ſtroke an affectionate parent could ſuſtain. 
I obferved to you, Miſs 8 was about 

.D:'3 celeven 
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eleven years of age when her father died; 
and that, previous to that event, a French 
governeſs had ſuperintended her education. 
This woman (whoſe ſole recommendation 
was the language ſhe pretended to be mis- 
treſs of) was low- minded, vulgar, cringing 
and artful; ſne found that to indulge her 
young pupils was the road to Mrs. S's 
eſteem, and therefore inſtruction was the 
laſt thing thought of. Miſs S— was very 
handſome; her perſonal charms was a con- 
tinual theme; her mother's noble birth was 
another, and Miſs was taught to believe 
ſhe muſt one day be a ducheſs at leaſt: 
ſhe had naturally much vivacity of diſpo- 
fition and a quick underſtanding. The 
death of her father, the diſmiſſion of her 
governeſs, and the entire change in every 
department of the houſhold, afflicted her 
young mind more than could have been 
expected. During her reſidence in France 
ſhe had, indeed, acquired many accom- 
pliſhments, and an apparent contentment | 
with her ſituation: but, alas! the ſeeds of 
vanity, | 
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vanity, pride, and difpation,] had been early 
and ſtrongly implanted in her- heart; land 
though. they lay;' dormant: a few: years, Het 
on her arrival in England, being greatly 


admired, with the ſmall addition to her ex 


pectations, and the various ſcenes of gaiety 
and diſſipation ſne both ſaw- and heard 19h, 


recalled all Madame-Rochelle's: pleaſing vi: 


ſions to her imagination. She knew ſhe: 
was lovely, of reſpectable birth, and ſaw. 
no reaſon why ſhe ſhould not raiſe her views 
to the firſt ſituation in the kingdom. Mrs. 
S— was no ſooner ſettled at Brompton, 


than a few of her relations, influenced, 


perhaps, by curioſity at firſt, paid her a 
viſit; and finding her eſtabliſnment gen- 
teel, though not ſplendid, Lord and Lady 
"Ba condeſcended to honor hen daughter 
with their notice. Mrs. S deliberated 
long within herſelf, whether time and the 
intereſt of her family ſhovld , ſubdue the 
reſentment ſhe, felt for their ſnameful neg- 


lect of her ſo many years: ſhe had alſo 
| another apprehenſion leſt her daughter ſhould x 
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be captivated by the gaietles of the world; 
but Lady R— was ſo defirons of Miſs 8's 
company, and her Ladyſhip's character in 
general ſo reſpectable, that, in an evil hour, 
ſnhe complied with their joint wiſhes, and 
the young lady was permitted to ſpend a 
month with her noble felations. She was 
now. juſt turned of ſeventeen; à danger- 
ous and' ſuſceptible age! With all the pride 
of confcious' beauty and an eager defire to 
ſhine in the higheſt circles, ſhe ſoon at- 
tracted obſervation and admiration ; amongſt 
others, a noble Duke, well known in the 
annals of gallantry, was particularly charm- 
ed with her, nor did ſhe appear inſenſible 
to his attentions. Lady R—, no ſtranger 
to the Duke's character, was diſpleaſed 
with his parcicularity, and cautioned. her 
young relation to be on the reſerve in her 
behaviour; ſhe alſo addreſſed the Duke, and 
told him the young lady's ſituation would 
not admit of being trifled with, and that 
the admiration and partiality he diſcovered 


towards her, to _— perſon might be of 
2 i; ak 
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little conſequence, but this young crea- 
ture was new to the world, uninformed,. 
and of ſmall fortune; therefore to inſpire 
her with romantic hopes of a fplendid eſ- 


' rabliſhment would be cruel and injurious: 


to her and her family.” The Duke received 


this remonſtrance in filence, and what paſ- 
ſed between him and the unfortunate girl 
will perhaps ever be a ſecret. But two 


days previous to her return home, one 
morning when Lady R— was going ſome: 
' viſits, ſhe declined accompanying her un- 


der the pretence of a violent head-ach; but 


no ſooner had the carriage drove from the 
door than: ſhe came down. into the hall in 


a walking dreſs, and tis ſuppoſed. watched. 


the porter down: ſtairs; but meeting a fe- 
male ſervant in the. hall, ſhe faid,, © bid 
Thomas follow me directly to Mrs,.Moleſ- 


worth's: and walked off very quick, The 


ſervant came to my aunt's and enquired: 
for Miſs S—, and being informed ſhe was 
Not there, ſaid he muſt wait, as the young 
lady would. be there in a minute or two- 


D 5 no 


gone round the corner and got quickly in- 


way without gaining the ſmalleſt intelli- 
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no doubt. + „Tia conjectured ſne muſt have 


to Bond- ſtreet, where no doubt her lover 
was waiting. The ſervant waited at my 
aunt's *till paſt five, and then went home 
under much ſurpriſe and vexation; Lady 
R— had been returned ſome time, and 
being informed Miſs 'S— was gone to Mrs. 
Moleſworth's and Thomas with her, was 
perfectly fatisfied : judge her aſtoniſhment 
when he returned without her and heard 
he had never ſeen her. The whole ap- 
peared to her a premeditated plan of de- 
ception. Meſſengers were diſpatched every 


gence: one of the houſe-maids was mif- 
ſing, and all the young lady's wardrobe 
gone; which buſineſs muſt have been tranſ- 
acted late in the evening or early that 
morning. Lord and Lady R— were al- 
moſt diſtracted; they deferred communi- 
cating their apprehenſions to Mrs. S— in 
the ſlender hope of more pleaſing intelli- 
* ; but the 9 day brought them 
a pen- 
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2 penny-poſt letter from the unfortunate 
girl to inform them * ſhe had taken a trip 
to the continent to ſpend a few months in 
Italy with the Duke of, whoſe honor 
ſhe relied on, and with whom ſhe hoped 
to enjoy pleaſures of a ſuperior kind to 
thoſe ſhe could expect in her mother's % 
ber retirement at Brompton.“ It would 
be impoſſible for me to deſcribe the diſ- 
treſs of Lady R—, much leſs paint the 
diſtraction of her mother when the affair 
was opened to her: how bitterly did ſhe 
regret the early part of her education, and ; 
curſe that pride of birth which had pre- 
yented her from placing her daughter in 
ſome ſituation where vanity. might have 
been nipped. in the bud, and a laudable in- 
duſtry have occupied her thoughts and pre- 
vented all poſſibility of being thrown into 
ſuch temptations! My aunt and Lady R 
ſought to afford her every conſolation poſ- 
ſible, but for ſome months ſhe was the 
moſt miſerable of women. Her unhappy 
daughter continues to reſide abroad; the 


: | Duke 
D 6 


Duke has "Ay 1 renal to England, 
i and ſne remained with a foreign Prince. 
His Grace married ſoon after his return a 
very amiable woman, and conſideration for 
her peace has made the family filent as 

to the injuries of the unhappy Miſs S— 
My friend, her mother, has retired into 
Devonſhire, where ſhe educates her young 
family on a very different plan, and ac- 
cormmodating' them to expect only a me- 
diocrity of fortune and ſituation; her health 
is gradually declining, and ſhe never ceaſes 
to regret the folly of bringing up young 
people above the ſtate of their fortunes, 
and lamenting the fate of thoſe girls of high 
birth who are without the means of ſup- 
8 porting their rank, and who conſider every 
vice pardonable under the ſanction of ſplen- 
dor and faſhion, and no crime 3 
but oy 


F know not whonier you will chink my 
ttle narrative intereſting or not, but I had 

juſt received a letter from my dear Mrs. 
| | „ Ca 1 


— 


S— and her injuries and misfortunes ſtruck. 
my mind moſt forcibly. 
happy if your next letter informs me I may 
expect to meet you at Bath, my aunt ar- 
dently wiſhes to ſee you; in truths was 1 
not a very generous female I ſhould be 
leſs defirous of your company, for where= 
ever you appear all others can be but ſe- 
condary objects, and as I have till a ſmall 
ſhare of vanity and ſometimes. proudly look 
around me with abyndant fſelf-gratification 
from the frivolity of the preſent race of 
fine ladies, it requires much friendſhip and, 


ſelf-denying humility to ſubmit volunta- "7 


rily to the ſuperiority of another. Give 
me credit therefore for ſuch an effort of 
generoſity, and reward it by making me 
ſupremely happy in your 2 


2 my dear fiend, 
DAY afcMonately, yours, 


CHARLOTTE. BERTIE, 


LETTER 


I ſhall be truly 
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A 
cpr. HARLEY TO THE REV, DOCTOR ELLIS. 


| Madrid, Auguft, 25, 17— 


- DEAR SIR, 


HE diſtraction of my mind on that 
0 fatal day I flew from Sudbury, and 
all my hopes of happineſs in this life, can 
alone apologize for the abrupt leave I took 
of your amiable family: do me the juſ- 
tice to believe, my deat fir, that I enter- 
| tain the warmeſt ſenſe of your hoſpitality 
and kindneſs, and that however dead I may 
be to pleaſure,” the hours I have ſpent with 

| | 133 


* 
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you will be numbered amongſt my hap» 
pieſt days, and I truſt” I ſhall ever treafure 
in my memory thoſe precepts of virtue 
and goodneſs which are enforced and ani- 
* by _ ain Wl 


My worthy friend Clayton ob 
me to London, I may ſay guided me there, 
for, indeed, I was ſcarce ſenſible - of the 
road we took: to his unwearied endea- 
vors to ſooth and ſubdue my feelings I owe 
my recovery to reaſon; his kindneſs ſhall 
not be thrown away, for I will exert my- 
ſelf to deſerve his friendſhip and your ap- 
probation. Yes, my reverend friend, though 
I muſt ever remember < ſuch things were, 
and were moſt dear to me, I will not in- 
dulge ſorrow or deſpair; if I cannot be 
happy in myſelf J will enjoy the felicity 
of my friends, and ſeek improvement to 
my mind from the ſtroke that wounds my 
heart, We ftayed in London until the 
intelligence reached me my foreboding fears 
had anticipated; Miſs Oſwald was united 

EE to 


We muſt never meet, for, though as the 


ſon muſt be ſacred, yet I would not truſt 


„% WOMAN AS SHE SHOULD BE: | 
to Mr. Menville! ſelfiſh, cruel, man! he 
knew my pretenſions; he knew the de- 
tghtful hopes I had been permitted to en- 
tertain, and never gave me. the ſmalleſt 
intimation of his defigns to work my de- 
ſtruction. Yet, though unconſcious of his 
_ treachery, I never could eſteem him: my 
heart revolted at his offers. of friendſhip, 
and I even upbraided its coldneſs and in- 
juſtice to a man of merit. I am his vic- 
tim, grant Heaven I may be the only one 


huſband of the woman I adored, his per- 


the impulſe of the moment ſhould I fee 
him; to avoid it, therefore, I determined 
to leave England, and having already vi- 
ſited France, Germany and Italy. I fixed 
my tour for Spain, where new places and 
objects might excite my attention and give 
a diverſity to my thoughts. My gene- 
rous friend offered to accompany me and 
like another Pylades attend his wretched 
1 I had not ſelf-denial. enough to re- 

fuſe 


8 
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fuſe the bleſſing, though I felt the full ex- 
tent of the obligation, and he wrote you 
not ſufficient fortitude at that time to ad- 
dreſs you but by proxy. An account of 
| our journey till we arrived at Madrid could 
afford you no -amuſement, as I was but 
ill qualified to make entertaining or judi- 
cious obſervations ; like an Automaton I 
was at the command of others and inca- 
pable of directing myſelf. We have been 
here about ten days, and as Mr. Clay» 
ton took care to procure letters of re- 
commendation, we have received many 
more obliging offers of civility and kind- 
neſs than I expected from this reſerved na- 
tion; but tis certain their natural forma- 
lity gives ground daily, and they have ac- 
quired a ſmall portion of freedom in their 
manners from their polite neighbours the 
French. I try to recover the ſerenity of 
my mind, I endeavour to be grateful for 
the attentions we are honored with, but 
one dear image triumphs and purſues me 
every . 


every Where; 1 find no pleaſure! in ſoci- 
ety, yer dare net indulge myſelf alone: I 
Have recovered my iaſon ſuffielienthy to 
2 know my gy” but the wayward heart is 
too fefractory to be ſubdued to the prac- 
tice of it What time, the Kindneſs: of my 
friend and your: Wie and gentle admoni- 
tibns may do, I know not; but I promiſe 
you to add my beſt endeavours for that 
purpoſe, and that I will never, in thought, 
word, or deed, deſerve to forfeit your in- 
valuable eſteem. Preſent my beſt and 
grateful reſpects to 15 amiable u 
yu e 18 851 FEA wor ͤ irie 
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av. DOCTOR ELLIS To. CAPTAIN HARLEY, 


' ISAPPOINTMENT in our beſt 
hopes and wiſhes, my dear young 
friend, is too often the condition of this 
life, and we are taught to believe, by fre- 
quent and unerring proofs, that ſuch diſ- 
appointments are calculated to improve our 
virtues and ultimately turn out for our 
advantage; for ſorrow humanizes the mind 
and expands the heart to feel for the woes 
of others: it teaches reſignation, compaſ- 


ſion, and benevolence; and what are the 
good effects ſuch virtues may not be ex- 


pected to produce? Felicity to our fellow- 
creatures 
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creatures and ſelf- approbation to ourſelves 
muſt be the reſult in a well-diſpoſed mind, 
and, truſt me, that mind will derive to 
itſelf infinitely more happineſs in promo- 
ting the good of others, than the higheſt 
gratification of his own ſelfiſh wiſhes could 
ever afford him. Your peace, my dear 
Harley, is among our firſt wiſhes, and 1 
doubt not will ſhortly be reſtored; but do 
not fly into the common modes of diſ- 
ſipating grief and diſappointment let it be 
the triumph of reaſon, not the work of 
folly; let your paſſions be ſubdued by re- 
ligion and reflection, and not drowned by 
riotous company and diverſions; in attend- 
ing to the dictates of the former you will 
aſſuredly ſurmount ycur troubles, in fol- 
lowing the other you only ſtifle for a time, 
a flame which will receive freſh fuel, and 
in the end confume every good and virtu- 
| ous thought, and prove the ſource of ne- 
ver- ending ſorrow and remorſe. Do not 
© be offended at the freedom you invited, 

but conſider the effort I make in writing 
this 
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this letter as a proof of my affection and 
eſteem : the diſorder in my eyes daily gains 
ground and renders writing, which was ever 
my delight, the moſt painful employment 
I can take up; you muſt therefore be 
content to change your correſpondent, (for we 
will not give up the pleaſure of hearing from 
one whoſe happineſs we are ſo warmly intereſt- 
ed in), and accept a young female one in 
lieu of .an old male one; in ſhort, my 
daughter Eliza, with our joint approbation, 
is henceforth to be my amanuenſis, and 
remember young man the confidence I place 
in your principles; let your letters to her 
be the teſt of your merit, and juſtify us 
for the partiality we all feel in your favor. 
I eſteem the worthy Clayton, and recom- 
mend you to deſerve his uncommon friend- 


ſhip. 
I am, dear Harley, | 


very ſincerely yours, 


SAMUEL ELLIS, 


LETTER 
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LETTER I. 


5 MRS. MENVILLE 'TO MES. BERTIE. 
0 U "have Wt” my happineſs, 
my dear friend; your approbation of 

my conduct has juſtified me in the judg- 

ment I preſumed to paſs on myſelf, and 

1] feel highly gratified on looking back 

without ſelf⸗ reproach and being entitled to 

look forward with hope. Mr. Menville is 
ever attentive to pleaſe and amuſe me; 
his generoſity is unbounded. I have ſuch 

a quantity of jewels and, fine clothes as 

might turn the head of a vain woman; for 

my part, accuſtomed by -my mother from 
my earlieſt days to neatneſs and ſimplicity 
| In 


- 
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in my ſtyle of dteſss : tloſfi gaudy orna- 
ments have no other value with me than 
as a proof of my huſband's affection. Yeſ- 
terday I ; met, with a ditle incident that 
1 mei and I, thought threw. ha 
momentary eloud over Mr. Menville' S-GOUN- 
tenance: We were; engaged to Spend ThE - 
. evening” with Dr. and Mrs... Ellis ; os 

Shepherd, (who you muſt remember) 2 
gay ;rattling; Sirl, Came in; juſt after tea, 
and a ſome: vely chat ſuddenly cried 
out, what! a wicked creatute you are, 
my 3 Mrs. Menville, to monopolize the 
- beaus; thus; here you have taken our na- 
bob chat we were all pulling caps, for, and, 
to complete gur mortification, haye depri- 
ved us of the only two wretches worth 
looking at, Harley and Clayton: : I was 
told this morning they are gone on a 1 
knight - errant expedition to Spain in queſt Il 
of adventures, that you Doctor was in che 1 
ſecret and had received a letter from the 
poor, forſaken, Harley: / the pronounced 
thoſe laſt words with. an - emphaſis and a 
| mali- 
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malicious Gnile in my face; J felt confu. 
ſed, and throwing my eyes on Mr. Men- 
ville thought his were fixed on me with 
a curious and very ſerious expreſſion in 
them; this obſervation increaſed my dif. 
order; the good Doctor, who ſaw our 
embarraſſment, ſaid, e the gentlemen are 
indeed in Spain, and I have been favored 
with a letter from Captain Harley, but 
as I by no means think myſelf a fit cor- 
reſpondent for a gay officer or a Kknight- 
errant, I have declined the honor intended | 
me: I was a little relieved by the Doc- 
tor's anſwer, ' and not at all ſorry to hear 
the gentlemen were actually in Spain; for 
my father having avoided mentioning Har- 
ley's name from the time Mr. Menville 
firſt addreſſed me, I had been totally ig- 

norant how he had diſpoſed of himſelf 

Miſs Shepherd, however, whether from 
deſign or merely for the ſake of chat, was 
not fo eafily filenced——< what a fimple- 
ton (cried ſhe) to throw away his time 
to ſo little purpoſe; I wiſh he had cho- 

| ſen 
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ſen me for his. correſpondent I ſhould hardly 
have declined the offer, for pdſitiyely he's 
a charming fellow and by no means yr 
ed to wear the willow; but gold, almigh- 
ty gold, has more powerful e 
a red coat and a pretty fellow now-a- 
days, when vanity makes ſuch large de 
mands for gratification. We may at 
leaſt, without breach of charit „aid Mrs. 
Ellis, ſmiling, - < ſuppoſe ſuch are our ſen- 
timents, or you would not ſport them a 
before company who I flatter myſelf are 
no t influenced by ſuch ungenerous mo- 
tives.” „But, my dear Kitty, dom t be ſo 
N before un-married men, for your 
own ſake?” + Upon my Marg f adatr 
ſaid Mr. - Manvillew gravely, J, 1 | 
the young lady is by no means ſingular in 
her opinion; ; we every day. ſee inſtances 
of marriages , where interenbecd; views are 
alone conſulted in the union.“ < It may 


I am happy enough to know. no ſuch deſ- 
picable 1 in the Rs free of my 


vor. E. Ac- 


be fo,” replied Mrs. Ellis, N 5 


hs. | 


- 


acquaintinee.” 8 Lord! P:" cried the giddy 
girl, '* how ſerious you are upon the ſab. 
_ je; What ſignifies the motives for mar- 
riage if 4 woman makes a good wife ?” 
Parden me, Miſs Shepherd, » fad Mr. 
»Menville, if I think it ſignifies a great 
deal; 1 "wiſh! to have the affections; the 
Bart of my wife, and ſo would ever 
7 of ſentiment: „ O yes!“ returned 
the, * y men of ſentiment, of nice bo- 
nor, expect a great deal, without conſi- 
dering ener how own merits entitle you 
the but wiſe men are as 


eaſily eve.” as other people ; and if 
your wife chuſes to take the trouble of 


** þ 


q you believe you poſſeſs her ye 
it anſwers all the purpoſes of reality, 
your mighty wiſdom and Knee 

diͤiſcovers the contrary.” This ſtrange ſpeech 

Was uttered in a very farcaſtic, Pointed 
manner; Mr. Menville reddened, J felt 
confuſed, and Mrs. Ellis looked uneaſy. 
Upon my word Kitty,“ ſaid Miſs Ellis, who 
dad not yet cc you are a ſtrange mad- 


Cap, 
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cap, and ſport very Freely on a ſtate you ar 

in hopes ſome day of entering into with oe | 
different ſentiments I am ſure, and there- 
fore, not- to miſlead Mr. Menville - and- 
Mr. Barlow (the curate, - who was preſent) 

as to your real character, I beg you will 
change the ſubje&.” With all my heart,” 
returned ſhe, laughing, truth is not to be 
ſpoken at all times, therefore J have done; 
and, a-pro-pos, have a much more de- 
lightful ſubject to deſcant on: do you know- 
my mother has at length prevailed with 
my father to take us to London this win- 
ter, and we intend going ſo early as the 
end of next month; my mother has al- 
ready written to a friend to get us a ready 
furniſhed houſe, left the old don ſhould 
alter his mind.” Vou forget I am pre- 
ſent, I preſume, Miſs Shepherd,” ſaid the 
doctor. «O! I cry you mercy, fir; T 
wont ſay *o/4 don” any more: indeed, 
1 am diſpoſed to be a wonderful, dutiful, 
reſpectful child, now my wiſhes are gra- 
tified,” There's much merit in that re- 
1 1 ſolution, 


75 
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ſolution; to be ſure; faid Mr. Barlow, 
ſmiling. None of your ſneers, Mr. Bar- 
low; (retorted ſhe) I have at leaſt the 
merit of ſpeaking my ſentiments without 
diſguiſe, and I believe, my good fir, a 
great deal of ſelf-love is at the bottom of 

our very beſt actions, if they were fairly 


addreſſing me ſuddenly, do oi ͤ believe 
our actions are entirely diſintereſted ? that 
we perform our ſeveral duties always from 
principle alone, if contrary to the feelings 
of our hearts?” A good mind, my dear 
Miſs Shepherd, I ſhould ſuppoſe, would 
find the performance of its duties the high- 
eſt gratification of ſelf- love, independent 
of its claims upon our principles; and 'tis 
impoſſible but that the performance of our 
domeſtic duties muſt be cloſely connected 
wich the feelings of our hearts.” Ah! 
lord, you are too ſententious for me,“ 
cried ſhe, * ſo pray, dear Miſs Ellis, oblige 
us with a lively leſſon, or a cheerful ſong, 
to raiſe my ſpirits, which are getting into 
n ; GE We” ; "the 
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the humdrums with theſe. old muſty morals.” 


Miſs - Ellis very © readily © complied, and 


every one playing in turn, the viſit end- 
ed without any more particular converſa- 


tion. In the evening after we returned, 


Mr. Menville ſaid, Miſs Shepherd was a 


very fine lively girl, and though rather a 


little too volatile there was much truth in 


many of her obſervations. I replied, that 
ſhe had abundance of vivacity, with, I 
believed, a very good heart, and I dared 
ſay, was a ——— character from 


what ſhe led people to ſuppoſe by her 
mirthful diſpoſition. O! returned he, 


«I admire that cheerful ſpirit—it keeps 


one alive:” he then aſked a _ thouſand 


queſtions about her; I told him her fa- 
ther had been an eminent ſurgeon, . and 
having acquired, as was believed, a gen- 


teel competency had given up bulineſs four 


or five years paſt; her mother was the 
only daughter of an attorney, long ſince 
dead; ſhe had been brought up in an 
expenlive ſtyle and was what, in our vil- 
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lage, we termed a gay lady; though with- 


out any reproach on her character, they 
had a ſon in the Eaſt-India ſervice, and 
a' younger daughter at a boarding- ſchool.“ 


5 Having ended my. account of the family, 


« how comes it (aſked he) this family ne- 


ver viſited oe; I anſwered, © my father 


and mother having declined receiving their 


*% 


viſits, and their manners being entirely op- 
poſite, no other intercourſe than cold ci- 

vility had ever taken place between the fa- 
miles. . And ny attachment to you,” 


ſaid he, ſmiling, precluded me from their 


attentions, I fuppoſe, however, as T chuſe 
to live ſociably I ſhall encourage the ac- 


quaintance when 1 have an opportunity. 


1 made no reply, for neither the mother 
or daughter are at all to my taſte: the 


latter (having frequently met with her at 


the doctor's) I have always been upon a 


civil footing with, ' though I am perſuaded 


Jam not a favorite, for Miſs Ellis told 
me, ſome time ſince, ſhe was extremely 


n to Captain Harley, but finding he 
paid. 
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paid no attention to her, when ſhe ly; 
a Nabob had purchaſed. the hall, ſhe flat- 
tered, herſelf. Harley would ſoon be eclipſed 
and that the ſtranger: might fall a victim 
to her charms. Unhappily Mr. Menville's 
early pre poſſeflian in my favor, and con- 
ſtant viſits to our houſe, precluded the plan 
ſhe. projected from taking Place: my mar- 
riage and Harley's abſence, has increaſed 
her diſlike to me, and conſequently. Lean 
promiſe. myſelf no pleaſure from the ac- 
quaintance : I dare ſay. if I exꝑreſſed any 
diſinclination to it, my huſband would 
readily give it up, as he is always oblig- 
ing; but I muſt appear capricious if L do 
not aſſign my reaſons, and thoſe I have 
mentioned above you will readily conceive 
1 cannot give to him; I muſt thereſore 
be paſſive on the fubject and let him act 
as he thinks proper. We often; reject the 
means of happineſs placed within our pow- 
er, as I have. recently experienced in re- 
fuſing to viſit Bath: how happy ſhould 
1 feel i in embracing you there, my dear 
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Mrs. Bertie, but tis impoſſible | How to 
urge it; after declining my huſband's in- 
vitation there would be an indelicacy to- 
wards him if 1 wiſhed for the journey 
becauſe you are there. Circumſtanced as 
9 am, it behoves me to be particularly 
careful that Mr. Menville ſhould believe 
he has no rival in my heart, nor a wiſh 
[ that he is not maſter of: I muſt there- 
fore relinquiſh” the pleaſing idea of hold- 
ing a perfonal communication, and be con- 
bed with'enjoying as the next poſſible good, 
a conſtant correſpondence, Which I am 
perſuaded your good. nature and friendſhip 
will permit me to enjoy as frequently as 
your more agreeable avocations will per- 
mik. I am truly grateful for your good 
aunt's wiſhes, and alſo for the little in- 
tereſting narrative Ah Imy dear, how 
much is poor Mrs. S— to be pitied, and 
_ an unfecling wretch is the daughter! 
11 am ever moſt ee | 


, your obliged, 


15 EMIL y MzNVII I E. 


LETTER 


WOMAN AS SHE SHOULD BE, © #z 


„ LETTER Wei 


Us. BERTIE TO MRS. MEN VIII. 
* 


Bath, | 


E RE r am my dear E and 
have the Pleaſure to ſay my aunt 


dore the little journey much better than 


1 expected: : we have been arrived three 
days and find there are a pretty large num- 
ber of our acquaigtance here in this 
feat of pleaſure and difipation ; but the 


2 of my heart is wanting, and that 
votaries of faſhion. We have not yet 
been at the rooms, of courſe you can 
expect no entertainment; but T would 
not omit writing for two reaſons, firſt, 


a void can never be filled up by the 
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that knowing my addreſs I might hear 
from you ſoon, the other, to give my 
opinion on the ſubject of your laſt let- 
ter. I hate that Miſs Shepherd, yes I 
hate her; that ſhe is envious of your 
excellencies T can eafily conceive; few 
young women have generoſity enough to 
bear with an acknowledged ſuperiority in 
another, hut there appears a malignancy in 
her heart under the cover of affected le- 
vity, ſhe is therefore dangerous; ſhe en- 
vies your preſent ſituation, and is enraged 
at the loſs of the other gentlemen :» be- 
ware of her my dear Mrs. Menville—ayoid 
a intimacy as much as poſlible ;—your 
candid and generous ſpirit is by no means 
a match for art and Quplicity. Not hav- 
ing the honor of knowing Mr. Menv ile, 
I do not preſume to form any judgment 
oſu him further than one trait in his cha- 
racter has let me into, and on that head 
JT am ſilent tis impoſſible but he muſt 
5 love and eſteem you beyond any woman 
in the world: were you not to 
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moſt of your ſex, you had never been 
wife, therefore I will not entertain a doubt 


of - your happineg. 1 have eiten due 


highly of your delicacy, (for I will not 
ſuppoſe any daughter of Eve can be with 
out curioſity in her compoſition) as you 
muſt: have heard that I did not live hap- 
pily with Mr. Bertie; that you fever aſk- 
ed''ahy particulars of my ſituation many 
times I have thought to begin the ſubject, 
but ſhall I confefs, ſelf-love and a © with. 
not to leſſen myſelf in your eſteem has 


hitherto prevented the communication; for 


do not pretend to exculpate myſelf en- 


tirely from blame, yet as your frankneſs 


on a late occaſion entitles you to unre- 
ſervedneſs on mine, I. will mortify my- 
ſelf by relating to you the few particulars 
of my conduct in the three years I was 
Mr. Bertie's wife, and truſt you will judge 
with the tenderneſs of a friend, and 85 
<a ware you nes MS 80 5 9 


: Ws 


ad loſt . my 3 (Colonel l 


| jew Moleſworth) at a very early age, 
SS” when 
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when I - was: t00! young to know bein o 
lde and: Was ſo mee not to feel their 
Joſs from the care and. tenderneſs I have 
ever experienced in my ne and aunt's 
vntemitting endeavours to make me hap- 
Þy: My aunt had ne children of her own, 
I was, therefore her adopted daughter: the 
fortune I inherited did not exceed three 
thouſand; pounds: ſoldiers, as your, father 
juſtly iobſerved, ſeldom acquire riches, and 
my parents were young and faſhionable;,. 
nothing therefore remained for me but my 
mother's: fortune which had been ſecured 
to her: This money: was placed. to the 
beſt advantage, and my generous uncle 
declared neither intereſt nor principal ſhould: 
be leſſened by the expences of my edu- 
cation. The years of my childhood-paſſed' 
in uninterrupted happineſs: I had no parti- 
char intimates among my: own ſex, my. 
aunt did not approve of girliſh friendſhips; at 
an age (ſhe uſed to ſay,) ) when the un- 
gerſtandings are not properly informed nor 
* rectitude of Serke aſſured and eſta- 


—＋ 7 * 


a . 19s n be any 2 
defects in the heart of either of chem; ; i 
for the ſame reaſon ſhe objected to a board- fl 
ing ſchool education, where in large 'iſe> 
minaries it was impoſſible to expect 4 

ſnould be equally good, and one girl of 

faulty principles or depraved heart might 

too poſſibly ruin the morals of - fifty N had 
therefore the happineſs of being xought 

up under her own eye, and had her pre- 

eepts and example been the rule of my 

life I might have been happy; but I in- 
herited a great portion of my father's ſpi- 

rit; I was haughty and impetuous natu- 
rally; the kindneſs of my more than pa- 

rents ſcarce ever permitted the faults of - 

my diſpoſition to be viſible, and they thought - 
me all perfection. When I was ſeventeen 

I was introduced into the gay world, and 

on my account my aunt enlarged her par- | 
ties and extended her acquaintance : being 

a. new face and a reputed great fortune ag * 
heireſs o my. uncle, I had a numerous 
. 


K 


ſet 9 "REAR all MANS indifferent to 
me but one evening at Lady Paterſon's 
raut Mr. Bertie was introduced as a young 
Weſt- Indian of faſhion t Gordines'3 His 
perſon was remarkably handfome;- with al! 
_ "that vivacity und fire in his eyes and mo- 


"We. 


: jongafas- which thoſe children of the ſun 
1 | 41 : 1 | inn tthed. - «Þ;; preſently. caught his 
ate and as the gentleman who in- 


; trodugeg;jchim was . acquainted with my un- 
cle, he Was introduced to us particularly, 
and pxeceived an invitation to accompany 
his friend to a party we were to have the 
following day. In ſhort, not to tire you, 
his viſits were conſtantly repeated our 
mutuaf affection was viſible, and his pro- 
poſals being unexceptionable in about five 
months after his firſt introduction we were 

1 ited with the approbation of all our friends. 
We lived in a ſtyle of elegance few pri- 
Fate fortunes could exceed, and every day 
our affection appeared op increaſe ; but this 

F x vas a ſtate of felicity | that could not be 
permanent no uninterrupted happineſs can 
. WIG: exiſt 
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exiſt in this | life. -[Abput/ twenty wen 
after our marriage, he received letters Tye 
abroad relative to his eſtates there, Which 
required his immediate preſence; the ne- 
ceſſity was obvious and could not be di- 
penſed wich; the was. miſtfable, I was 
at happy: he ventured one moxpings to 
beenthe a wiſh that I would dnn e 


1 


fuſed his requeſt in rather a perem 
manner he, as lively as myſelf, ctie OL 
haſtily, tis well, madam, I find how. lit- 
tle ſhare I hold in your affections ſince you 
chooſe to be ſeparated from me. & The 
choice, ir, I replied, haughtily, « 1s Of Tour 
own making; you chooſe to leave me. 
“How unkind and unjuſt is that reproach: * 
ſaid he, ſoſtening and taking my Pao 
«you know, my dear Charlotte, the m6 
ceſſity for my going; a very large ſhare 
of my property is at ſtake, and 1 ſhould. 
do you the greateſt injuſtice to neglect 1 It. * | 
«] can ſee no ſuch neceſſity: you have 
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a large 


cle had — reſerved: ir gd uſe 
and therefore \ we” e ſufficient,” * Hea- 
* © eturned he) < how' reluctant- 
; ' obey this call, but it cannot be 
given up: 1 muſt ſubmit to the painful 
"A if you will not accompary 
but, ou, your uncle, che whole wofkd;, 
would deſpiſe me if I ſuffered myſelf to 
be wronged and my property loſt.” To- 
muſt do as you pleaſe; I anſwered pee- 
viſhly, and immediately left the room. 
My uncle and aunt were to dine with us; 
when we met, they ſaw ſomething had 
ruffled me, and eagerly enquired the cauſe; 
repeated what had paſt—my aunt was 
ſurpriſed and vexed: ſhe ſaid, ſhe hop- 
ed Mr. Bertie would not igt upon my 
going: dear Madam,” (I cried) * it 
1 ſhould hate him for ever if he aſked me 
a ſeconcꝭ time when he knows tis diſagree- 
able Hold, my dear niece,” ſaid ſſie, 
"ds Not. be ſo haſty; Mr. Bertie has a 
1 25 right 
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gbr to yen Bbedience; but 1 ng 
has too much affection and good- nature to 
preſs it, if you are unwilling,” © Tis an 
unlucky affair,” added my uncle, « but 
doubtleſs your huſband is right; he muſt 
unavoidably: go over himſelf: finding this 
was his opinion, I made no rep nent 
table Mr. Bertie mentioned his intoncdled 
voyage, which my uncle approyedj though 
he lamented the neceſſity for hig ubſtnce. 
I was rather ſullen though my eyes were ready 
to overflow: he addreſſed me with his uſual 
kindneſs, and told my aunt * that to her 
affectionate care he muſt ſoon leave” the 
treaſure infinitely more precious than what 
he was compelled to ſeek after. This was 


I felt for his uneaſy ſtare of mind, bn 0 


conſent to quit England and my friends v 
the ſubject was never renewed, n = i 
than a fortnight he parted from m in 


ſhort of his; but 7 had the ſuppot 


Fo 


the firſt diſagreeable day I had ever known; 


though I dreaded his abſence, I could not 


we - 


expreſſible agonies; my grief was [7 3 


> lieſt opportunity I received a letter from 


"> 1 


* * 


dear. Mrs. 8 Nene och 11 blame me 
and think I. had very little ſenſibility, but 
OY do aſſure you. I: ſuffered extremely and 
E needed all, my aunt's kindneſs to reconcile 
me to this ſeparation. By the very ear- 


nen he had not then reached his deſtined 
Port, and his melancholy ſtyle occaſioned 
. repentance that I had Per- 
— = to depart without me; but 
I ſoon reconciled my feelings; I was young, 
juſt entered into life, and met with reſ- 
pect and admiration every where: I pur- 
ſued the daꝝzling proſpect of pleaſure with 
rather too much avidityz my uncle and 
aunt remonſtrated now and then, gent, 
but, conſcious of the rectitude of my prin- 
eiples, I imprudently ſacrificed the appear 
auce of delicacy. and decorum, and joined 
in en feſtive party propoſed to me. 
ary danglers; among others, Mr. 
- Baward. an-clegant young man of faſhion 


* n ſhadow; I. was flattered 
. by 


which ew ty b a — N bum which 
the malicious. obſervers of my conduct failed 


not to put a very different interpretation 


on; I incurred cenſures, which the im- 


propriety of my behaviour aſſuredliy. juſti- 


fied, but which I was no ways conſcious 
of deſerving, from the purity of my ſenti- 
ments. How eaſily do we deceive ourſelves! 
Innocent of any real criminal affection, 1 
conſidered only the gratification of my va: 
nity and never attended to the admonitions 
of my aunt, or that decorum a married 


woman under my particular circumſtances 
ought to have ſtrictly obſerved. I had du: 


ring this time received another letter from 


my huſband. of his: ſafe arrival, which gave 


me unfeigned pleaſure; for he was as dear 
to me as ever, notwithſtanding my follies 
and diſſipation, and I anxiouſly "aſhes — 


his return. One morning my 


on me, and after ſome indifferent cha 5 


— = A 


perhaps, my dear Charlotte, you wi 
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juſtice to my affection and the motives 
which induces me to hurt your feelings by 
proving to you how ſeverely you have wound- 
ed mine.” —He' pauſed, tears in his eyes 


time paſt, it is ſuch as your reaſon can 


worthy huſband can juſtify? I was ſtartled, 


fon is equally free from guilt I am en- 
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be pleaſed wich 0 0 i" 


Jou: Nas ee, +106 pong married 
women think highly of their own conſe- 
quence, and in general ill brock advice or 
reprehenſion; but though your pride may 
be offended, your heart I know will do 


agitated equally by veiation and tender- 
neſs, 1 Nees only reply, I beſeech you, 
fir, to go on. Well then, my dear child, 
(for as ſuch I have Ever conſidered you) 
permit me to aſk you, if upon reflection 
and examination of your conduct for ſome 


approve or the affection you owe to your 
he went on. That your heart and per- 
confident - admiration and the delu- 


{ five — of the world have miſled, but 
* | e 1 trulf 


more ready p think untavorably, than other- 
wiſe; you will not therefore be ſurpriſed, 
| to hear. you are accuſed of the blackeſt 
crimes, .of an improper congssien with 
Mr. Howard, and the diſſipation e your 
huſband's fortune. And, who ſir, dares; 
accuſe me of ſuch, hqrrid - crimes ? ſaid 


who judges of your conduct, replied my 
uncle, © I hear it every where your aunt 
is ſo mortified by the cruel. aſperſions you 
have taken pains to deſerve, that ſhe dreads ; 
going into company,  ſecludes herſelf. from, 
| the world, and conſiders . herſelf involved 
in the diſgraceful ſuſpicions entertained. of 


cation, Tis not enough, my dear niece 
tis a duty we owe ourſelves, our relatiehns, 


and ſociety in general, * appear what We; 
really 
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haſtily, interrupting. him. © Every body 


FW. by having, had the care of your edu- 


to be really virtuous, we muſt appear ſa;. 


— 


8 1 
n 
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conduct to the works 4 evice the 
of our principles. Tou are for a time 
ſeparated from your huſband, it is not ne- 
ceſſary you ſhould renounce the world or 
its pleaſures, but they ſhould be enjoyed 
with moderation; a particular decency and 
decoruim ought to be obſerved, and prove 
that your affection for your huſband is not 
abated by abſence—no partic cular man ſhould 
be- fingled out, however innocently, as a 
conſtant companion, leſt the world and that 
very man form comectures to your diſad- 
vantage, and the latter entertain preſump- 
tuous hopes which may in their conſe- 
quences make you deſpicable in your own 
eyes, after loſing the eſteem and reſpect 
of your friends. Conſider all theſe things, 
my dear niece, with attention; conſider 
your own reputation, the honor, the hap- 
pineſs of a worthy man who adores you, 
the felicity of your friends who have only 
you to look forward to for their peace or 
- a | miſery 


XV AS*SHE SHOULD BE: +» of 


nila: ps lifts; all depends on 1 
You hiavegoodmture; generoſity, and vir 
tuous ſentiments, reſume your natura * 
racter, my dear Charlotte, be guided by 
the dictates of an unerring monitor, and 
you will be all your friends can with for; 
you will gain more real * admiration even 
from the gay and difpated, #hillt the good 
and virtuous will love, reſpect, and eſteem 
you.” My uncle could ſcarcely articulate 
his laſt words for his emotions. I had been 
almoſt choaked with” mine, and could nei- 
ther ſpeak nor ſhed a tear; he ſaw my 
lituation, he roſe and embraced me: * par- 
don me, my dear niece, forgive the anx- 
iety of your maternal aunt, your moſt af- 
fectionate uncle; I will leave you to your 
own reflections, and if you wiſh to ſee 
us, on the firſt ſummons, your aunt and 
myſelf will attend you.” As he was about 
to leave me, I. caught his hand, cc 0 my 
deareſt, my beſt friend, you ſhall not leave 
me, permit me to accompany you, I now 
hate myſelf and all my folhes, let me fly 
ER nk to 
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to my dear aunt and ud n and re- 


and was received by my affectionate aunt 


by the attention of my aunt and her re- 


ner, ought to have given me additional 
pleaſure; but there was a coldneſs, a for- 
mality in the ſtyle that alarmed me; 1 
conſulted my aunt, ſhe made light of my 


pentance obtain her pardon for- all the er- 
rors of my conduct. My good uncle 
ſhed: tears of joy. I returned with him 


with tranſport and real affection. From 
that day I faw the follies I had been 
guilty of in their true light—I gave up 
all my light frivolous acquaintance, re- 
ceived Mr. Howard's viſits but ſeldom, and 
never without other company preſent, and 


ſpectable friends, inſenſibly regained my own 
approbation, by enjoying the eſteem of the 
worthy ; this period was by far the hap- 
pieſt I had known from Mr. Bertie's ab- 
ſence, but it was of ſhort duration: a let- 
ter I received from him announcing his 
quick return to England, and having ſettled 
his affairs in a very advantageous man- 


© 5 


whe AS SHE ono ol we! „ 
appre henſions;” but I ſaw by her counte- 


nance I was juſtified in them. I fuffered 


the moſt poignant uneaſineſs for near three 
weeks, when cruel doubt was loſt in mi- 


ſerable certainty —I flew to his arms with 


real tranſport he coldly ſaluted with 


à reſerve in his manner that chilled; me 
to the heart; I burſt into tears, he ſeemed: 
moved, and as if to avold entering on 


diſagreeable ſubjects, lightly run over an 
account of his voyage and ſucceſs in his bu- 
ſineſs: I tried to recover myſelf, and con- 
gratulated him on having ſettled his af - 
fairs % ſoon; he caught the word, and with 
a ſigh replied, “it was indeed much ſoon- 
er than 1 expected, or I believe was wiſhed: 
for by others; but come,“ ſaid he, riſing, 
«I am much fatigued and ſhall be glad 


of reſt I accompanied him, he paſt a 


miſerable reſtleſs night; I never cloſedꝭ m 


eyes; I ſaw an alteration: in him which ! 


could only account for by ſuppoſing ſome: 
officious perſon had informed him of my 


former imprudent conduct; I was: therefore 
1 . mel 
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reſolved) to come to an expl tion, for my 
ſoul- ſickened: at the idea of being thought, 
umworthily of by him, nor | could: I bear 
enen ſuſpenſe. At breakfaſt, when. 
the ſame ſorrow and reſerve was viſible, 
L ventured to enquire the cauſe of it; 
< neither the cauſe nor effects can be ſtrange 
tO. you, JL ſhould: think,” was all his All- 
ſwer. I told him © that I believed ſome. 
ſtrong prejudice: had taken poſſeſſion of his 
mind, but that conſcious of my on in- 
nocence though I could not exculpate my- 
ſelf entirely from blame, yet it was of, 
ſuch à nature as by no means deſerved his 
preſentibehaviour.” Before he could reply, 
my uncle and aunt were announced, and 
them he received maſt cordially; after the 
firſt ſalutations, my uncle turning to me 
oried I congratulate you, my dear niece, 
onr:your: preſent happineſs.” - This was too 
much I could not reſtrain my tears, which 
greatly ſurpriſed them. Mr. Bertie roſe, 
to leave the room, I ſtopped bim « ſtay, WM « 


5 and unfold to my. beſt friends how 1 
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lavr offendedz and wherefore Þ have de- 


ſerved your unkind; treatment: and do you, 
my dear aunt; acquaint Mr. Bertie with 
all my follies; extenuate nothing let him! 


nent on my” worſt actions, let 


ſit in judg 


him alſo know my repentance, and then 
il heè cannot acquit me, let us ſeparate: 


for ever.“ I flew to my chamber over 


whelmed with ſorrow—in- about an hour 
my good friends joined me; compoſe your 


ſelf, my dear niece; ſaid my aunt; your 
huſband is undeceived, and is really no 
ways to blame, conſidering the information 
he has received. Some officious perſon 


las painted your conduct in the blackeſt 


colours malice could invent; and the ſame 


hand informed him of your laviſn expen- 


ces during the firſt four, montlis of his 
abſence; I muſt own, eee uncle and 


myſelf were ſtartled at the ſums he men- 


tioned; we have, however, I hope; re- 


moved: the veil of prejudice from lis eyes 


—he is prepared to ſee you with a diffe- 


| rent opinion of your conduct, and deſires 
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I felt humbled and indignant; I ſcarcely 
knew if I ſhould follow my aunt, or re 
ject his apology; whilſt J was doubtful, 
he entered the room, and embracing me 
warmly, forgive me, my dear Charlotte, 
have wronged you, pronounce my par- 
don and let there be no further drawback 
on our happineſs. is for you' to for- 
give, I replied, melted by his addreſs, 
« ſince you are the perſon wronged, and I 
i ; | 3 to incur your ſuſpicions but do 
| me the juſtice to believe, though I have 
"ooo vain, fooliſh, and extravagant, my 
heart has never erred. thats has always been 
yours, and yours alone.” He appeared much 
affected, and in the moſt endearing 
ner requeſted all former occurrences ſhould 
be buried in oblivion... For ſome days we 
lived in perfect happineſs, but as his re- 
| turn obliged us to mix with the world, I 
quickly found the ſeeds of jealouſy! were 
8 tooted in his mind; he watched every look 
and word of mine with an eye of ſuſpicion; 
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if ay gentleman addreſſed me with com- 
mon civility, his looks were quite furi- 
without aſſigning any reaſon.— treat his ac- 
quaintance with that chilling civility that 
ſoon i drove them from his houſe; and then 
complain of being deſerted and neglected. 
] ventured two or three times to remon- 
ſtrate and point out the impropriety of his 
— but his behaviour on ſuch occa- 
ns quite terrified me—he would look 
_- and furious, ſometimes ſnatch: me to 
his arms and cry, «ah Charlotte! I was 
once too happy, curſed be the time I left 
England. At other times he would ſi- 
ence me with a ſtern air and imprecate 
himſelf, me, and all the world; in ſhort 
we. were ſoon very unhappy ; his temper 
was entirely changed, and, conſcious that 
I had by my 1mprudence given fome co- 
lour for his ſuſpictons, I felt mortified and 
diſtreſſecd, yet as I made it my unremit- 
ting endeavor to pleaſe him, to eraſe every 
unfavorable idea from his mind, and as I 
F 3 1 


0 recovered Sheingnoide aplaien; of my 
moſt reſpectable friends, at times I could 
ilearcely brook - his capriciaus hehaviour 
without reſenting it. For many months 
we went on in this uncomfortable manner; 
my uncle and aunt ſaw and pitied my ſi- 
tuation, but ſmall was the conſolation they 
could afford me. One day, after à very 
reſtleſs night on his part, he ſaid, with 
great agitation, , Charlotte, 1 ee 
to leave England within this fortnight.” 

-< Goad God! I :extlaimed,; ur. 
priſed) if that ãs your: en Iahope 
will take me with you. No“ repliec 
he, ſighing, «bat rumot be; I believe 
2I have not treated uu latehy as ou de- 
nerve; I {feel an alteration in my diſpo- 
+fition, and J know you are oſten diſtroſt 
by my behaviour; do not werp, my dear 
Charlotte, my abſence I hope will not be 
a long one, and when I return I n 
ve ſhall meet more happy than ever“ ©] 
tee” cried i, that I am no longer be- 


f loved, that WI Luſpicions s Muri 
ous 


— 
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wrong me and yourſelf; never, for a ſm- 
gle moment, haue I ceaſed to love u, 
never have I violated the vows: I made 
ut the dltar n . mtit, I. de Helene y 
ſaid he, eagerly, © impoſiilerhas angel form 


and delicate mind could forget the :reve- 


rence due to herſelf but my mind is diſ- 


urbed, I wiſh ſor a time to change the. 


covered ſpirits, and deſerve your affeclio- 
nate attention: I have an uncle, as you 


dend * hve chan few Am, 5 „Ak 


take me with you, —” I cried, do not 
make me miſerable under the idea that 


you are ſeparated from me by choĩce 


be ns greatly affected, I Thed floods ef 


tears, but his reſolution was unſhaken. Be- 
Po. convineed that my on folly: and im- 
; ence had drawn this afffiction upon us 
both, I determined during his abſence to 
reſide at my uncle's; he oppoſed this: de- 


en, entreated me in the moſt earneſt man- 
F 4 ner 
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ner to remain in my own houſe, uncon- I 
trolled miſtreſs of his fortune, but my 
reſolution was fixed, and to ſhorten my 
tory, | the ſame day he left England, I 
quitted my Houſe. Happy had it been for 
me, had I prudently taken that ſtep when 
he firſt left me, how many miſerable hours, 
how many bitter upbraidings from my own 
heart, might then have been avoided ! My 
affectionate friends ſaid; and did every thing 
to conſole me, and by the firſt packet 1 
received a letter in the fondeſt ſtyle wor 
Mt. Bertie, which was more efficacious to my 
peace than all their endeavours. Ales! my 
tranquillity was of ſhort duration imp 
tiently expected the next ee 144 ar 
of its arrival, I had no letters, and was 
truly miſerable: my uncle and aunt, I * 
ſer partook of my ſorrow without 
exertions to remove it. 1 caught . 
ſeveral times in low and earneſt diſcourſe 
and judged there was ſome ſecret kept from 
me; I addreſſed my aunt and conjured her 
0 ** nothing, as 1 and 
- ſuſ- 
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faſpenſs was worſe than death. - After nie 


preparation I. learnt the dreadful intelli- _ 


gence: a letter had arrived from Mr. 


Bertie's uncle to mine, with the ſhocking 


gentlem en going on a party of pleaſure on 


the river, by ſome accident the boat was 
overſet my dear unfortunate huſband, with 


two others, were drowned, the third gen- 


tleman 3 a ſkilful ſwimmer. was taken 
up by a veſſel, Judge, my deareſt Mrs. 
Menville, what muſt have been my feel- 
ings—1I e myſelf as the murderer 
of my huſband 

ſon, and Gp) ſome weeks was inſenſible 
to every thing—to the attentive kindneſs 
of my friends I was indebted for my re- 
but for many months, ſorrow and 
remorſe preyed on my heart and rendered 
me dead to every ſenſe of conſolation; 


1 booked back with horror on my light and 


frivolous” behaviour, and though I could 
2 with BO: crime, yet the high- 
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| 3 to me: the Vanity, he zoquetr 
. married woman is wholly inexci 
| ble, but particularly ſo in the "ent of 
her huſband. The world had been ſevere in 
their ſtrictures On my. conduct, and: the 
conſciouſneſs of deſerving that ſeverity; by 
_ the little attention 1 paid to appcarances, 
embittered alſo by reflection — 
ſures I incurred had deſtroyed. my duſ- 
band's peace, driven. him from me, and 
Was the cauſe of his premature death, 2 
3 made me completely retche 
Happy is the wife who can look back with 
out ſelf- reproach when deprived of a be⸗ 
loved huſband ! Warned by my exam 
Jet not any young woman. ſuppoſe 127 ihe 
is conſcious of no:crime,. ſne may indulge 
the gaiety of her heart, xe I: 
_ - admiration ſhe excites, and facrifice the pub- 
lic opinion to the: gratification of her os 
vanity, with impunity: 'tis not ſufficient 
to be really virtuous, tis a duty we oeẽ 
ſociety to appear ſuch, and the neglect of 
it is ſure to be- attended with the . 
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of the world, and unavailing repentance 
to ourſelves.” My uncle, who dreaded" the 
effect of my grief might deſtroy my health, 
propoſed: going abroad for a year or ewe, 
a ſcheme 1 gladly aſſented to, for every 
öbject in England was hateful to me. We 
ſoon Het” off fer Paris, where” T firſt aw 
the amiable Mrs. S— whoſe little ſtory 
] have related to you: we made a tour 
througi France and Italy, and after a re- 
ſidence abroad of near three years I returned 
to England in good health and ſpirits; 
and theugh now and then diſagrecable re- 
troſpections will obtrude, yet time, that 
univerſab diſpeller of ſorrow, has reſtored 
my peace. And now, my dear Mrs. Men- 
ville, F have ventured to ſhew you how 
vmrorthy I am of the kind partiality you 
have hofiored-me with, but which it is 
my Aarling wiſh by my ſubſequent con- 
duct to Arve ; your very favourable opi- 
nion of me has frequently given a pang 
to my heart from conſcious unworthineſs, 
Jett I thipk I deſerve fome degree of cre- 


7 6 | dit, 
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j; dit, I am now but three and twenty and 
have quite a matronly air which very of- 


ten ſubjefts me to ridicule, but the five 


| paſt years of my life has taught me leſ- 
ſons of prudence I ſhall never forget, be- 
cauſe learnt by bitter experience. This enor- 
mous packet muſt go under two covers, 
I have dedicated a day and almoſt a night 
to you; to-morrow I launch into the world, 
an obſerver, but I truſt, not 2 partaker 
of its follies. Write to me very ſpeedily 
and tell me you love me. ſtill if amy hap- 
pineſs is dear to you, for this laſt+eightecu 
months of my life, honored with. r 
he. is by far the m eric 
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my warmeſt thanks for your obliging 
and-much-wiſhed for communications; you 
have, indeed experienced much trouble and 
ſorrow, but I think judge more ſeverely 
of your own conduct than your worſt ene- 
my would preſume to do. You could not 
think favourably of my ſincerity if I ſaid, 
you. was entirely free from blame, but. = 
my opinion thoſe perſons. muſt have very 
little candour indeed who do not exculpate 
you from being anſwerable for the misfor- 
tune which befel Mr Bertie, which was 

ſurely. 
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ſurely owing to the impetuoſity of his own 
diſpoſition. I acknowledge with you that 
a married woman's conduct cannot be too 
exactly circumſpect, and that the illibera- 
ty of the world will generally magnify fol- 
lies into vices very foreign to the heart. 
My ſmall knowledge of mankind has been 
| hitherto confined to the good and worthy 
part of it; pray with me, my dear Mrs, 
Bertie, that I may not experience a more 
painful acquaintance with it, for I am about 
to mix with. that world which toe often 
corrupts the 3e hearts. "Book-knowledge | 
zs very inſufficient to guard us from od _ 
| tafions, and ay amiable and reſpectet 
rents, by ſecluding themſelves Lys in 
the country, were very incompetent judges 
of the follies which faſhion has ſtamped 
into the neceſſary accompliſhments of gen- 
teel life. Mr. Menville has lived pretty 
much in the gay world, and to him I am 
indebted for my information, to prepare 
me for the ſcenes T muſt ſoon be à wit- 
neſs of. In, mort, my dear friend, we are 
CALLS. * pre- No 
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preparing for a London journey, (ſuch it 
is to me who have never been. ten-miles 


from my natiue village) the ſcheme was 
ſuddenly adopted as you ſhall heart. Tw O 
days after 1 wrote my aſt letter, A -re- 
ceived à card; containing Mr. Mrs. anti 
Miſs Shepherd's compliments and intended 7 
themſelves the honor of waiting on Mr. and 4% 
ville the following evening.” My | 

A nd requeited E would join in His re- 
„ for Wels company to dinner, as (he 
aid), + he hated the formality of an even- 
ing viſit im tlie country; F complied, and 
an anſwer” was diſpatched which ſeemed to 
give him much pleaſure. | My father eall- 
ing in ſoon aſter, I mentioned the intended 
viſit, as I knew he would not like to meet 
them; he appeared very grave, „my dear 
Emily,“ (ſaid he) “ as tis Mr. Menville's 
wiſh to be oß terms of intimacy with them. 
vou mult acquieſce, but J entreat you to 
extend your aequaintanee no farther than 
common civxility requires, they are not cha- 
racters I approve of; Doctor Ellis from 
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his ſituation thought himſelf compelled to. 
receive their viſits, but that worthy family 

do not [eſteem the Shepherds; proud, de- 
ſigning, frivolous. people; hey are incapa- 

ble of friendſhip, and. have no rectitude 

of principle—obey. your huſband in receiv- 

ing Wem politely, but never. ſeek⸗ an in- 
timacy.“ I thanked my dear father for 

his advice, which 1 - promiſed unplicitly. to 

| obſerve. The following day our gueſts came 
dreſt out in the very extremity of faſhi- 
on and loaded . with ornaments ; receiv- 
ed them with civility and attention. 1 

am extremely happy, my dear warn. 
; cried, Mrs. Shepherd, as ſoon; as ſnhe was 
ſeated, «<1, am particularly glad jp an n op- 
portunity ered by Mr. Menville, of eul- 
tivating a friendly intimacy, with you.“ And 

I ſaid the lively daughter, am rejoi- 

ced. to. ſee. you altogether; I flatter my- 
{elf if, Mrs. Menville mixes more with cheer- | 

ful people ſhe will get rid of that gra itz 
which ſits ſo ill on a a young woman of 


eee though the , bgs become a ma. 
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tron.” We are not all bleſt with 3 


equal flow of ſpirits Miſs Shephe d 


has every one that happy vivacity m Jon, | 
poſſeſs ; however you may be aſſured I ſhall 
ſtudy to make myſelf; agreeable in the eyes 
of Mr. Menville and his friends. Ah 


lord, (ſaid ſhe) how ſentimental is that 
ſpeech! do pray, my dear madam, drop for- 


my ſpeeches, . and let us enjoy ourſelves ; 
like old ac uaintances of a jong date. No 


are too lively: Kitty,” eried the father, ſtrok- 
ing down® his laced ruffles,” Not at all,” 
exclaimed Mr. Menville, haſtily, © adore 


ſuch charming ſpirits.” e Indesd, ſaid ſhe, 
with an expreſſive ſmile, « that is beyond | 


my comprehenſion I own,, but one ſees. won- 
e changes every moon.“ We do in- 
thought I with a ſigh, for obſerva- 


tion 2 —. the company was not calculated 
to raiſe my ſpirits, on the contrary: they 
were unuſually depreſſed; happily for me 


the ball was ſo well kept up between Mr. 
Menville and his gueſts, that my Glence 


was, I believe; unnoticed; ' In the evening 
the 
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the Doctor and family came to tea, which 
greatly elieved me; with them I could talk, 
and upon the Whole we grew a cheerful 
party. Mr. Menville infifted "they ſhould 
all ſtay ſupper, the ifvitation was accepted 
we fat down to cards—Miſs Shepherd 


and Mr. Menville againſt the Doctor and 
 myſelf—we were not fortunate, the others 
Phyetin high Tpirits. 15 * There ic Tormerimes 


godd luck in a — ; ebe the 
truth of the obfervation, "Mfrs: Bonnie; Sor 
1 - think you never Wm. J ie er 
evening at the Doctor's, Flap ag os 


and your quondam lever, Captain Marley; 
rere euere vncderſtosd Mat car, 


Aitterably.” Tulle uber were my emotions 
at this Ill: titneti remark; I ſtrove to reco- 
ver myſelf; and replied in a careleſs man- 
ner, though in a faltering voice, “nt very 
 confiderably, for as J am no adept in car 
** ca play with che hazard of loſing much, 

—_ 


being, as you hbferve, generally unſuo- 
ceſsful. A flence of ſome minutes ſue- 
ceedled, Which was broken by the Du, 
who ralliec uimſelf and me on our I 
but if We. haue Ws poorelb ler bg Bee, f 
my good "iieiglibour, we have 4itnle right | 
to regret the loſs of o_ money.” True 
Doctor, en Nr. Mäenville, in a fig- 1 
nificarit tone & and I muſt confole my. 1 
elf vy pookaning the mons yl ff dat Rene "lb 
old law is imitical to me? © A you 1 
1wretght!” exclaimed the young lady, tapping 
his ſhoulder, * you are convineed you are 
fortunate, it is only the poor ſpinſter who 
has tuſon to / dread tyer future lot... The 
man of yeur Whoice then muſt be inſen⸗ 
idle, er a brute, if you are/otherwiſe chan 
happy? rephed her partner. Well, now 
that's very gallantiy ſaid; -crietl ſhe, 
give. v credit, my dear Mrs. Menville, 
for the politeneſs of your huſband.. << Mr. 
Men ville has too much diſcernment,” ma ma- 
dam, to think otherwiſe; was all my re- 
ply. Supper being announced ſoon aſter, 
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 eliaved: me from my diſagreeable ſituation, 
and having ſomething to de at table I re- 
overed my ſpirits. In the cdurſe of con- 
verſation, Mrs, Shepherd mentioned, with 
much exultation, their intended jaunt to 
London. What in October a cried Mr. 
Menville, „yo will find nobody in town 
| till Alter Sarin * think of d H | 
am.“ Ah!! faid ſhe, “ but 
dave taken a houſe and therefore we rſt 
g no.] © Aye,” grumbled-outi Mr. Shep- 
herd, „ told you this was an "improper 
time of the year, but you and your girl 
were ſo obſtinate, you ate rightly ſerved.” 
Well, Mr. Shepherd, I wiſſn. you would 
de quiet, cried the Lady, ff che fault is 
yours; I have plagued you ever ſincę c 
leſt off buſineſs to take us % — 
now we teazed you out of your conſent, 


if I. had not ſent to ſecure a houſe, y 
would, I dare ſay have eee ee 
in another month.” Very poſſibiy, 
wered he, dryly, “and perhaps it — 
be the tee for us all if I had done fo 
| before 


: 


belore the hbuſe was taken—however; the Teſs 
company the leſs dimpatien, and by, Chri- 


mas you will! be ſafe Home again 1 


hope.“ This hope produced ant alter- 


cation which had like to have ended ſeri- 


ouſly; for the old man ſaid, the f f loſs 
was the beſt, and it was only forfeiting the 
rent of the houſe, and he ſhould fave mo- 

ney by keeping them at home. This ſpeech 


cooled both mother and daughter, and they. 


appeared contented with the moderate plea- 


ſures the ſeaſon would permit them to en- 
joy. Before they left us, an invitation was 


given, and accepted by Mr. Menville, that 
we ſhould ſpend the day with them the 


next but one ; I made no objection of 4 


courſe, and the party was ſettled: thus a 
violent intimacy was eſtabliſned, equally 
againſt my judgment and inclinations; for 
they are not perſons who improve on ac- 


quaintance, or are at all calculated to in- 


form the mind of a young married wo- 


man almoſt a ſtranger to the world. On 


the day appointed we returned the viſit, 
50 They and 


WON As UE SHOULD BE!” 1 
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. 2 there, to my ng ſmall. aſtoniſhment; 
Mr. Menville . to me joining their 
. party to London; before I could reply, 
the mother and et with eager tranſ- 
port, joined in the requeſt, and ſcarce leſt 
me the power of a negative had 1 been. ſo 
- - inclined; but I affected no will of my 
© own; and therefore told the ladies, a re- 
queſt of Mr. Menville's was a law to me, 
and I ſhould be happy to accompany him 
when and wherever he pleaſed. He made 
me a;ſhght compliment, and then entered 
largely into the ſubject, of the various de- 
lightful modes of killing time in London. 
He has a very elegant houſe in Bedford · 
Fquare; Mrs. Shepherd regretted that their 
houſe. being in Albemarle Street, ſhe found) 
by his, deſeription, the ſituations were ve- 
ry widely apart. — Why tis rather un- 
lucky, indeed, cried Mr. Menville, «for: 
as we: go entirely to be in a party, we 
ſhall be a curſed; W- ay aſunder: upon my 
ſoul I think you had better go with us 


en _ don't you think ſo my dear?” 
addreſſing 


x 


aldreflng/n me, © our n is very 1 and 
can accommodate your. friends with great con- 


ir will, be... more comfortable to haveſcom-: 
panions. with you, don't yeu think ſofpy! 
leve?? «I, can certainly make no okjecti- | 


on if the: plan is agreeable: to you and! 


the ladies, was all my reply. But What 


can be done abaut. the houſe? aſked Mr. 


you don't take it, but will, pay the rent: 
ill it is let, or make any other: trifling: 


ſatisfaction. This mode was readily adopted; 
—the. whole family was in high: ſpirits 
the Ellis family oyerwhelmed with ſurpriſe, 


and myſelf, in contradiction to my feel- 


ings, obliged to aſſume a ſatisfaction, far, 


very far, from my heart. At night, when 


the occurrences of the preceding week 
were in review before me, they appeared 
like a dream, ſo rapid had been the in- 


timacy which, in. abſolute ſtrangers to each 
other, had been carried to ſuch a height 8 


in ſo ſhort a time: to have perſons as in- 
mates 


5 
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— my houſe, whoſe diſpoſitions and 
manners in- accorded with. mine; could 4 
ford me no pleaſure in the proſpect. 
inſtantiy occurred to me, to procure - 
huſband's leave” to invite Miſs Ellis of our 
party; 1 aſſumed courage and mentioned 
it I watched his countenance and ſaw a 
momentary gloom on his features, but re- 
collecting, I ſuppoſe, how readily I ſub- 
mitted to bis wiſhes, he anſwered me with 
more kindneſs than I expected, * by all 
means, my love, if her company will con- 
tribute to your ſatisfaction.“ I felt greatly 
obliged, and expreſt my thanks in a man- 
ner that pleaſed him, for, ſnatching me to 
his arms, he cried, with ſome emotion, © 
_ ſhould be always happy if certain of mak- 
| ing you ſo.” I haſtened- to the Doctor, 
| and ſtrongly ſolicited ' permiſſion from him 
and Mrs. Ellis to invite their amiable daugh- 
ter. I knew the value of the favor, be- 
cauſe it deprived them of their charming 
companion entirely to oblige me, yet my 
kind friends accorded to my wiſhes at the 
5 | LE 


* 


1 


5 


firſt word, and with this reaſon; * ne- 
ver was more aſtoniſned  (faid Mrs. Ellis) 


than by Mr. Menville's invitation to the 


Shepherds, ſurely they are not perſons ſuch - 
as his wife ought to be introduced into 
the world with, and I wiſh he may not 


repent itz their minds and yours are very 


diſſimular, and I foreſee you will be much 
alone, or dragged abroad againſt your in- 
clination; to prevent the former Mary 
ſhall accompany you, and I am ſure, with 
ſuch a friend as Mrs. Menville, ſhe will 
partake of both pleaſure and improvement.” 


"I thanked the dear lady for her kindneſs, 
and tripped into the garden with a light 


heart to find her worthy daughter; ſhe 
was delighted with the permiſſion I had 
obtained; © nothing (faid ſhe) could make 
me more happy than your ſociety, but I 
am much miſtaken if your other gueſts will 


feel any pleafure from my being of your 


party—there is too much ſelfiſhneſs in that 
family to wiſh for any ſharers in their ex- 


pected happineſs,” «© However that may 
VOL 1. G 3 he, 


* 


F % 
* 
: 
— — IST : 
— - * 
p 7k 2 


4 Nan *. 33 — 7 o FL pre 4 9 . 4 x gh r - 2 p — - i, —. 
—. 1 8 — oy. ge yp _ T * = 2 re 4 Tv FAS UE 
4 k 5 — — cts nnr ene eee . 8 N 5 9 as r ANG ns 8 
a - * AY TS \ * : 7 by „ 5 f * Sa: bs ' N 5 4 S . * —4 
PF. 2 ＋ * be- 3 JOE 2 1 1 2 * . , wane pu 2 . £4 n — 5 n . © as - rn 8 
n EE. he CLIT F TE. # Y an 3 p 2. : . yl "4 * It wt 
. 7 r * S 3 Fon 1 PR a h GLAD 7 0 2 7 N 7 mw 4 <q. l 8 * * 
- * N 8 2 3 : \ ry 2D , po 3 Lays < w ee 5 * SS MW. oY 22 * ire Mol = = wi. 
3 > * KK ab, 7 4 a th l 
9 n „ _ Rey — = SER _—_ n q 2 28 3 phy e 8 2 
4 8 * 7 SE 55 3 2 3 
N 323 1 1 2 5 22 250 


pm a n 
ne 
A e 


Dy 


4 ws 
+ 
1 
* & 

k 5 

24 
* 
1 
8 

3 
* 


7 
a 


Ld 
7 45 


Kren 
— Ras 


— — 
2 22 » y A 2 
_ * n Fr 
— = — \ 


— R - 
r 


1 

_ 
* 
| 

E | 
" 
. 

: 

! 
. 
1 
* 
1 
2 
* 
! 
1 


"= * d 
” ——_———_ _ 
r= oy x = 


P " 9 
— — ——— - 


\ $22 . WOMAN AS SHE SHOULD BE. | 


be,” anſwered I, © the principal part of 
my felicity (excluſive of my huſband's ſhare 

in it) muſt be derived from you.” I bid 
her haſten. all neceſſary preparattons, and 
returned home with great ſatisfaction. This 
is the preſent ſtate of my affairs—the Shep- 


herds know Miſs Ellis goes with us but, 


whatever may be their private ſentiments, 
AE no diſtatisfaction; * is a conſtant 


wb dear father was at firſt greatly cha- 


Srined, but with much perſuaſion I have 
Prevailed on him, to follow us within a 
fortnight on a viſit to my uncle. I impa- 


_tiently expect to hear of your Bath amuſe- 


ments, write ſoon that I may hear from 


you before I leave the country. 


Moſt ſincerely your's, 


EMILY MEN VILLE. 
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LETTER NR 


CAPTAIN HARLEY TO MISS ELLIS... 
Madrid. 


IT HO UT intending the ſlighteſt 

diſreſpect to the worthy Doctor, he 
= permit me to, felicitate myſelf on the 
change in my correſpondent ; yes, my dear 
Miſs Ellis, I embrace with Joy the op- 
portunity now offered me of expreſſing to 
you the ſincere eſteem I ever felt from 


te fuk auge your anible ANS| 
| was open to me, and the attention, the kind 


concern, on your features when I took a 
"oy leave. of you, has left an impreſſi- 
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on never to be forgotten. The ſituation 
of my mind but ill qualifies me for an 
entertaining correſpondent, yet I will en- 
deavour to diveſt; myſelf of ſelfiſh feelings, 
and give you ſome little account of our 


5; wy 


amuſements here. 


This city has undergone wonderful changes 
within theſe few years; it was formerly naſ- 
ty beyond conception, the manners of the 
people moſt diſagreeably proud and reſerv- 
ed, the men jealous to an extreme, the ladies 
ſhut up and excluded from ſociety: ſuch 


we are told has been the cuſtoms and man- 


ners in Spain, and ſuch it Hill is in ſome pro- 
vinces, but in Madrid things are greatly 
altered: The ſtreets are now ſweet and 
clean, you can wall under balconies with- 
out fear of ſpoiling your clothes, or of- 
fending your ſenſes: the Spaniards are no 
longer gloomy and unſocial; the grandees, 
particularly, are polite to ſtrangers, (of any 
degree of rank) make ſumptuous enter- 


ente, and unbend as freely as any 
| _ Engliſh 


Engliſh nobleman: They are in general very 
rich, and rather ſuppoſed in common mat- 
ters to be avaricious, yet there is one trait 
in their character that contradicts the aſ- 
| n, which is their great. humanity to 
heir old domeſtics; they are never diſ- 
charged when unfit for ſervice they are 
retained in their houſes and comfortably 
provided for without labour, or even feel- 
1 the ſenſe of an obligation, ſince tis 

a cuſtomary indulgence what a leſſon to 
Engliſhmen! The ladies enjoy nearly as 
much freedom in their company and con- \ 
verſations as our country- women; they are 
very ſtriking in their appearance; their fi- 
gures are graceful, their eyes and hair re- 
markably fine, indeed the former have ſo 
much fire and expreſſion in them that they 
would be irreſiſtible were it not for one 
defect which is particularly unpleaſing to an 
_ Engliſhman, they have generally very bad 
teeth and entirely neglect them, the con- 
ſequence of which is obvious, and deſtroys 
the effects of their other charms. They 
G ' . ._ 


— 


1 and certainly pre 
ners which creates reſpect ; but they. are 
by no means ſecluded from ſociety, and 
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are very lively, and both ſexes diſtractedly 
fond of a dance called the fandango, the 
inſtant the muſic begins they quit every 
other purſuit and fly with ſuch eagerneſs 
to the dance as if they had no other buſi- 

| neſs in life. 15 | 


The Spaniſh (nes marry very "I | 
e a decorum of man- 


French faſhions; - cuſtoms and manners daily 


gain ground in Madrid. Their ſerenades 
I 'am particularly delighted with; nothing | 
can be conceived more pleaſant than to ram- 
ble through different ſtreets and be enter- 
tained with little concerts, and ſometimes 
exquiſite voices; this gallant mode of ex- 
| preſli ng admiration to the objects they adore 


is ſurely far preferable to the dull cuſtoms 
of other countries, where a real lover, 
from reſpect and reverence perhaps, ſighs 


for months in ſecret without aſſuming cou- 


tage to declare his paſſion ; now a ſere- 


"DAdE © 
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nade does the buſineſs at once, and cannot 
offend: the EINE of hip miſtreſs.” 


oro have an invitation to dine wid Count 
Oſſuana (a grandee of amiable manners and 
character) to-morrow ; he has, I am told, 
two daughters remarkably handſome, ſe- 
veral rencounters have happened from dif- 
ferent parties ſerenading under their bal- 
conies, but they are not known to have 
a * lover as yet. 


Next week a bull-ſeaſt is to his exhi- 
bited; curioſity will make me a ſpeRator, 
but at preſent I conceive tis a diverſion 

which will very ill accord with my feelings, 
for, alas! my dear Miſs Ellis, neither ab- 
ſence, change of ſituation, nor variety of 
objects can enable me to bear my ſevere 
diſappointment without eternal ſorrow and 
regret. - You know the value of the trea- 
ſure I have loſt, you therefore can allow +» 
for that heart: felt grief which to another 
4: perſon 
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perſon might appear ridiculous and ex- 
travagant. I have no other conſolation than 
what ariſes from the conſideration that I 
have ſacrificed my happineſs to ſecure her's 
may ſhe experience every, felicity that 
riches can procure—may ſhe enjoy that 
perfect happineſs in a married life, it would 
have been my pride and ſtudy to have pro- 
' cured for ber; and then diveſted of all ſel- 
fiſh wiſhes, I will rejoice where ſhe has 
cauſe for joy, and in her peace and tran» 
- quillity endeavour to find my own! Impreſ- 
ſed with ſentiments like theſe, I flatter my- 
ſelf my dear Miſs Ellis will not ſcruple to 
| honor me with her confidence, to inform 


me of the happineſs of her friend, and 


IT ſometimes deſcend to thoſe little particu- 


lars which will ever be intereſting to the 
boſom of friendſhip, though apparently of 
little conſequence to the eye of indifference: 
in return, I will be an attentive obſerver 
of every occurrence here which is likely 
to be productive of any amuſement to you. 


My 
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My worthy friend Clayton Joins me in 1 the 
moſt reſpectful remembrance to the good 
Doctor, Mrs. ly and their fair on aa 4 


. od 


T's am, paricularly, 1 Dear ar OY | 
if 

their and your winch obliged 
and affectionate humble ſervant, 


5 VIVE DERI HARLEY. 


Gs LETTER 


LRT TR . 


MRS, MENVILLE TO MRS, BERTIE» : 
1 London, Bedford-ſquare, 


+ T HOU T waiting for a return 
to my laſt letter, I take up my pen 
to inform you of our ſafe arrival yeſterday 
at noon in Bedford-ſquare : we were a large 
party; Mrs. and Miſs Shepherd and their 
female attendant with Mr. Menville in the 

coach, Miſs Ellis and myſelf in the cha- 
riot, another coach With women ſervants, 
my huſband's valet, butler, and three foot- 
men on horſcback—the weather was uncom- 

monly * which, with my agreeable com- 


panion, 
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panion, made the journey delighabals and 
when we alighted, Mr. Menville obſerved 
he had never ſeen me look ſo well nor 
ſo happy. And where. is the wonder of 
that?” cried Miſs Shepherd, © the very 
idea of being in London ſets every fe- 
male heart a palpitating with pleaſure, and 
that you know is a great beautifier to the 
complexion.” . Why, indeed” returned Mr. 
Menville, “you have your full ſhare of the 
advantage, for you are all animation.” She 
ſmiled at the compliment, and 1 did the 
honors of my houſe as well as I could, 
and having, with the aſſiſtance of the houſe- 
keeper, conducted them to their ſeveral A 
apartments, 1 retired to a own. 


4 1 dm 18 very has and ba 4 
the ſituation: airy and pleaſant, but to that I 
you are no ſtranger; tis furniſhed moſt 
tuperbly, and certainly to every indifferent 
perſon I muſt appear uncommonly fortu- 
nate in being the miſtreſs of it. Kitty 
[ think ſeems to take officious pains con- 

8 8 6 1 . 
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| nually to remind me of my obligations o 
my huſband, by exclamations of Mr. Men- 
ville's grandeur, generoſity, and my great 
happinefs. I am far from holding riches 
or grandeur in contempt, on the contrary 
I enjoy both, as giving pleafure to my 


diͤear father in ſeeing me ſo well ſettled, 


and in having the power often of contri- 
buting to the felicity of others; nor 
have I any objection to a handſome equi- 
page and fine clothes; though I could have 
been contented without either, it would be 
affectation in a young woman of my age 
not to feel ſome ſatisfaction in the enjoy- 
ment of them; and, were I ſure my pre- 
ſient ſituation cauſed no difquietude in the 
boſom of another perſon, I think, I ſhould 
be very unworthy Mr. Menville's affection 
if I was not happy—but fo it is and ever 
will be in this life, there is always ſome 


little hitter ingredient that mixes with. our 
beſt etjoyments ! 


1 ſent this morning to my uncle's, and 
was much mortified to be informed he and 
| my 
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my dear Harry ſet off for Devonſhire; 


previous to the information I ſent of our 


intention to viſit town -I have wrote my 
facher and requeſted he will {till hold his 


deſign of coming, and take up his reſi- 
dence with us, but I much fear his ob- 


jections to part of * 2 will” over- 


rule uy wiſhes. 


— quit my pen as the dige is 
at the door to take us to ſome faſhion- 
able ſhops that we may be equipped in = 
proper ſtyle for the theatre this evening. 


Friday Morning, October 5th; 


I found it impoſſible, my dear friend, 
to reſume my pen yeſterday ; the impor- 
tant employments of chuſing caps, hair- 
dreſſing, conſulting what colours beſt ſuit- 
ed our complexions, with Mrs. Shepherd's 
troubleſome wiſking in and out of my dreſ- 


fing-room, left me not a moment to my- 


ſelf for the remainder of the day. 
. Miſs 


- 


-, Miſs Ellis has been in London before, 
to her and Mr. Menville there can be no- 
| thing new, but to the Shepherd's and my- 
ſelf all was ſurpriſe and novelty ; yet though 
2 4 ſtranger to every ſcene that preſented 
itſelf, I, nevertheleſs, often bluſhed for my 


- companions,” whoſe - troubleſome. queſtions 


and ignorant exclamations, frequently ex- 
cited a ſuppreſſed ſmile of contempt in the 
perſons who ſerved us, and who indeed 
were generally ſo well dreſt and ſo polite, 
it was with difficulty I could venture to 
expreſs. my wants, or permit them to at- 
tend on me; however, the Shepherd 8 
bought a world of finery, and their mo- 
ney with our very elegant carriage and 
lveries procured us more reſpect than I 
am ſure our manners | entitled us to. 


We drove. round. 10 many urge and 
ſtreets that my head was quite giddy with 
the variety of objects, and I ſhould have 

thought the town full had nat Mr. Men- 
ville, at dinner complained there was 710- 
tudy 


/ 
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Daoady in ut! © * don't know what you can 
do with yourſelves,” ſaid: he, with a » dif 
contented air, © there-is nb creature in town, 
nor any ſort of amuſement to vary the 
 ſcene—l wiſh we had gone to Bath.“ Well, 
and why can't we go then?” cried Kitty, 
ſuppoſe, we go there next week ? (my 
heart beat with hope, but I was ſilent.) 
No, replied he, tis not now worth 
while to make new arrangements, in ano- 
ther month the town will fill a little, till 
then we muſt make ſhort excurſions to 
Richmond, Windſor, and the neighbour- 
ing villages.” O, that will be delight- 
ful! "exclaimed ſhe, don't you approve ' | 
of the ſcheme Mrs. Menville ?” <« Certain- 
ly,” I anſwered, © whatever affords' plea- 
ſure to my huſband and his friends muſt 
be agreeable to me.” © Well, for my part,” | 
faid Mrs. Shepherd, * think the town | 
full enough now, I am ſure we could hardly 9 
get ſerved in the ſhops, and there were | 


people enough in the ſtreets, beſides, I doat 
on Plays, 3 and long to ſee em in Lon- 


23> 


don. 
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don.” Lord, Mamma?” anſwered Miſs 


ccc we "ſhall have time enough to ſee plays 
and. operas and” every — entertainment 
during the winter,” PE Th 


| Theſe laſt words ſtartled me a Lines . 
the houſe they had taken in town was only 
for fix weeks, being engaged to a mem- 
e of parliament at Chriſtmas, nor was 


at all intended they ſhould exceed that 


* and Mr. Shepherd was to have 
been of the party, but no ſooner had 


Mx. Menville offered his houſe than the 


old man declined going, throwing all the 
expence of the jaunt from himſelf, and 
now they give oblique hints of continu- 
ing with us for the winter: another thing 
which has given me ſome concern, is, that 
Mr. Menville has appointed Mr. Shepherd 


his agent or ſteward, to manage all his 
eſtates in that neighbourhood, receive rents, 
&c. did you ever know , ſuch infatuation 
and confidence on ſo ſhort an acquaint- 
ance? I know it will vex my father, 
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we have no right to interfere. «Ah! 
my dear Mrs. Bertie, with all the ad van - 


tages attending a marriage beyond our hopes 


and expectations, there are conſiderable draw- 


backs; a conſciouſneſs of obligation affects 


a mind of ſenſibility; the lighteſt expreſ- 
ſion of indifference—a careleſs air words 
of no real import, nor perhaps intended 
to convey any particular meaning, all diſ- 
treſs a feeling mind, and every day s ex- 
perience convinces me that an equalityin birth 
and fortune is an abſolute requiſite to a 
happy union. But I forget my entertain- 
ment at the theatre, to you where there 
is no novelty there can be no amuſement 
in my remarks—that I wept' for the dif- 
treſſes of Mrs. Beverly, or laughed at 
the lively Beatrice, is but natural; yet I 


aſſure you I felt ſenſations to which before | 
I had been a ſtranger, and although the 


houſe was crowded by well-dreſt people, 
and every object was new to me, my at- 


tention was ſo entirely riveted to the ſtage 
that 1 had neither eyes nor ears for any 


— thing 


237 
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thing elſe. What exquiſite, though oppo- 
ſite, talents does Mrs. Siddons. and Mrs. 
Jordan poſſeſs! Whilſt I ftay in London 
I am perſuaded the theatre will be my fa- 
vorite amuſement. Several gentlemen who 
knew Mr. Menville came into our box and 
were introduced to me and my Friends as 
my huſband calls. them, but that is a term 
' my. beari will never allow them, though 1 
hope never to be deficient in e and 

my. 

45 

We; T TY morning Mr. Menville and his as 
are gone to the park, I declined being of 
the party as did Miſs Ellis, both being 
deſirous of writing to our friends. I ſhall 
ſend off this letter that you may know 
of our arrival and write me immediately; 
but ſhall reſume my pen at every oppor- 
tunity, journal-wiſe, and beſpeak your ad- 
vice and correction with the ſincerity be- 
coming our friendſhip, relative to my con- 
duct in this new world, which I enter up- 
5 5 5 
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on with reluctance and anxiety. - Some gen- 
tlemen dine here to-day and in the even- 
ing we go to the other theatre Preſent 
my beſt reſpects to your worthy uncle and 
aunt, and believe me always | 


Your ſincere _ obliged - 


* 


EMILY MEN VILLE. 
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LETTER XI. 
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MAS, DEA TIE TO MRS, MENVILLE, 


| 
k 
"i 

- 


Bath. 


FOUR letters, my dear friend, have 
ſurpriſed, but to deal ſincerely with 
you, have afforded me no pleaſure: Iam 

mortified that you ſhould be in London 
juſt as I have quitted it, but much more 

ſo that ſuch improper companions ſhould 

be forced upon you; that Miſs Ellis is 
with you is my only conſolation, for 1. 
diſlike the Shepherds exceedingly ; I will 
not ſay all upon my mind to fay, left you 
ſhould be diſpleaſed at my want of cha- 
rity, but 1 am very forry Mr. Menville 
has 
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has entered ſo warmly into an intimacy 
which may be productive of much miſchief 
to him; however I vill not pre- judge, but 
wait the event and make my own obſer- 
vations ; for you, my dear Mrs. Menville, 
you! have only to follow the dictates of 
your own n and you can never err, 


I have he! ane to tell vou this I 
think my aunt's health is conſiderably bet- 
ter; my uncle has a light fit of the gout 


which makes him a little peeviſn, but I 


hope will have a ſhore duration. 


? 2 


* 
bg 


I have been twice at the rooms, the 
firſt night with Lord and Lady Lovejoy 
who introduced to my notice two gentle- 
men of ſuch oppoſite characters that I am 
likely to be greatly amuſed by the con- 
traſt, Sir Charles Wentworth is about thir- 
ty, graceful in his perſon and manners, of 
a very ſerious diſpoſition, and with ſuch 


high ſentiments of honor as would qua- 


lify him for a Knight-errant were the days 
| of 
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ot chivalry to be revived ; in ſhort he is 
brave, merciful, ſtrict in his Principles, 


more of a philoſopher than the man of 


faſhion, a deſpiſer of the preſent modes, 
and only chat he is neither ſo very wiſe 
nor ſo very formal, a perfect Sir Charles 


Grandiſon: he is related to Lord Lovejoy 


and highly eſteemed by him, and is the 


firſt man I ever felt myſelf afraid of; with 
him you cannot trifle though he is cheer- 
ful, nor enter freely into converſation be- 


cauſe his underſtanding and knowledge of 
mankind appears of the ſuperior kind, and 


the reſult of much ſtudy and obſervation, 
though he never obtrudes his remarks but 
when called upon. This gentleman I con- 


ceive is likely to remain ſingle, half the 


women in the world he muſt deſpiſe, and 
the other half are more MY to 2 Jo than 
love him. 


Mr Gaywel is a young man of very. 


: conſiderable fortune, handſome in his per- 
ſon, a very great beau in his dreſs, and 


a COX- 
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a. coxcomb in his manners z  1dolizes his 
own pretty figure, thinks ever woman who 
ſees muſt love him, and with a very ſhal- 
low underſtanding is perpetually talking to 
diſplay his white teeth, and betray his ig- 
norance. When a boy his favorite ſtudy | 
was romances, and all his knowledge of 
the ancients is conſined to boeks of chi- 
valty: he loſt his father at an early age, 
and has been educated at home under his 
mother's eye by an ignorant tutor, who 
found his own advantage in gaining mam- 
ma's eſteem by indulging her dear Jacky. 
Being now of age, in poſſeflion of his for- 
tune, his firſt” entrance into the world was 
laſt winter in town, were he commenced 
beau, and ſome ladies of mamma's ac- 
quaintance admiring his handſome face, the- 
Poor youth fancied himſelf” an Adonis, and 
is come to Bath full of conceit, pertneſs, 
and a ſelf- aſſurance of being the admira- 
tion of all the gay belles of this faſhion- 
able world. Lady Lovejoy having formerly 
known his delighted mamma, at the pump- 

8 | | room 
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room one morning renewed the acquaint- 
ance, and both ſhe and her ſon were in 
troduced to me; ſince which! have met 
Sir Chales Wentworth and him ſeveral 


times, and and they have both been of our 


private parties. Think what a contraſt, 


— 


Sir Charles views him with pity and 
complacency, | whilſt the all-accompliſhed 
Mr. Gaywell eyes the other with contempt, 
and, conſcious: of his fine clothes and ſu- 
perior fortune, thinks himſelf the firſt man 


in the company, a gegree of preſump- | 
tion one would hardly expect from an ig- 
| norant youth brought up in the country, 


yet I have generally obſerved the moſt il- 


a literate of both ſexes have the largeft ſhare 
of e and anne, 


"= 


| My uncle, who: enjoys unden wars 
than, any man I know, is highly amuſed 
with Mr. Gaywell and his mamma, whilſt 
my aunt pities them both, and has two or 
three time tried to perſuade the latter to 
ſend her ſon abroad with a ſenſible, intel- 
| ligent 


% 
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” ligent man who was capable of informing 
his mind; but ſhe cannot bear the idea of 
a ſeparation, ' and appears much ſurpriſed 
my aunt ſhould think he wants any infor- 
mation. I told my aunt, it was labour-- 
in-vain work to alter her prejudices,. and 
cruel to deſtroy. an Hluſion which conſti- 


tutes Mrs. Gaywell's happineſs, that of be- 
lieving her ſon the handſomeſt, moſt ac- 
compliſhed youth of the age; for my part 


1 pay him great attention, and enn, 
am a moſt prodigious arent 


Bath is at d oi full of compa- 


ny, but there is no variation in the amuſe- 1 
ments — the ſame round every ſeaſon, that 


in fact it is only London in miniature. In 


the next houſe to ours reſides a capital 
cheeſemonger's wife and two daughters, 


whoſe ſhowy equipage and high ſtyle of 
dreſs excited my curioſity to know who 


they were, for there appeared a ſomething 


in their manners that did not accord with 


their appearance; Doctor Frampton, who 


„„ >: knows 


— 


— 


— — * 
— ̃ — « 
Je AI WE et wang i —̃ — - 
” . 
: 


. nent* eee mnay, oos.. 
©, 


— —U— 


8 N 
— ę—— ns ns 


2 — 
Re Ine —— 


n - 
— IF * 
— — . — 
— — ne Eee <<. eG = 


— 


—— — ͥ — — 
— 2 


. — 
—— r 
- 4 


— — — 
. 


0 
1 i 1 6 


| 


WOMAN" AS SHE SHOULD Ir. 
Knows: every ody, told me, on enquiry, 
their names Mer Ham wood, the father 
a man of large fortune and en bu- 
ſineſs; the morher, a pawn- broker's daugh- 


Ter, with a great deal of money, a large 
Portion of ignorance,” vulgarity, and ſelf- 


conceit: the daughters agreeable enough 
in their perſons, with the common accom- 


Sliſhments of a boarding- ſchool that is 


à ſmattering of every thing, but proficients 


in nothing but vanity; heartily deſpiſing 
their mother, and lady- expectants from the 
knowledge of their large fortunes and a 


Tolerable portion of Tel conſequence.” This 


is their ſecond ſeaſon at Bath, and doubt- 


leſs they hope yet to captivate ſome in- 
digent right honorable, or needy: Baronet, 
for a fe; it ſeems, it muſt be. From 


*theſe neighbours, if the term may be al- 
"wed at Bath, I ſhall make ſome further 
demands for amuſement, occaſionly, when 
tired of Mr. Gaywell. I am charmed, my 


dear friend, with your intention of wri- 


ting journal-wiſe, and I promiſe you to 
pick 
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pick up all I can for your amuſement here: 
meantime I repeat my caution, beware of 
Miſs Shepherd - politeneſs you cannot omit - 
in your own houſe, but particular intima- 
cy even there may be avoided.— ſhe is art- 
ful and envious. Adieu, my amiable friend, 


that your happineſs. may equal your N 
is the COTA wal of 5 


$371 : 2. OUr ſincere and | affectionate 
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Finiſhed my laſt letter with informing 

you that we expected company at din- 
ner, and were to attend Covent-Garden | 
theatre in the evening; I now reſume my 
pen to give my dear Mrs, Bertie the oc- 
currences of the day. | 


Mr. Menville and the ladies returned 


[ home in high ſpirits, in time to dreſs; 
[ they had purchaſed ſeveral elegant trinkets, 


ſuch as necklaces, ear-rings bracelets, &c. 
. | | and 


worn AS SHE SHOULD BE: „ 


and whink they joined n me in the drawing⸗ 
room made a moſt ſplendid appearance; 
Miſs Ellis viewed them with aſtoniſhment, 
they erjoyed her ſurpriſe by Siege | looks 

at each other. ie FE: 


» 


Sir William Pritchard and Mr. Cole- 
more were announced and introduced to me 
and. the company, and ſoon after a Mr. 
Martin and a Mr. Thurkill completed the 
party. The two former gentlemen had the 
appearance of men of faſhion, but the 
other two were exactly the reverſe; you 
will accuſe me of weakneſs perhaps when 
I oyn to you that I felt a cold ſhiver and 
an antipathy which I /could not repreſs, the 
moment they were introduced to me, though 
Mr. Martin payed me very particular at 
tention, and I was diſpleaſed with myſelf 
for, perhaps, an - unjuſt prejudice which 
ſurely is wrong to entertain at the firſt view 
of any one. We went to the theatre a 
large party, and I was extremely well en- 
tertained with the Dramatiſt and Merry 
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almoſt without conſulting me: after break- 
faſt we went to a capital auction in Pall. 
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ners. The gentlemen returned to ſup 


7 us, and, to do them juſtice, were 


all polite and entertaining; vet 21 thought 
Miſs Shepherd appeared diſpleaſed ſhe-did 


: not attract all the notice, for ſhe locked 


quite peeviſh when any attention was pay- 


ed to others, and Mr. Colemore was par- 


ticularly polite to Miſs" Ellis. We parted 
at a late hour—the next morning Mrs. 


6 Shepherd: propoſed. a party to Richmond, 


which was agreed on for the following day, 


Mall, which proved an expenſive” buſineſs 


ra 


ſome very fine prints and valuable books, 


£06 Mr Menville, for beſides purchaſing 


he bought a number of expenſive toys, a 
very handſome gold ſnuff-· box for Mrs. Shep- 
herd, a pair of diamond bracelet buckles . 
for Miſs; a gold fillagree tooth- pick caſe 
for Miſs Ellis, and a ſet of filver ' dref- 


ſing boxes for my tollet—in ſhort he layed 
out near fix hundred pounds in what 1 


Hought OY: Og" but 1 had no 
'+ right 
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on our return, n our be were 
— home and delivered to us, Mit 
Shepherd; after examining the dreſſipg- 
boxes, exclaimed, „Lord, how very beau, 
tiful theſe boxes are— well, 1 hope if ever 
"1 marry I ſhall have the goed luck to get 
a Nabob; you are a fortunate; woman Mrs. 
Menville in exchanging a POO half-pay | 
Captain, with a palty three; hundred a year, 
for a man with. twice as many thouſands, - 
happineſs; O, if IL wes! in your ſituation 
I ſhould gro wild with joy in being miſ- 
treſs of ſuch a houſe and eſtabliſhment as 
you poſſeſs.” I ſhould Pay, Mr. Men- 
ville a very ill ee I replied, if 
thoſe: circumſtances only gave me joy; I 
aſſure you, Miſs Shepherd, a ſplendid eſta- 
bliſhment alone would never have govern- 
ed me in my preference I had other mo- 
_— I * much better ones, and Mr. 
a + | Menville fa, 
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Menville's fortune was but a ſecondary con- | 
| fideration with me.” | Why, to be ſure,” 


faid ſhe, ' © he has provided very hand- 


© fomely for all your family, that every body 
Knows. <«Fie Kitty !” cried the old la- 


dy, © how can you be ſo rude?” O, Ma- 


dam!” I returned, with, I believe, rather 


a contemptuous ſmile, tis impoſſible Miſs 
Shepherd can intend any rudeneſs: or in- 


ſult, ſhe is too much my friend not to re- 


Joice at an advantage to me, in which ſhe 
will fo, argely nts 4 | 


You 6258 180% L falpetted Mr. 1 | 


Wig had made her ſome preſents the pre- 
oeding morning, and my conjectures were 


confirmed by her behaviour at that moment, 


che bluſhed ſcarlet deep, threw her eyes 
on Mr. Menville, and appeared at a loſs 
for a reply; he ſaw her confuſion and cri- 


ed out in a haſty, gay, tone, my fortune, 


ladies, will be always at the command of 
| my wife and her friends.” You are very 


bend oy dear fir,” 1 replied, ce neither 
4 | OO. 
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your wife or ber friends will ever make 
any bg e a demands on n generolity.” 2 


« T hat point zeig ſettled⸗ 2 444 Miß 
Ellis, * let us call a new cauſe, and pray, 
| fir, be ſo good as to give me a little pri- 

vate hiſtory of our beaus that attended us 
yeſterday, perhaps I may think it worth while 
to ſet my cap at the moſt elligible of them. 
« ] am miſtaken” anſwered he, ſmiling, «if 

you have not already made a conqueſt, but 
as to private hiſtory I know nothing the 
general character the world gives them is 
this — Sir William Pritchard is a man of 
family, and bas bad a very conſiderable 
eſtate, but entering largely into every faſh- 
ionable amuſement and being particularly 
unfortunate at Newmarket, where ] firſt 
became acquainted with him, I believe it 
is pretty deeply involved and his preſent 
finances ſcarcely ſufficient to ſupport a ge- 
teel appearance; he has an aunt in town ' 
from whom he has great expectances, which 
occaſions his conſtant reſidence in London: 


© I he 
5 7-3 


is . ala FATTY * 
berality, and candour— an thus much fair 8 
hay . the Baronet. Mr. Martin” —— 
O cried Miſs Ellis, you forget Mr. 
.Colemore, the Baronet's » friend.” * If ＋ ; 
e anſwered he, e am plea. 
ahh! 1 was: caeliviond wary intentional 
omitted ſſ peaking of him in order” — Miſs 
Elis bluſhed, he went on Mr. Cole- 
more then is a man of falnion, fortune, 
character he is rather apt to be grave 
5 ſentimental—his father was a biſnop of 
reſpectable character and - took great pains 
to form his ſon's principles; he was in- 
tended for the church, but the death of 
a diſtant relation gave him - poſſeſſion of 
a large and unexpected fortune, he there- 
fore beſtowed the living, which had been 
purchaſed and held for him, on à deſerv- 
ing, but leſs fortunate, acquaintance of his, 
Who had a large family. I have not known 
him long, but the world ſpeaks highly of 
him; either, I am much miſtaken in my 
* 8 4 CON- 
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conjectures, or: I may 1 h 7 re | with 8 
bis viſits more 1 * e * ; 
the attraction of certain 
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„ mon —— have ate r 
and are faſhionable men; their being in 
town now is rather extraordinary, / but they 
are juſt come from Tunbridge and I ſup- 
poſe will ſoon be on the wing for ſome 
other time- killing place — vcila ma chere ami 
the hiſtory of our viſitors and, as you art 
Rug! to call them * beau 7 


». 


MI 8 a Wy * highly an re- 
* on the Parſon being a man of the 
world, and declared “ ſhe thought from the 
ſtiffneſs and formality of Mr. Colemore he 
was a Methodiſt—poor fellow!“ ſaid ſne, 
« from being educated for a pious Ife and 
now an inhabitant of the gay world, he 
is unfit for either.” No anſwer. being tnade, 
the. went on; © the Baronet is a good de- 
cent fellow, but Mr. Martin is certainly | 
8 l the 


. "wx 


the ſmarteſt of he group.” Mr. Men- 


ville and ſhe had a good deal of lively 
chat, but I could not avoid being ſur- 


priſed a young lady who had been entirely 
educated in the country ſhould have ac- 


uae hag much enen of the world. 


mee we went to Richmond, and 
a delightful day I ſhould have ſpent had 
not that forward girl contrived to engroſs 
Mr. Menville ſo particularly to herſelf that 
he forgot even common. politeneſs to Miſs 
Ellis; I fee ſhe makes her own obſer- 
vations and is hurt by them, though ſhe 

has too much 7. to _ on the 
__ - 


I congratulate you, my dear Mrs. Ber- 
tie, on the recovery of your aunt; may 
you long enjoy that invaluable bleſſing, 2 
near relation and. a true friend; I have 
this moment a letter from my father, and, 
as I feared, he declines my invitation; he 
fays, the country is ſurpriſed and concern- 
| :* 


— 
— 
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ed at the confidence Mr. Menville has pla. 
ced in Mr. Shepherd, Doctor Ellis thinks „ 
him a very worthleſs man, and though he 
ſometimes permitted their viſits he never 
could eſteem any part of the family; the 
ſooner therefore their viſit to me concluded 
he conceived the better it would be for 
us all.” - I ſhall here conclude this letter 
and reſume my pen in the evening or to- 
morrow, as I find opportunity. 


— 


J am ever fincerely your's, 


EMILY MENVILLEs 
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CAPTAIN HARLEY * TO MISS ELLIS. 


A Thoufünd thanks to you; my ami- 
able Miſs Ellis, for your obliging let- 
ter; noone” event ſince 1 quitted Eng- 
land has given me half the pleaſure as that 
of hearing from my good friends at Sud- 
bury : I have been engaged in ſome very 
| buſy ſcenes ſince I wrote you laſt, as unplea- 
fing as unexpected. You may remember 
I told you I was engaged to dine with a 
Spaniſh grandee, who had two handſome 
daughters, I was punctual to my appoint- 
ment and had the honor of being intro- 


duced to two very lovely women, the el- 
6 deſt 


: kings" . a Hulceprible aa Ker 
have found it difficult to have reſiſted her 
charms, had not his heart been pre: 


I 


pied by an object far; ſuperior, 1 The la- 
dies behaved with the utmoſt affability; yet 
a certain air of grandeur; à conſciouſneſs 
of high birth and beauty created. that dif- 
tant reſpect which prevented any very ſor 
cial intereourſe. I was, however, ſo. for- 
tunate as to render myſelf [agreeable to the 
noble Count and received a general invi- 
tation in terms the moſt flattering, - for 
which doubtleſs I was indebted to my friend 
Clayton, whoſe uncle I believe you know 
had formerly been ambaſiador here from 
our court. On our return to our lodg- 
ings at night, we found the houſe : in a 
good deal of buſtle, and on enquiry Was 
told a gentleman had been brought there 
from an Inn very ill, a young lady with 
him in great affliction, but whether wife 
or ſiſter they could not tell, they were 
Engliſh and appeared like people of diſtine- 
Cake | on. 
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tion. We found ourſelves much intereſted for 
our ſick countryman, and hearing there was a 
man- ſervant, deſired to ſee er; 3 he came 
though rather reluctantly and in much con- 
fuſion: I told him, that being informed 
an Engliſh gentleman was in the houſe 
much indiſpoſed, I requeſted he would make 
-our compliments (telling our names) to 
his maſter and the lady, with a tender of 
our ſervices on any occaſion that we could 
be uſeful in. It was ſome time before he 
returned with his maſter's © grateful thanks, | 
that he was too ill at preſent to fee com- 
pany, but if he ſound himfelf better the 
next morning he would: be happy to make 
his perſonal acknowledgments.” No name 
-was mentioned nor any notice taken of the 
lady, who our hoſteſs told us was very 
beautiful though evidently oppreſt with ſor- 
row. The next day we ſent to know how 
the gentleman had reſted, and heard his 
fever was much increaſed, and the lady al- 
moſt diſtracted; we renewed our offers of 
ſervice but had only a compliment in re- 


F 


turn 
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turn; underſtanding a phyſician Was with 
bim we waited his coming out, and 1 took 


the liberty of addreſſing him and enqui- 


red how he found his patient; he faid, 
« extremely ill, his fever very violent, and 


evidently in an agitation. of mind which im- 
peded the effect of medicine.” We were 


concerned at this unfavorable account, the 


more ſo, as we were not permitted to of- 
fer any aſſiſtance. | 


"We. dined, out and Aid not return till 


late in the evening, when my ſervant told 
me the lady had been in ſtrong fits, and 


the ſick gentleman had requeſted to ſee me; 
I inſtantly ſent to inform him of my re- 
turn, and was deſired to walk in to his 


apartment; I followed the ſervant, the phy- 
ſician was in the room, and by a look 


he gave on entering, I feared there 
was much danger; the lady was kneel- 
ing on one ſide of the bed, her face muf- 
fled, and hid by the clothes I advanced 
to the other fide, and making ſome flight 
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e for che liberty of offering my Ters 
vices, he turned his head and to my in“ 
finite ſurpriſe diſcovered the features of Lord 
Trueby, formerly in the ſame regiment 
with myſelf Ah, Harley #” cried he, in 
a 1 45 broken voice, tis all over with 

I am dying. A deep figh from the 
lady; who fell ſenſeleſs to the ground, gave 


a painful interruption to him—he was in 


| agomes —I flew to aſſiſt the lady and was 
_ almoſt petrified | in beholding the beautiful 
Mrs." B—, the wife of our worthy Colo- 
nel! The phyſician had her conveyed to 
another room, and I returned to Lord True- 
5 Oh! T Harley,” ſaid he, graſping my, 
- hand, cc What à wretch do you fee before 
3 5 have ſeduced an amiable woman, 
T have ifreparably injured a worthy man 
and deſtroyed their peace for ever, and 
now to die, cut off in the height of wick 
edneſs, no reparation, no repentance 
Oh! Harley, what will become of ' me? 
'He ſtopt with horror i in his looks, I could 
7 e fixed his 128 * 
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me. « vou give me no com ort, you call 
fatter” me 1 ſhall Tecover v cannot bid 
me hope for rey d God! what will 
become of mel —what can be done for the 
dear, unhappy 1” Here his voice fail. 
ed him, his lips only moved the phy 
ſician returned, he ſaid, “the lady was bet? 
ter and had been perſuaded to lie down 
for an hour or two.“ Poor Lord True. 
by tried to ſpeak—* fave her, protect her. 
ſaid he, 2 in an earneſt, imploring tone 
of voice—T preſt his hand— * compoſe your 
ﬆ my dear fir, ir, 5 am your friend, I will 
be. ber —1 wear to ſerve her in What | 
ever mant er the Tar point out to me.“ 

ee «Then I am ſatisfied,” 85 fait bs, feebly. 


hs be Doctor having given bim 2 0 
poſing medicine, he ſeemed to deze, and 


defiring his fervant” to call me when he 
 awaked, I retired with the phyficia who 
I found was a- ſtranger to their ranks" or 
circumſtances, and I choſe, he ſhould, re- 
main ſo. e The gentleman cannot 1 think. 
recover,” faid he, „and the lady, Wo 1 

* * 
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ſiuppoſe is his wife, appears ſo. much ex- 
_ -  hauſted by grief and fatigue that I ſhould | 
not be ſurpriſed if his death proved fa- 
tal to her: it is a very fortunate circum- 
ſtance that he ſhould ſo unexpectedly meet 
5 an old acquaintance at Madrid —he ap- 
pears to be a man of quality, and Jam 
certain is under ſome particular affliction 
which has increaſed the diſeaſe to ſuch an 
es degree.” POET EI 


1 . bind, « that 150 gentleman 


i 3 was a perſon of faſhion and fortune, who 


I believed was travelling for amuſement 
and had na other cauſe of uneaſineſs but 
the dread of leaving his lady in a foreign 
country: I requeſted he would pay him 
_ particular attention, and not be long ab- 
ſent; he promiſed both; I left him to 
' Jeck for Clayton to whom I communica- 
ted the preceding ſcenes that had fo greatly 
Fee” and affected e 


The nk. of Mrs. * was truly 


[bs piriable, and diſarmed that contempt we 
| | | mut 
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muſt otherwiſe have felt for her character; 3 
for to be ſincere, my dear Miſs Ellis, there 
is chat ingratitude i in the heart'of man, that 
the moment the object of his wiſhes de- 
grades herſelf in his opinion, by loſing 
the reſpect due to her own character, 
he ceaſes to eſteem her, and when no- 

velty wears off, and the beauty which charm- 
ed him becomes familiar to his view, how - 
ſoon does diſguſt and coldneſs ſucceed ! 
and if that object is the wife of another, 
her broken vows, her ingratitude, a ſtill 
more odious vice in your ſex, all conſpire. 

to make the man for whoſe ſake ſhe had 
diſgraced herſelf, deſpiſe, and deſert her. 
You ſee I ſcruple not to betray the ſen- 
timents by which men are in general ac- 
tuated in their intimacy with your ſex; 
and however baſe you may think thoſe 
 Jentiments, you. will have candour enou gh 
to acknowledge that mankind would not 
have half the crimes to anſwer for if wo- 
men learned to reſpect themſelves, and to 
«look preſumption out of countenance.” 


GP” a Re 
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But if wwe pitied Mrs. .B——"5 unhappy t- 
ation, what; muſt her ſequcer feel ?. What 
muſt be the ſufferings, of her deſerted, huſ. 
band? I know. Colonel B. perfectly, he 
is ſome years older than his lady, but 
a pleaſing . manly figure, ſtrict principles 
of honor, with an amiable diſpoſition, 
and the moſt attentive fondneſs for his 
wife might ſurely. overbalance the draw- 
back of a few years: but, 1 beg your 
Pardon, for this digreſſion, and reſu me my 
narrative. Before I went to reſt, 1 return- 
ed to my Lord's apartment and ſound he 
till lay very quiet, alſo that Mrs, B.— 
as much better and intended paſſing the 
remainder of the night in his room, a a bed 

WS: made, UP: on the floor. 


TTT 


+ '* Soon. hs 7 1 in n ne morning bp: ent 
to know how they had reſted, and heard 3 
| with much pleaſure Lord Trueby was bet- 
ter and the fever greatly abated; after break- 
faſt 1 went to viſit him; Mrs. B— Vas 
fitting by him, her eyes were ſwelled with 


Pins the looked fullen, > and on my 
| . entrance, 
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entrance bowed ftiffly to my compliment 
and haſtily left the room. The phyſician 


came in immediately 
derfully ſurpriſed | at 


viſible. alteration 


in his patient; he ſaid © the fever was now 


reduced- and within the power of medicine; 


that he knew the criſis was at hand laſt 


night, but little expected it would have 
* a favorable turn,” 


Lord T 1255 9 . happy in the 
of returning 
health, and when the Poctor left us, told 


hopes that were given® 


# Fe 5 


me, he believed. that to the eaſe 'of his 


mind in the promiſe I had made reſpect- 
ing Mrs. B he was indebted for the 


favorable change in his diſorder; but, 


ſaid he, * ſhe is, mortified and diſpleaſed at 


meeting an old acquaintance, and has her 


fears leſt you ſhould inform her huſbagd | 


where. the NOW His, - oi <7 oronnaet 


« Mrs. 3 may make herſelf perfectly 
eaſy on that head, I am no officious man 
TO OR | nor 


er, and was won- - 
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nor do I conceive it can be of any con- 
ſequence to Colonel B— now in what part 
of the globe "0 refides when ſhe has 
| ga _ 


was ur an alteration in Lord Trucby's 
countenance and therefore changed the ſub- 
ject, he was too weak to talk much, and 
| after fitting half an hour, recommending” 
reſt and quiet, I left him. He grew bet- 
ter daily, I vißeed him often, but Mrs, 
B. always quitted the room on my en- 
trance; he was now able to ſit up and 
N hoped ſoon to walk or ride. For a day 
or two I perceived a gloom on his fea- 
_ kures, he ſpoke little, and appeared loſt 
in reflection; I had ſurpriſed Mrs. B— 
in tears once or twice and ſhe paſſed me 
with very furious looks. One morning that 
I called in, he was more grave than uſual, 
I thought he might wiſh for an opening 
to communicate ſomething, and therefore 
| I obſerved he did not appear cheerful, and 
aſked if he had any complaints or return 
is | | of 
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of his diſorder. © No,” anſwered he, figh-. 
ing, 1 have no bodily complaints, but 
my mind is very much diſordered; and I 
have for ſome days wiſhed to conſult you 
on the ſubje& that makes me very unhap- 
py: you have had too much delicacy to 
queſfloff me reſpecting my intimacy with 
Mrs. B—, but I think it neceſſary to be 
open and candid with you, and then you 
will be enabled to judge fairly what I can 
or ought to do. You remember, Harley, 
how much we all admired the Colonels 
young and beautiful wife, and thought 
him too old for ſo charming a creature. 
You were always a ſentimental fellow, there- 
fore ſhe made” no impreſſion on you.” 
I always admired her as a beautiful wo- 
mon, and as a wife I ngſpetted her. 
« Well, well, every one has not your re- 
ſolution and ſelf- denial;“ reſu bed he, I 
confeſs, I was firuck with her the firſt 
moment of introduction, and you quitting 


the regiment ſoon after could not know that 
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I devoted myſelf to her entirely; yet, had 
| "the: repreſſed my preſumption at firſt, - moſt 
probably I ſhould have grown tired of the 


chaſe, ' and reſpected her as the wife of 


| Colonel B— only; but, without being 


vain, I muſt fay my attentions were ſo 
well received that a mutual inclinatfiff took 
place, and I had no reaſon to regret the 
happineſs of her huſband. Whether we were 

too unguarded, or whether the Colonel's | 


ſuſpicions were rouzed by the officious ob- 
ſervations of others I know not, but he 


began to cool in his attentions to me, and 


at laſt requeſted ſhe would give up her ac- 


quaintance With me in terms very pe- 
remptory, and as ſhe termed it, inſolent. 


This decided her inclinations in my favor 


ſo ſtrongly that ſhe herſelf propoſed our 
gomg off to the continent; I made no 


_ objection, and as we conjectured we ſhould 
eaſily be traced to France and Italy, be- 
- fides meeting ſuch multitudes of Engliſh, 
ye determined to change our names and 
reſide ſome time at Madrid. Our plan was 
M3 E ſoon 
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ſoon put in execution, which was to make 
2 worthy man very miſerable, and I own 
to you, -her- eagerneſs to forſake a huſband 
who adored her, and the ridiculous light 

in which ſhe painted his diſtreſs on the diſ- 
covery, firſt gave me ſome compunCtion, 
and leſſened her influence in my heart 339 
could not eſteem one who had forfeited her 
claim to it, and her beauty was the only 

tie that held us together on my ſide. 


Two ſtages from hence, the wheel of 
the carriage flew off, and unfortunately it 
poured torrents of rain: Mrs. B— hap- 
pily received no hurt -I had -a violent 
blow in my head which ſtunned me for a 
moment, but, recovering, I got out of the 
carriage to aſſiſt the ſervants in replacing 
the wheel, as the poſtillion had another linch- 
pin in the chaiſe ; we ſucceeded in our en- 
deavours, but I was wet through, and when _ 
we arrived at Madrid the pain of my head 
was ſo violent, that, added to a dreadful 
cold, I was that night ſeized with a fever 

1 from 


3 > , 
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- from which I never expected to recover. 
Mrs. B—, quite miſerable at being in an 
Inn where the accommodations were ſo bad, 
got recommended to this houſe—with dif- 
ficulty I was removed to it, and I verily 
believe the fortunate circumſtance of meet- 
ing you here greatly promoted my reco- 
very, by making my mind eaſy; for to 
teave that unfortunate woman in a ſtrange 
country, without friends or fortune; was a 
continual torment to my thoughts, and ad- 
ded to my diſorder. Whilſt I lay, as I 
thought, on my death-bed, the injury I had 
done Colonel B—, to fay nothing of too 
many crimes. of the ſame nature, roſe with 
all its horrors to my view—in that melan- 
choly ſituation vice appears in all its de- 
. formity, and, accompanied with all the 
terrors of a guilty conſcience, the ſpeci- 
ous names of gallantry and faſhion will 
not avail in that moment to reconcile us 
to ourſelves; I bitterly repented, and de- 
termined, if my life was ſpared, to break 
off a connexion I now looked upon with 

N horror: 
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horror: ſince my recovery J have held 
my reſolution, and having explained my 


intention to the unhappy Mrs. B—, tis 


with grief I experience only reproaches and 
repulſe from her to all the plans I have 
propoſed for her benefit. She has taken 


an unjuſtifiable hatred to you, under the 


idea that the plans I have propoſed to her 
have been ſuggeſted by you—'tis/ in vain 


I have aſſured her, you have never been 


conſulted —ſhe execrates us both, and I have 
every thing to dread from the violence of 
her temper, and the uncertainty in what 
manner I can ſeparate myſelf from her fo 
as to make her eaſy, and free my own 
mind from reproach on that head, though 
I never can forgive myſelf for the wretched 


fituation into which my folly has plunged 


her.” 


— 


Lord Trueby being filent, I warmly ap- 


plauded his preſent diſpoſition, ſince to be 
ſenſible of our errors, and endeavor, as far 


as in our power, to atone for them was 
„ ſurely 


\ 


et he had previouſly prepared) ſhe receiv- 
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ſurely praiſe-worthy ; and I entreated him 
if I could be of hon ator in his m 
not to * me. | | 


[::.9 Aſter ſeveral adm on wy 3 


he executed a deed entitling her to a thou- 
ſand pounds a year for her life, with half 
that ſum for her immediate uſe; he be- 


ſought me to ſee her and try to reconcile 


her to a ſeparation his own feelings would 


not permit him to inſiſt upon. Twas an 


ungrateful office—ſhe had already conceived 
a prejudice againſt me, and my interference 
would confim her conjectures, yet I could 
not refuſe him; I ſent a meſſage to Mrs. 


B— deſiring permiſſion to wait on his, 


which being obtained, I entered her apart- 


ment in ſome confuſion at the buſineſs I 


had undertaken ; ſhe bowed ſtiffly and look- 


"xl haughtily on me as I faluted her; I 
apologized for my intruſion as being re- 


queſted by .Lord Trueby to wait upon her 
-and deliver that letter; (giving her a pack- 


ed 


— 


. * 
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PR it without” ſpeaking; but, opening it, 1 
ſaw her countenance glowed with rage; 
ſcarcely could ſhe have peruſed it before ſne 
tore the deed of ſettlement in pieces, and, 
with the utmoſt violence in her manner, 
threw them on the floor; then riſing and 
fixing her eyes on me, in which anger, 
indignation, and every furious PRs were 
EE! | 


1: Since you, &, have ain ahi officiond 
this mean buſineſs on yourſelf, return, and 
tell my Lord Trueby I equally deſpiſe 
him, his paltry offer, and his impertinent 
agent; humbled as IT am, . deſtitute, and 
in a foreign country, I will ſubmit to every 
inconvenience rather than owe pecuniary 
obligations to a man who can ſo Poor- 
ly, ſo baſely deſert me. Go, ſir, tell this 
man , honor, this creeping penitent, I 
ſcorn and deteſt him, but let him have 
a care, for 1 will be revenged.” The me- 
nace ſhe pronounced with a look ſo truly 
An.. and a voice ſo furious, that, 


1 4 ay x. 
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as ſhe quitted, the room, I felt an univer- 
_ fal tremor. Good Heaven! what a diſ- 
guſting object is a woman loſt to virtue, 
and given up to the violence of her un- 


mu * 


Mortified, and an I returned to my 
Lord with a refolution to conceal nothing 
from him; when I repeated the repulſe 1 
had met with, he was at firſt much con- 
cerned, but, after pauſing ſome time, I 
am no ſtranger,” ſaid he, to the impe- 
tuoſity of her diſpoſition, and I know that 
after her pride and anger is a little ſub- 
fided *tis poſſible ſhe may yet be willing 
to accept my offers; her love I am ſure 
cannot be wounded though her pride may, 
dy my deſire of parting; for I have ma- 
my reaſons to believe I am indebted to her 
preference of me, more from the gratifica- 
tion of vanity and contempt, and oppoſi- 
tion to her huſband, than from any real 
affection; but be that as it may, ſhe ſhall 
not upbraid me with leaving her to pover- 

ty; 


— 
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ty; the offer ſhall again be repeated through 

a different channek—her : maid; who is her 

great favorite and confidante, may perhaps 

prevail better than either of us; — he re- 

tired to write a ſecond letter, and I went 

out in ſearch of my friend Clayton. I | 

had ſcarcely gone three yards from the 

| houſe when I ſaw two perſons in the ha- 4 
bits of Engliſhmen approaching towards me, ia 
but, good Heavens! how great was my 1 
ſurpriſe, when on advancing nearer I diſ- 
covered the perſon of Colonel B, the 
other was his ſervant; he knew me at | 
the ſame inſtant, and exclaimed, in a voice. 3 

expreſſive of equal aſtoniſhment and plea= Ml 

ſure, „Captain Harley! what a fortunate = 
encounter is this!” We ſhook hands 


with great cordiality, but, as I too well 
gueffed the buſineſs which had brought him f 


to Madrid, there was an embarraſſment in 
my manner which. :did not eſcape his ob- | 
ſervation. «I ſee,, Harley,” ſaid he, ſigh- 
ing, * you are no ſtranger to the villain- 
ous treatment I have received - perhaps have: A 

” fem 
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ſeen the perſons I am in ſearch of—but can 

3 We ſtep into any houſe, for I long to 
unburthen my ſorrows: to ſome ſympathi- 
zing boſom, and thank Heaven for this un- 
Enn ee „ 


* attended him to a houſe of entertain- 
ment, with a ſad preſentiment of what might 
be the event of this fatal journey ; when 
he was ſeated, I apologized for a moment's 
abſence, and ſtepping into another room 
_ * wrote only theſe words, which I inſtantly _ 
aiſparched to Lord T wehr. „ 


180 B— is in Madrid, his 0 
is eaſily underſtood for Heaven's ſake 
quit the place add not to the injuries you 
have already done him by riſquing an in- 
terview, which, whatever the conſequences 
may be, muſt irreparably injure him for 

ever. SSOP 


I returned to the Colonel under an agi- 
tation of mind not to be deſcribed; he 
5 1 Was 
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| was walking up and down the room with 

great emotion. O! Harley,” ſaid he; 
graſping my hand, * my peace, my hap- 
pineſs are loſt for ever! An ungrateful wo- 
man, a falſe abandoned villain, under the 


maſks of love and friendſhip, have plant- 


ed daggers in my bolom.—Tell me, have 
you feen that curſed Lord Trueby, or my 
unworthy wife Wife!“ repeated he, ſtamp- 
ing, © Blaſted be the hour in: 3 WEIGH I made 
her ſuch ! os Hts 


IL knew not what to anſwer -I heſitated; 
he ſaw my confuſion ! You have ſeen them 
—” cried he, 1 ee you have - thus _ 
1 have traced them.“ 


« And + what en my dear Colo 
nel, ſaid I, interrupting him, «they are 
equally unworthy your notice or reſentment.” 


c What! ſhall I ſuffer them to tri- 
umph in deceiving me? ſhall 1 ſubmit to. 
injury, and be inſulted with impunity ?—- 
No, . I deſpiſe ber, I will be re- 
8 venged | 
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n on him is no longer worth 
my care my heart, my honor deeply. wound- 


ed, I only live to chaſtiſe a villain, and 


care not if 1 Periſn the ſuccceding'\mo- 
ment.” 


1 ited, by every argument I was 
maſter of, to combat his violent reſolu- 


| — tions; I firove to inſpire him with con- 


tempt for her who had ſo cruelly deſerted 
him, but I found his affection was too 


deeply rooted, and his eagerneſs for re- 


venge too predominant in his mind, to be 
fubdued by reaſon. 1 then acknowledged 
I had feen Lord Trueby, and related mi- 
nutely every circumſtance that had taken 


| place: he heard me with a variety of emo-. 


tions painted in his. countenance, and when 


1 pauſed —< Unhappy woman!“ ſaid he, 


fighing, « how hurmhating, how degrad- 
ing, your ſituation ! What muſt be her feel- 
ings when even J can pity: her but for 


Trueby, no penitence can atone his crimes, | 


he can make no reparation for my injuries, 
© and 


* 


wo 


man, who but for his inſidious. arts, his 


pernicious gallantries, might have lived hap- 
py and reſpectable hin J never will for- 


give, nor ſhall ſhe owe obligations to her 


1 let me have pen and 


N 


7 


His Ae was a with, 8 „hilt 


he wrote, the big tears ſtrayed down his 
face and his boſom heaved with ſighs 
having finiſhed his taſk, he requeſted me 
to ſign it; his ſervant: alſo was called in 
as a witneſs, and when he left the room, 
the Colonel ſaid, «© now Harley, I have 
done my duty I have not indeed Lord 
Trueby's eſtate, for mine does not exceed 
fiveteen hundred a year, but by this deed 


I put her in poſſeſſion of one thouſand of 


it for life; from this moment, ſhe ſhall 
have no temptation from poverty to con- 
tinue in vice: if I live, the remainder 


will more than anſwer for all my purpo- 


ſes, and at my death I leave no relations 
. to 
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| +16” whom my fortune could be any . 
ſince all are amply provided for. If you 
know her refidence let a copy of this be 
conveyed: to her, and let her draw for what 
ſurns ſhe pleaſes for her preſent ſupport 
ve muſt meet no more, but Lord Trueby 
I will ſee.” He ſcarcely pronounced thoſe 
laſt words when the door opened, and the 
very identical man entered the room the 
Colonel ſtarted from his chair — involunta- 
rily I caught his arm Lord Trueby in the 
fame inſtant advancing haſtily “ You ſee 
before you, ſir, a man, whom perhaps you 
think ought to have ſhrunk from your view 
—a man who has injured you in the ten- 
dereſt part; who has no palliation to offer 
that can ſoften his offences; no reparation 
in his power to give, but one, ' that only 
atonement is is Iiſe, tis in your hands, 
revenge eee ſhall make no reſiſt- 
ance. | 


«The Colonel trembled wit - paſſions 
Villain as you. are,” cried he, © conſci- 
5 ; ous 
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_ felt: to ee b vengeiiticei by 
throwing yourſelf, in my power—you well 
know I am no aſſaſſin I ſcorn: to take 
your life Little as you deſerve the treat- 
ment of a man of honor, IL owe it to 


my own character to meet you on fair 
ground; name your time and place ſir, and 


ſee if you dare juſtify. 4 _ — the 
infamy you have committ {+ 633i 


4 No,” | raked Lord == I dare 
not, there was a time when I might have 
accepted the terms you offer, but know, 


fir, I am no longer the ſame man; the | 


near approach of death has created in me 


a new ſoul—the ſenſe I have of the wrongs 


I have done you, are far more poignant 
tnan the point of your ſword will be, but 


never, never, will I raiſe my arm againſt 


the life of one I have ſo greatly injured: 
you know I am 0 coward, — tis from prin- 
ciple, from conviction, I refuſe to let you 
loaned a valuable life _— my worthleſs 
one. 

Never 
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Never have I beheld fuch a conflict of 
. contending paſſions as then agitated the Co- 
Ionel he fat down, roſe again two or three 
times without being able to ſpeak one word 
I ſeized the occaſion that offered of in- 
terfering and taking his hand, my dear 
ſir, permit reaſon and reflection to ſubdue 
a juſt reſentment; you behold a man in- 
deed who has deſtroyed your peace, but 
you ſee alſo a ſincere penitent ; — where can 
be the gratification of cutting off a man 
who acknowledges, who repents of his ſins, 
and why wiſh him to add to. his crimes.” 
by forcing him to the chance of taking your 
ne? In the words of an admired writer 
« Tf God has given him time for repent- 
ance, what right have you to deny it him ?” 


The Colonel fat leaning: his head on the 
table, at length waving his hand, „Well, 
| fir, leave me, fee me no more—at pre- 
ſent 1 ſubmit, but I will not, I cannot 
| anſwer for myſelf if we ever meet again.” 


— obey 
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* obey you, ſir, anſwered Lord True 
by, c and be aſſured my feelings at this 
moment are ſuch as might ſatisfy your bit- 
tereſt wiſnes of revenge. Far from you, 
my native country and friends, I ſhall ſeek 
to loſe the remembrance of my paſt: fol- 
lies; and by abjuring thoſe pernicious max- |. 
ims of gallantry which have been produc- 
tive of ſo much evil, learn in future to 
reſpect the e of n 2 _ 
* on. B ms It 

He quits: the room, 44 followed hin 
to the door, „dear Harley,” ſaid he, „1 
ſhall quit Madrid early - to-morrow morn- 
ing, let me hens you 2 re 
this n 


I wt to 0 | him, nbd ng 
to Colonel B—; he was walking the room 
greatly agitated . I know not what may 
be your ſentiments,” ſaid he, but I am diſ- 
ſatisfied with myſelf; I could not draw on 
a man unarmed, nor condeſcend to give 

him 
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nitence, whether real or affected, to me?” 
Will it re 
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him a perſonal: inſult ; yet, what is his pe- 


eſtore the innocence bf my wife? 
will it bring back my loſt happineſs? O! 


no, no, he has irreparably deſtroyed both, 


why then ſhould T1 not in: 6-4 I . 
me en D 0 d Det 

2 0 ; en a ith derbe e your own 
words prove that is impoſſible; to take 
his life, or loſe your own, could not re- 
1 your injuries, much _ n Leu f- 


1 


«=O * ken ena he) PRE Kino 
not my feelings - there, where I had trea- 
ſured up my foul, there, in that only vub 
-nerable part, to. be LIED: tis not to 
stet n i een 03 e eee T 
Ya I 1 with him near two hours, 
1 ſought for every argument to ſoften, though 
could not ſubdue his affliction; at 


"08 jappeared more compoſed, ' and at his 


earneſt 
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earneſt requeſt 1 promiſed! to wait on Mrs. 
B. in the morning and bring him the re- 
ſult of my viſit, as he * og to keep 
de 11 matters were ſettled. 1 
« a hints] him, J went in b Suren of 
© layton, but not meeting with him re- 
turned to my lodgings, where I found him 
with Lord Trueby. I will not trouble you 
with a repetition of our converſation, which 
may be eaſily gueſſed never ſaw a man 
more deeply affected than he appeared to 
be at the ColoneP's ſituation, but as he 
was deſirous of being informed what might 
be the event of my viſit to Mrs. B—, he 
conſented to defer his departure for another 
day. FO iter 0390007 8 


a OA 4 
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I paſt a fleepleſs night, Colonel Bs 
forrows were ſtrongly reflected on my own 
boſom; I knew what it was to be depri- 
ved of the deareſt object of my wiſhes, and 
had the additional miſery of having my ad- 
miration, increaſed by the very cauſe which 
| | de- 
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- deſtroyed my peace. Time, and a ſenſe 
of the indiſcretion of Mrs. B—, might 
heal the wounds be had received, but time 
could do nothing for me, when every mo- 
ment's reflection convinced me I * bo 
aà treaſure, ame to be nN 

Io 1 ene 1 e to attend 
Mrs. B—, on ſending up my name I was 
admitted; J found her pale and dejected, 
her dreſs in diſorder, and every mark 
of an agitated | mind; ſhe bowed on my 
entrance, and coolly deſired 1 would be 
ſeated; before I had 0 to dy ſhe 
thus ee Mme. 


1711 


4 


cc <I hone 8 this viſit, fir, to ſave 
you and Lord Trueby future trouble, and 
myſelf fruitleſs importunity; my reſolution 
is fixed, ſince he can deſert and give me 
up for ever in a ſtrange country, I will 
owe no obligations to ſo ungrateful a man: 
1 have near four hundred pounds in my 
poſſeſſion, a ſum ſufficient: for my preſent 
ea 
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purpoſe, therefore once for all, tell him 
I refuſe all Pecuniti offers, and a this 
moment will Hear bim no more. 

1 nh for à moment filent, aeliberating 
in what manner to open my embaſſy from 
her huſband; at length, I come not, 
Madam, from Lord Trueby, but from one 
who is ſenſible you have a right to his 
fortune, and has too much pride to per- 
mit you ſhould owe obligations to another.“ 
I ſtopt, ſhe ſtarted; with terror in her looks, 
ſhe exclaimed, 4 right to his fortune? 
Gracious Heaven ! what is it you mean?” 
I preſented the letter, ſhe ſnatched it ea- 
gerly, looked at the addreſs, cried out, 
« Oh! my God!” and tearing it open, 
ſcarcely read three lines before, with a deep 
ſigh, ſhe fell ſenſeleſs from her chair. I 
rung for aſſiſtance, and endeavoured to ſup- 
port her; her woman entered, and look- 
ing angrily at me, 60 what, ſir, have you 
killed my lady?” I beſought her help, 
telling her it was only a fainting fit, and 
a. the 
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the lady beginning to recover, ſne forebore 
any farther marks of her... reſentment. for 
the preſent : . when Mrs. B— was ſeated 
on the ſofa, the ordered Miller to retire, 
and trying to collect. reſolution, ſhe, pe- 
ruſed the whole letter. After pauſing ſome | 
time, ſhe faid you are then a friend of 
Colonel B—s, that circumftance accounts 
for your officious interference between Lord 
Trueby and myſelf; hear me out, fir, 7 
condemn you not, the event will prove 
how far you have done right. Tell Co- 
lonel B— I will conſider the contents of 
this letter and to-morrow morning he ſhall 
have my final reſolution ; as his friend, 1 
recommend him to your care—he deſerved a 
better wife—teach him to forget my me- 
mory, and be happy. After this time 1 
can fee you no more, but 1 forgive and 
wiſh you well.” 


She aroſe, and with feeble ſteps left the 
room. I felt the ſincereſt compaſſion for 
ber and my two friends, to whom I haſten- 

; | ed, 
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ed, and to each reported her preſent ſitu- 
ation; the Colonel was deeply affected, but 
after I had reaſoned him into ſome degree 
of compoſure, I returned to Lord True- 
by : he waited for Me with impatience, but 
when I acquainted him with the contents 
of Colonel B—'s letter, and the effect it 
had upon her, I never ſaw a man more 
completely miſerable one moment he was 
for flying to her and to convey her away 
far from all that knew them; then he ex- 
ecrated himſelf. for che crimes he had alrea- 
dy committed; in ſhort, I found it a very 
difficult taſæ though aided by my friend 
Clayton, to bring him out of a degree of 
frenzy which might have cauſed a fatal event 
if left to himſelf little could I foreſee the 
dreadful conſequences which enſued! Clay- 
ton remained with him, whilſt I thought 
it an act of humanity to ſpend ſome hours 
with the Colonel—great were his agita- 
tions, and I left him half reſolved to par- 
don his unhappy lady and receive her once 
more to his heart. 1182 
I reſted 


5 
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I érteſted but very ill, my anxiety for 
the concluſion of this buſineſs was little 
ſhort of what the parties concerned muſt 
feel: I went early to the Colonel's, he 
was under the moſt painful agitations; in 
leſs than an hour after I came in, a man 
brought a letter, the Colonel opened it 
with a trembling hand, and in a moment 
cried out © ſhe is dead, ſhe is dead !” and 
fell back in his chair, neither alive nor 
ſenſeleſs, but graſping for breath, and his 
eyes fixed; with the help of the landlord 
and ſome drops he recovered his ſpeech— 
ſtarting up, let us fly to prevent this 
poor unhappy——” he could ſay no more, 
but run out of the houſe, I followed him 
—we were quickly at the houſe where the 
unfortunate Mrs. B— had removed to on 
the recovery of Lord Trueby; there all 
was | confuſion, and the ſad tale was ab- 
ruptly told us—the lady had juſt put an 
end to her life by cutting her throat! The 

Colonel fell ſenſeleſs at my feet; he was 
carried into a room, which we had no 
[49009 ſconer 
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ſooner entered, than, before I could make 
into the room ;—*< my lady is dead,” faid 
ſhe, wildly, © you have killed her amongſt 
you, —you ſhall all be hanged—you have 
_ murdered my miſtreſs! 

ob — the miſtreſs of JPN houſe to : 
take care of the poor girl, whilſt my at- 
tention was directed to my ſtill ſenſeleſs 
friend; I learnt, however, that the poor 
lady was actually dead almoſt inſtantly chat 
ſhe ene the n deed - 


It was . . the colonel re- 
turned to life and miſery - hen he could 
ſpeak, « tell me, dear Harley, have I been 
in a e dream, or is the horrid ſtory 
true? 


I would have ſpoke, but my emotions 
precluded ſpeech; you are ſilent, you 
tremble—all then is over! My raſh pur- 
ſuit has cauſed her death - what then muſt 

vol. 1. > become 


———— 
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become of me? He grew very bun- 
a bed was prepared and I had} him con- 
veyed to it —a ſurgeon, who had been ſent 
for, breathed a vein, and I left him un- 
der the care of his own ſervant” "an one 
of me wu. | : | | een 


1 was NE by the nee to go 
d the lady's room and ſeal up her ef. 
 fefts—the ſcene I ſaw there I never can 
forget, and cannot be deſcribed; on the 
table were three letters, one to Colonel B. 
one for myſelf, and the third for. a friend 
of her's in London. Aſter ſcäling up the 
effects, I retired to another room and open- 
ed the letter addreſſed to me; it contained 
3 three lines, recommending the Co- 
lonel and Lord Trueby to my, care, as 
their common friend, and truſting that the 
fad ſcene - before me would be a leſſon for 
life, to guard me from a commiſſion of 
ſuch .crimes, as, ſooner or later, brought 


their heavy puniſhment along with them. 


I-was moſt deeply affected, I pitied the 


un- 


/ 
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unfortunate victim of her own folly, "© 
dreaded the conſequences | of this event -n 
my friends, I knew. not how to act with 
reſpe& to the body: in this E it 
occurred to me to conſult the noble Count : 
1 mentioned to you at the beginning at 
this letter: having ſent off a line to Clay- | 
ton to be careful of my Lord, T in- 
ſtantly waited on the Count ; he ws equal- 
ly ſurpriſed and affected at my ſtory, but 
with great goodneſs aſſured me he would 
ſend a proper woman and. other perſons to 

attend the body, and inſiſted upon ſending 
a litter for the Colonel, and to have him 
lodged under his own care. I felt the warm- 
eſt gratitude for this unexpected kindneſs, | 
and frankly accepted his offers ; within three x 
hours the Colonel. was lodged in. his pa- 
lace, but ſo entirely unconſcious of any 
thing, that he was taken from his bed, pla- 
ced in the litter, and comfortably ſettled 
in a bed at the Count's, without Tpeak- 
ing or moving. I now. returned with an 
agitated heart to Lord Trueby, undeter- 
K 2 mined. 


w 5 


| - mined what tale to tell; but I was ſpared 

the painful relation, for he, anxious to know 

the reſult of my viſit, had ſent a ſervant 
to the Colonel's lodgings to enquire for me 

previous to Clayton's receiving -my note; 

. the ſervant paſſed the houſe where thoſe 

' dreadful ſcenes . happened, and being in- 

formed of the affair, without conſidering 

a moment, imprudently ran back end ab- 

ruptly informed Lord Trueby of what he 

had been told. The conſequences may be 

eaſily gueſſed, and on my arrival: I found 
Lord T rueby in bed, raving like a mad 

man and juſt ler blood; he knew me not, 

and the phyſician having preſcribed, 1 glad- 

hy withdrew to my own apartment to re- 

cover from the fatigues of mind and bo- 
& ; had endured within the laſt ſix hours, 
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een were uleleſs, yet 1 deeply 
regretted it had been my ill-fortune ro meet 
the parties in this fatal buſineſs, and reflected 
with horror on the dreadful effects which 


attended an, intrigue too much ſanctioned 
| by 


930 
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by faſhion and gallantry, and a breach. of : 

the marriage yow ſo often violated with. 

impunity. I tried to reſt but in vain; buſy | 
fancy retraced the ſcenes I had been a 
painful witneſs of, and I was compelled 
to give up all thoughts of repoſe, I re- 
turned to Lord Trueby's room, he was 
now filent, but appeared to have neither 
reaſon nor recolle&ion ; I left him to the 
care of Clayton, and repaired to the Count's: 
the Colonel had ſhewn ſome ſigns of re- 
turning ſenſe by ſeveral heavy ſighs ; I went 
to the bed-ſide'and ſpoke to him, he Iook- 
ed at me for ſeveral moments very ear- 
neſtly; «do you not know me, my dear 
Colonel ?” « Yes,” faid he, with much 
ways yes, tis $ Harley.” is: if 


6 Fe 


IJ was rejoiced that ne knew me, I far 9 

by bim and adminiſtered his medicines, he 

| ſpoke a word or two ſeveral times the 
phyſician came in—he felt his pulſe—the 
poor man put his hand on his breaſt, « chere, 
wee 8 he, * all is here. | 

K 3 'The 
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- The oppreſſion ingeed was very viible— 
I followed the Doctor to the door, 6 
fear the caſe is hopeleſs,” faid he. I re- 
turned to my ſeat—towards the everung he 


ſake with leſs difficulty, - | 


1 Th. p 5 with ior a Notary, ſend for 
one—where am TY? looking round the ve- 
ry elegant apartment, I informed him of 
the noble Count's humanity ; he wiſhed to 
ſee him—the Count obligingly came in— 
he tried to expreſs his thanks but was 
filenced—again expreſſing his wiſh for a 
Notary, the Count ordered his own to be 
ſent for 3. he ſoon came—the Colonel ſtrove 
to exert himſelf—in a few words he con- 
veyed to me and my heirs for ever, that 
deed of a thoufand pounds a year intended 
for the late unfortunate Mrs. B—, being 
two eſtates in Worceſterſhire: the reſidue 
of his effects, after paying his debts and 
all expences whatever, he bequeathed to 
a young | woman he had been god-father 


to, whole, Parents were, worthy and unfor- 
tunate, 
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tunate, and to whom an income of near 
five hundred a year muſt be a welcome 
acquiſition. I will not fatigue you with 
painful repetitions; during the night he had 
many changes; about ſeven in the morning 
the oppreſſion on his breaſt increaſed, and 
within a few minutes of ten he breathed 


bis uſt dab 


The agitation of my mind for the laſt 
60 days, the mournful ſcenes I had been 
witneſs. to, with this laſt event, entirely 
overcame me, and I was obliged to be 
conveyed-to. bed, where after ſome time 

exhauſted nature procured me a few hours 
_ reſt; and I awoke by two 0 clock much re- 
freſned. 


I pvaited on the Count and took his ad- 
vice reſpecting the conveyance of the bo- 
dies to, England, it being the Colonel's 
requeſt they ſhould lay in one grave. The 
letter addreſſed to the Colonel from his 
unhappy wife now fell into my 2 and 
' WAS as follows. 
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to contempt, 
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MRS. B. TO COLONEL B. 
« Before this reaches your hands I can 
offend no more — J have endeavoured to 
ſtile my own feelings and ſupport a life 


of infamy, but a ſenſe of ſhame, of in- 


gratitude, to be pointed at by the finger 
of ſcorn; to owe my very exiſtence to the 


man I have fo greatly injured, is not to 


be borne; I die therefore not ſo much op- 


preſt with a ſenſe of guilt, as a' ſenſe of 


ſhame, and a ſpirit too proud to ſubmit 
or obligations of which I am 
unworthy. - Bred up in faſhionable diſſipa- 
tions, before I became your wife I ceaſed 
to be virtuous, -and when I conſented to 
marry. you,” it was becauſe I found my 're- 


putation was in danger, and becauſe I hoped, 


under the ſanction of your name, to in- 
dulge my paſſions and eſcape from detec- 
tion: but a real paſſion for Lord True- 


by made you hateful in my eyes, and I 


*&$ ſo⸗ 
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folicited him to fly with me—the onſe- 
quence you Know. Good and worthy as 
you are, I hardly dare hope for pity, much 
leſs forgiveneſs, for I deſerve it not, but 
if there can be any extenuation urged for 
crimes like mine, I may fay, that to the 
imprudent education I received, to the ſcenes 
of vanity, diſſipation, and extravagances 1 
was hourly a witneſs of, and permitted to 
ſhare in, to theſe 7 owe my ruin, and vou 
the loſs of happineſs. Adieu for ever, 
deſpiſe my memory, recover your tran- 
quillity, and may the remainder of your 
days be OR"? FF 
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This letter needs no comment, but may 
ſerve as a ſad leſſon to e parents 


. ee young | women. 


1. 7 1 

"The. remains of the 8 Celts 
wy and the unhappy victim to her follies, 
were ſent to England, and this long and 
mourgful. detail of their fate will be con- 
veyed to you; through the hands of the 
poor girl who follows her miſtreſs J Fate 
to Wen . 


3 : Troch has ſettled an annuity of 
fifty pounds a year on her for life I have 
the conſolation to ſay, his health amends 
daily, but the moſt profound ſadneſs over- 
whelms him, and he will, I fear be wretch- 
ed for life; ſoon as he is able to travel, 
he talks of going to Turkey and Egypt 
for three or four years. 


And now, my amiable friend, I ſhall 
.cloſe this enormous packet, and only trou- 
ble you with my beſt reſpects to your fa- 

5 3 mily, 


1221 * 
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mily, and, beſeeching you to give me every | 
information reſpecting the happineſs of one 


? 


in whoſe fate mine is cloſely linked. 


7 
| 


Believe me 
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and grateful friend, 
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your obliged 
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LETTER XIV. 


MRS. MENVILLE TO MRS. BERTIE. 
Tueſday Morn. October, 24. 
N my laſt letter to you, my dear Mrs. 
Bertie, I mentioned the contents of my 
father's, the concluſion of which I own ac- 
corded with my own ſentiments; but alas ! I 
have no voice in the buſineſs, and there 
is every degree of probability my viſitors 
will ſtay the winter. The bare civility, 
the cool politeneſs, with which J am treat- 
cd is painful enough, yet, as I neither 
eſteem or like them, I ſhould not be much 
chagrined, but, my - dear friend, I am 
=. 
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conſidered 'as a mere pie even by Mr. 


Menville; ſo lately the paſſionate' lover aid” 
render huſband. When 1 confider that love 


could be his only inducement to make me 
his wife; when J reflect on the ardour with 
which he ſought my hand a few months 


ſince; when, on a retroſpection of my own' 


conduct, I cannot charge myſelf with one 


look, word, or deed; that can have cau- 


ſed a change fo vilible in his behaviour, 
to what muſt J attribute an alte ration ſo 


painful to my feelings, but to the bane- 
ful influence others have obtained to my 
prejudice? Vet, to you only I dare con- 


feſs what I would fain hide even from my 
ſelf; to Miſs Ellis J affect to appear con- 


tented, cheerful, and happy; ſhe views me 


with ſolicitude and tenderneſs on ſome oc- 
caſions, which J endeavour: to avoid be- 


ing ſenſible of- yet the world eſtzerns me 
fortunate and happy! I will make it the 


| buſineſs of my life to deſerve being ſo, 


and leave the ne to Providence. 4 
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The town begins to fill Lam told, though 
early in the ſeaſon; amuſements daily in- 


cCcccaßt, and. Mrs. and,/Miſs Shepherd are 


 Perpetually engaged, with Mr. Menville for 

their protector. My Huation, which can- 
not be concealed, is an excuſe for decli- 
ning invitations to accompany them, which 
evidently. does not diſappoint: or chagrin 


Either party; but I will have done with 


this ſubject, and tell you how greatly I 
was ſurpriſed the other day by diſcovering 
accidentally, Captain Harley correſponds 
with Miſs Ellis; ſhe is too delicate to 
mention his name, and it was only that 
by ſearching among ſome papers for a piece 
of poetry ſhe had commended, two or 
three letters fell to the ground; I haſtily 
remembered hand in, an addreſs to her 
few things could make me ſo happy as to 
believe there is more than a friendly cor- 
reſpondence between them: I ſhould: re- 
Joice to ſee them united and happy in each 
other —as ſhe never acquainted me with the 
cir- 


— 


* 
* 


* 


t 
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circumſtance, I took no notice of my ob- 
ſervation, and / ſhall wait her time for the 
2 of their mutual e 


Thau, FE 


I broke off haſtily on Tueſday from 
the abrupt entrance of Mrs. Shepherd in- 
to my dreſſing room, with a letter in her 

| hand—fury and vexation inher looks; © Lo d, 
Mrs. Menville, was ever any thing ſo un- 
lucky! here Mr. Shepherd is very ill of 
the gout, makes a great fuſs, and Ben- 
ſon writes, raves for me, and inſiſts upon 
my coming down—to be a. nurſe indeed! 
io, juſt as London begins to be tole- 
rable; but I won't go, 1 am i 


« ] thought, 8 faid 1 very cool-. ' 
ly, you only intended ſtaying fix weeks, 
and therefore 1 ſuppoſe Mr. Shepherd con- 

cluded you were ready to R 
4 You are vaſtly polite”. returned ſhe, 
colouring, «to remind me of any ſuch 


thing, 
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i thing, but if I have ſtaid longer it was 
to "oblige my girl and Mr. Menville, 
I affure you Madam, and I don't know 
that I ſhall go now.—She flounced out 
of che room, and I felt diſpleaſed at my 
momentary petulance, and trying to recon- - 
cile myſelf to her determination with in- 
difference, I went into Miſs Ellis's dref- 
ſing room; ſhe was weeping over a pack- 
et "of letters which lay before her—on my 
entrance, ſhe haſtily put the ſheet ſhe 
was reading of into her pocket, and locked 
the reſt into a drawer: I apologized for 
my intruſion, and ſhe reſuming a cheer- 
ful ook, faid ſhe thanked me for inter- 
rupting her melancholy employment, and 
chatted on trifling matters till the dinner 
bell rung. On our entering the dining 
parlour, T thought Mr. Menville and Miſs 
Shepherd looked more happy than uſual, 
whilſt a haughty gloom pervaded the fea- : 
tures of the mother. 


NJ know, I fuppote, Mrs. Menville, 
that 'mv mother is obliged to leave us,” 
ſaid 


— 
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bad the young lady. am ſorry, Ma- 
dam, that Mr. Shepherd's Hines ſhould 
occalion ir“ 1 Fon 4 2 4 WW 


* WET 2 no Ricki occaſion eh Mrs. 

Shepherd, what ſignifies having the gout— 
he is or to it, isn't he? J can't drive it 
away. True, Madam, anſwered Mr. 
Menville; but your care 5 d tenderneſs mar 
ne ſooner reſtore him.” ws 

Yom} vt EE +7 LE 
e Well, AI do tho ſaid ſhe, ſpite- 
fully, yl daughter ſhall go too, fo Miſs 
get ready the day after to- morrow, to go 
into the country. We are going to the 
Fantocini this evening, and to-morrow 1 
will ſee one Py more Welder 1 L 55 1 


: 


This 1 Fan wap ill deco Miſs 
« thought er Preſence could not be of 
any uſe to her papa.” The old lady faid, 4 
© one was as much wanted as D 12 
and if one went, both muſt,” — 4 dead 
ſilence prevailed all through the Amer hour, 

except 


11e WOMAN As SHE. SHOULD, BE, 


except now and then broken. by, Miſs El- 
lis, and the little attentions; I was com- 
pelled to pay at my own table. In the 
evening I was deſired by Mr. Menville to 
accompany the ladies,. a. favor, not often 
requeſted of me readily, complied, . but 
the diſſatisfaction of their minds precluded 
amuſement, and we returned. to ſupper, with 
evident ill humour on the part of the la- 
dies, though with the addition to our par- 
ty of Mr. Martin and Mr. Colemore who 
Joined us, and were invited by, Mr. Men- 
ville to accompany us home. The gen 
temen were in high ſpirits, particularly 
Mr. Martin, who was very pointed in his 
attentions to me, meerly I. believe becauſe 
1 appeared to be neglected by others. They 
ſtayed late—Mrs. Shepherd mentioned, with 
ſome. indignation,” © that. ſhe,; was; obliged 
to leave town next an but one ch: her 
e B „ 


love! I 2 Mr. Den 95 ould us of 


| Mi et ? Surely, Madam, you gan- 
not 


8 
93 ** 
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not have formed a deſign ſo * — 

« Indeed, but I have ſaid ſhe, peg 7 
go, ſbe muſt.” 4 And where is the ne- 
ceſſity for either's going?” aſked he. Why, 
Mr. Shepherd has the gout, and wants & to 


be nurſed, I think.“ 


ec It's time cal; to talk of this to- 
morrow,” ſaid Mr. Menville, I N to 
talk of parting between frien 


P he converſation took a more general 
rn, though I obſerved an attention and 
reſpe& in Mr. Coleman's, behaviour to Miſs 
Ellis, which pleaſed me, as I was inclined 
to think very favorably of him; but from 
the diſorder I found her in when in her. 
qreſſing- room » I am incliged to think ber 
heart is ill at eaſe; however this is only 
conjecture and I may be miſtaken. 755 


When we W to reſt, after ſome lit- 
tle roundabouts, Mr. Menville ſaid, “I think, 


my dear, as Mis OY? is ſo very un- 
willing 


| + + "y 
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willing to quit London, you bad better | 
perſuade the mother to leave the poor girl 
behind for a few weeks, to partake with 
you in the amuſements of the town after 
Chriſtmas.” 19 


0 Py * 


_ « Tf it is your deſire, my dear Mr. Men- 
ville, I ſhall certainly ſpeak to Mrs. Shep- 
herd on the ſubject; but don't you think 

Jour intereſt ſtronger. there than mine 105 

l 0 «© No,” ' replied he, with quickneſs, | © . 

: neceſſary the invitation thould come from 
you, unleſs, indeed —- He ſtopt, with 
an air of diſpleaſure; I anſwered as haſ- 
tily, © very well, my dear, I ſhall certainly 
employ my eloquence to retain the fair la- 
dy. ” I ſpoke ſmiling]y, and he appeared 
very well fatisfied—the ſubject dropt, and 
determined to execute my commiſſion 
fairhfully, though I own repugnant to my 
wiſhes. The next morning I attended the 
ladies dreſſing-room, and ſacrificed truth to 
Poet and the wiſhes of my huſband: 


Miſs 
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Miſs eagerly ſeconded my requeſt, and our 
joint petitions were at laſt favorably heard 
and acceded to, with a declaration of Mr: 
Shepherd's, | «that within a month, , if her 
father got well, ſhe would return and take 
her daughter down.” — There was no objec- 
tion [the to this, and I received the thanks 
of both ladies for my civilities. 


9 
1 25 


When Mr. Menville was e oft the . 
ſucceſs of my negotiation, he thanked Mrs. 
Shepherd for obliging Mrs. Menville, and 
permitting Miſs to remain at her requeſt,” 


Thus, 7 am the perſon obliged, you ſee! 
In the evening we were at the play Mr. 
Colemore and Mr. Martin of our party; 
the latter was extremely troubleſome to me 
by his attentions which I could not avoid, 
for my huſband confined his entirely to 
Miſs Shepherd, and Mr. Colemore ap- 
peared very deſirous of devoting himſelf 
to Miſs Ellis. Towards the end of the 
play, a gentleman entered the box to whom 


Mr. Martin paid great reſpect, and inform-_ 


"IT 
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ed me, in a whiſper, it was the Earl of 
: Longfield ; he ſeemed to take a particu- 
1 lar ſurvey of the whole party, ſlightly re- 
turned a bow from Mr. Menville, and cool. 
ly replied to ſome trifling chat of Mar- 
tin's :—he ſtaid, however, till the enter- 
tainment was over, and made way for me 
to pals, with reſpect and politeneſs. I ne- 
ver ſaw a countenance ſo expreſſive, or 
greater elegance of manners than appeared 
in this nobleman: he did not look very 
young nor in high health, but there was 
ſomething ens which engaged you to 
view him with complacency and feſpect. 


After we returned home, Mr Martin 
ſaid, „I ſee Lord Longfield is recovering 
his health and ſpirits again —he does not 
intend mourning unto death for the loſs of 


his lady. 


RE Is he then a widower ? I aloud "9 
Yes” eplied he, and a wonderful ex- 


ample of of conjugal fidelity—quite a jew- 
Na are Ih 
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el of a huſband—always dangling by the 
ſide of bis deary ; and when the died, 
about a year and half ſince, all the town 
expected he would follow her—Such grief! 
ſuch melancholy! He remained in the coun- 
try, gave himſelf up to ſorrow, and for 
many motithsbarely exiſted—his friends have 
at length rouſed him from the àpathy he 
was fallen into and dragged him to town, 
but ſo altered from the handſome Long- 
field that was once ſo captivating, that he 
looks” e inte; ad e Fa and e 
75 ae nnn | | 
What an iniiable* labile?” lake: you 
drawn— exchimed Miſs Ellis, „how few 
men now e deſerve ſuch an eulogium ! 4 


* Lord! 1 faid Miſs x Shepherd, « he aig 
be a poor” fpiritleſs creature, or full of af- 


fectation I don't believe any man in the 
world would mourn ſix months for a wife.“ 


Such examples are not common, in- 
deed,” replied Mr. Colemore, © but I fear 


- * 44 
* . 
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the ladies are in a great degree anſwer- 
able, bor, the little 8 i to their me- 


z 
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1 ＋ 
_ „How ſo s e Miss Shepherd. i 


« Pardon me, Madam,” | anſwered he, ſmi- 
ling, | « truth is not always pleaſing to a 


Ry I Far.” 1 g | 5 i 4438 ; 8 % 
OS | * 8 . 8. $--S=-4 


bf &« 01 1 ill have it,” 6 2 ce If 
you command my opinion” he replied, «] 
muſt obey you, and I expect to meet your 
contempt and diſpleaſure when I confeſs, 
that I have been a pretty minute obſer- 
ver of your ſex, and of married pairs, among 
my acquaintance, and have met with but 
very few inſtances where the ladies, after 
marriage, think it worth their while to cul- 
tivate the eſteem of their huſbands, or 
preſerve their affection. We have lately 
adopted the follies of our gay neighbours 
without copying their virtues.— The ladies 
marry to increaſe their conſequence — launch 
into a vortex of diſſipation — dreſs for every 

© man 


7 


— 
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man but their huſband's ; ;—reſervec. their 
ſmiles, wit, and good huniour for company 
alone. Whilſt at home, they are-flatternly: 
in their dreſs and appearance, careleſs of 
a deſire to pleaſe,” given up to ennui, anx- 
ious to be abroad, diſſatisfied at home, pre- 
fer every coxcomb to the man who has 
a claim to their preference, and in a very 
ſhort time render him the N of nn 
or contempt.” , ates Dk oth 
u He 4501 
" n my word, Mr. Coleiriore;? ſaid 
Miſs Ellis, if you have ſuch a. deſpi- 
cable Porn! of ou: ſex you; ought never 
to War 


never will, Madam,” he replied, 1 
until I am well aſſured the lady I address FM 
has very ons qualities to n as I . 
have defcribec YT 5 25-0366 id 


4 . ” | ; 
Ca, 1 A 
» 4 . 


N 4 f N 
8 But how cin you depend on appear- 
ances, fince you charge the ladies with 
an entire alteration in their conduct er 
n 5 mar- 


* 1 N — 
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marriage ? aſked: ſſie I beg your pardon, 
indiſcriminately, there 
are hundreds, I hope, thouſands, truly eſti- 
mable women; and a man who permits his 
judgment to guide him in the choice of a 
wife, can ſeldom be deceived. A young 
woman, who is a good daughter, a ſincere 
friend, an admirer of real merit, who is cheer- 
ful without levity, agreeable without affecta- 
tion, and ſenſible without vanity; 3: ſuch a wo- 
man muſt. be amiable from principle ; ſhe 
can never fall into thoſe contemptable follies 
which diſgrace her ſex, and deſtroy the 

happineſs: of all her connexions. 


Quite a paragon! upon my word, cry'd 

Miſs Shepherd; toſſing her head diſdaintuliy, 
why it: was a; thouſand pities you had not 
continued in the profeſſion you were educated 
for; as a clergyman, you might bave de- 
claimed. from the pulpit againſt all the faſhions 
of the age, and doubtleſs; have turned the 
current: of folly into the gentle ſtream of in- 


ar and dulneſs.“ ut 
0 | 2M No, 


3 
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% No, madam,” he replied; « ] never 
ſhould have entertained fo wild an idea, as to 
hope any efforts of mine could have engaged 
the attention of a fine lady; the beſt orators, 
the nobleſt precepts, are now treated with 
contempt; and people in general avoid hear- 
ing diſagreeable truths; or, if they ſhould 
ſometimes be unfaſhionable enough to go to 
church, their behaviour plainly evinces, they 


think the preacher inſufferably tedious, and 


after ſeeing, who and who are together, of 
their gay acquaintance, they feel every mi- 
nute an age, till the ſervice is ended, that 


they may meet and n their ſeveral * 


for the enſuing evening.” 


11M "one Colentiore' * cry'd Mr. Men- 


„ev would have made an excellent 
8 and as you have more than a tolera- 
ble perſon, you would have been the admi- 
ration of all the old Nr and SO 
virgins?” 


wy a 2 0 Perhaps, 
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14% Perhaps, ſaid Mr. Colemore, ſmiling, 
«I had too much vanity to: be: ſatisfied with 
ſuch a partial diſtinction, I: am an admirer of 
every charming woman who has a claim to 
my eſteem, and do not deſpair of being one 


day diſtinguiſhed by the preference of an 


amiable young woman of an ingenious heart, 
capable of Hon i to the. ee of 
mine. . . ; b K 7111 F343] L JT 


5 7 „Oh! ll a ſake,” 5 ed Miſs 
Shephard, no more of this dull ſtuff; why 
you are a mere automaton, without the leaſt 
animation; none but Miſs Ellis is qualified 
for converſation like your 3. EL 


I thank you, en for the compli- 
1 ment,” ſaid Miſs Ellis, < for I aſſure: Youu 1 
un ie a ve high one.” | 


And 1. W ade en 

“ cannot wiſh for many gratifications ſupe- 
| rior to what I ſhould feel in being heard fa- 
 yourably by that lady.“ 
” ©. Bravo, 
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N Bravo, brave * faid Mr. Martin, « but E 
think the converſation is rather too confined at 
preſent, ſo if you pleaſe, we will call a gayer 
ſubject, and apropos, did you ſee in the op- 
poſite box this evening, the beautiful lady 
M, and her happy favorite? egad, ſhe 
| looked like a divinity ; the faſhionable world 
have a thouſand obligations to Lord M, 
for tranſplanting the lovely flower from the 
field to his garden, where every one ſcents 
the ſweets which elſe might have been loſt in 
the defert a air,” 


208 You are quite poetical, Mr. Martin,” 
ſaid Miſs Shepherd, “but pray, who is, or 
rather, who was, this beauteous flower ? 22 


« A a daughter,“ he rep &« wid 
poor man, burthened with a numerous fa- 
mily, placed three of his girls abroad, to 
provide for themſelves ; they were deviliſh 
handſome, and one being reſident near a uni- 
verſity, ſoon caught the attention of a young 
fellow of faſhion and fortune. The girl be- 


L3 ing 
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ing prudent, or cunning, for they are ſyno- 


nimous terms in ſome caſes, the lover was 


caught in the ſnare, and married her. Ano- 
ther ſiſter went to Liſbon with a lady, and 
found a huſband in a capital merchant there. 
The youngeſt, which is the lady in queſtion, 
was the moſt lively, and by far the 
handſomeſt ; ſhe came on a viſit to her ſiſter 
in town, and one night at Ranelagh, threw 
her bright eyes on Lord M——, who re- 

ceived ſuch a mortal wound, that he joined 

the party, ſought an intimacy with the fami- 
ly, and in leſs than two months the parſon's 


"On — became a peereſ 


« J rejoice in * good "Ig faid 
Miſs Ellis, „ and have no doubt but ſhe will 
deſerve the diſtinction ſhe is raiſed to.” 


* Why, as to that,” replied Martin, with 
a ſneer, ©« ſhe does credit to his taſte, and 
graces his table, and that is all an old fellow 
who marries a young lively girl, can expect; 
ſhe is wonderfully admired, but among the 

_ ; h rainy 
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many candidates for her favour, Captain 


1 n to be ſelecked as the n 


man.“ 
I hope,” ſaid Miſs Ellis, for the ho- 
nour of the ſex, that her huſband will be 
the only happy man A * her 


favour.” 


_ 


Ha, ha, ha!” cried Martin, laughing, 
« what antediluvian ideas! why, my dear 


madam, nothing is ſo great a bore, as for a 


married woman to favour her huſband; a 
man of the ton would be aſhamed to appear 


in the circles of faſhion, if his deary was g 


conſidered as a fond wife; or he was ſup- 
poſed to care ſix-pence for her. There was 
poor Lord Longfield, ſo much the jeſt of all 
his acquaintance, for his ridiculous attach- 
ment to his wife, that they were compelled 
to withdraw themſelves from _=_ world, and 
bill and coo in the country.” 


I ſhould 


a 


1 * FR 
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e ſhould ſuppoſe, ſir,” ſaid I, very grave- 


8 5 you cannot mean to recommend your- 


ſelf to the young ladies, by uttering ſuch 
free ſentiments, and I am ſure, married ones 


-who have any princ Wann muſt hold them in 


me 3 


ec 0 Lond q debt e cried he, unabaſh- 
ed, © you are a ſtranger to the faſhionable 


world at preſent; by and bye, when you en- 
large your circle of acquaintance, you will 


1 I ne the ſentiments of the multitude.” 


e Then 1 wall ahve my converſation 
o a very narrow circle, I can aſſure you, 


anſwered I, with a look of contempt.” 


ec You have no occaſion, madam, to form 
-2 reſolution which would be a loſs to ſociety,” 
ſaid Mr. Colemore, I will venture to fay, 
no man of ſenſe will preſume, in your com- 
pany, to make uſe of any language, that 
can offend your delicacy.” . 


. - 


I bow'd 
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I bowed to Mr. Colemore; at the ſame 
inſtant Miſs Shepherd exclaimed, Lord 
bleſs me, I am half dead with the vapours, 
let us have no more preachments—Mr. 
Menville, are you aſleep?” | 


; « Why, indeed,” anſwered he, © this ſee-- 
ſaw converſation is enough to ſet one a yawn=- 
ing, but happily, here comes the ſummons. 
to ſupper,. which is an n agreeable interrup- 
7 tion.“ ö . 

J have repeated this idle chat, merely to. 
give you an inſight into the different charac- 
ters of the two. gentlemen, and. I feel an in- 
_ creaſed diſguſt every moment againſt Mar- 
tin, who nevertheleſs appears a violent favo- 
rite with Mr. Menville and Miſs Shepherd; 
whilſt the worthy Colemore is treated with. 
common civility only. Mrs. Shepherd ſets. 
off to-morrew morning; you will ſay ſhe 
has been in no haſte to obey the ſummons of 
a ſick huſband; indeed, ſhe does not at- 
hk to diſguiſe the reluctance with. which. 

| L $ ſhe: 


' 
| 
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ſhe leaves town, and as. the daughter re- 
hind, her departure is to me a 


matter of 0006 indifference. 


wy ended, you 8 to write jour- 
nal-wiſe, but ſome days I have nota moment to 
myſelf; for whenever the ladies are at home, 
they are perpetually breaking in upon me 
without ceremony; and when accompanied 
by Mr. Menville, they take their amuſements 
abroad. Miſs Ellis and myſelf mutually re- 


joice in enjoying a tete-a-tete; therefore 1 


cannot be as exact as I could wh. I am in- 
terrupted, and muſt attend Mrs. Shepherd— . 
what a tax is politeneſs upon an ingenuous 
mind, when obliged to diſguiſe its feelings 


* my dear Mrs. Bertie for the rr 


Your Mane 


EMILY MENVILLE. 


LETTER 
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ROBERT MARTIN, ESQ. TO JOHN HAM - 
' BERS, ESQ. 


Lo 
, o 
* 


TD AITH, Jack, you are right, my neg- 
1 lect of you is owing to an attachment 
of the tender kind; theſe deviliſn women en- 
groſs all my time, occupy all my thoughts; 
and now I have ſueh a charmer in purſuit, as 
I fear will call forth all my patience, perſeve- 
rance and artifice, to lure her to my arms. 
I was violently in love with Lady W 
two months ago, but ſhe has made a ſelec- 
tion; for the preſent, therefore, I ſuſpend my 
operations in that quarter, and devote myſelf 
L 6 to 


. Wokax As SHE SHOULD BE: ES 


to the fair wife of Mr. Menville; and al- 
though ſhe is not quite ſo beautiful as the 
former, ſhe is more captivating, with very 
little knowledge of the world, and is really 
and truly, I believe, a woman of principle. 
To warm a heart like her's, would be tri- 
umph indeed. I have ventured a few free 
obſervations, which were ſo ill received, that 
J ſhall change my batteries, become the 
humble ſighing fwain, and as ſentimental as 
herſelf. Here is a pretty lively girl on a 
viſit to the family, that an honeſt fellow might 
gain without much trouble, for ſhe is vain, 
volatile, and loves a little romping to her 
heart; but I think there is likely to be a 


good underſtanding between Menville and 


her, and I ſhall not attempt to interrupt the 
affair, as it may, anſwer my purpoſe on the 
lovely. wife yet I have two great obſtacles 
in my way, which are, ber prudery, and the 
keen obſervant eye of a country parſon' $ 
daughter, allo on a viſit ; I with ſhe was fafe 
home, reading homilies, or churning butter 


in 
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in the dairy ; then, that canting puritanical 
fellow, Colemore, who, you muſt. remember 
at college, is for ever croſſing me here, and 
I ſuſpe&t is fond of the good Miſs Ellis, like 
to like you know. Thus you ſee what 
mountains I have to climb, before I can en- 
joy the ſweets of the delicious valley J have 
in view; but a fellow of ſpirit likes difficul- 
ties, for in the purſuit oftentimes lies the 
chief pleaſure of the chaſe ; and when once 
overtaken, we generally care as little for the 
woman as for the game. 


You ſee now, Chambers, I have a world: 
of buſineſs on my hands, and cannot at all 

times find leiſure to anſwer your demands on: 
my pen; write therefore without ceremony, 
and for my letters, they ſhall be forth- coming 
whenever I have opportunity.. 


« How ftands your affairs ? are they like- 
ly to get ſettled, that you may return to: 
England ?” faith, Jack, you got into a curſed: 

5 33 


SHE SHOULD BE. | 


ſet, and was well pigeoned. I love women 
better than dice, and if I am ſometimes 
fleeced, the dear creatures are welcome to 
ſhare the plunder; Farewell, write ſoon. 


n 0 | ROBERT MARTIN. 


LETTER 


* 
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LETTER XVI. 


— 


MRS. BERTIE TO MRS. MENVILLE. 


[i 


Bath, Nov. 4th, | 


7 OUR letter, my dear friend, which I 
have ſo long and ſo impatiently ex- 
pected, I am ſorry to ſay, has given me much 
pain. You are new to the world; you have 
not, like me, purchaſed a knowledge of it by 
painful experience, and from the rectitude of 
| your own heart, ill qualified to judge of -the 
duplicity of others. I wiſh not to alarm 
you, yet ] cannot be ſilent on the communi- 
© 1 cations 


** 


2 
* 
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cations I have received : I am confirmed in 
my conjectures, that Miſs Shepherd is a 
_ worthleſs girl, and a dangerous inmate. Such 
is the depravity of men, that they will © leave 
an angel to prey on garbage, from the na- 
tural inconſtancy of their diſpoſition ;. that 
girl envies and hates you; you have ſupe- 
rior beauty; you have virtues ſhe cannot 
copy; you enjoy a fplendid eſtabliſhment, 
which ſhe longs for, to gratify her vanity and. 
taſte for expence ; thus every way you are 
her rival, and: I fear her artifices will occa- 
fion ſome confuſion, if not diſtreſs, in your 
houſe. _ Yet 'tis impoſſible Mr. Menville 
can permit her to inſult you; and I am very 
ſure, neither the ſoftneſs of your diſpoſition, 
nor your prudence, will deſerve to meet any 
ill treatment. Your fituation is ſo delicate, 
that I dare not preſume. to adviſe you rela- 
tive to Mifs Shepherd; but J will ſpeak 


frankly my ſentiments of your male ſriends. 


That Martin, my dear Mrs. Menville, is a 
- profligate of the moſt dangerous kind. 1 


"_—_ heard his character, accidentally, fromSir 
Charles, 
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Charles Wentworth, and ſhall relate 2 in- 
cident that _ riſe to it. 


Attending my aunt one e morning to the 


pump-room, I obſerved a very decent look- 
ing man, with a young woman leaning on his 
arm, whoſe death- like countenance, and ema- 
ciated figure, plainly evinced ſne was far 


gone in a decline; there were the remains of 


a lovely face, but grief and ſorrow was deep- 
ly imprinted on her pallied cheeks. I felt 
myſelf intereſted for her, and ſeating myſelf 
by her ſide, I ſaid, T hoped ſhe would find 
relief from the waters; © that, madam, re- 
plied ſhe, bowing, is what I do not expect, 


nor am I ſolicitous for, I came here to oblige 


my dear father, and am ſorry, only on his 
account, that my diſorder is ſo rooted, and 
makes ſuch rapid ſtrides, as I think gives not 
the ſmalleſt chance of my recovery.” 


«© Do not fay ſo, my dear Mary,” cried 
the father, earneſtly, © only reſolve to be 
well, to ſtruggle againſt your diſorder, and 

| you 
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vom ill get the better of it, the doctor * 
10. 

Juſt at this moment Sir C harles Went- 
worth entered the room, and advancing to 


pay his compliments to us, the young wo- 


man caught his eye. 

« How d'ye do, Miſs Smith ef? aid he, in 
a voice of compaſſion ; I hope you are bet- 
ter than when 1 ſaw you in town?“ 
e You are very obliging, Sir,” ſhe re- 
plied. c I believe I am much the ſame. 
Then riſing, and politely taking leave, — 
Come, my dear father, I can walk now.” 
And with feeble ſteps, holding the arm of 
her ſorrowing parent, ſhe left the room. 
« Poor girl!” ſaid Sir Charles, with a 
ſigh, © I believe, indeed, "ur caſe is hope- 
leſs.” 


« Pray, 
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Pray,“ cried I, eagerly, “ Who is ſhe? 
W ee is u of IN N eu 
her. Y 


* 8 1 2 
7 — * * 4 2 


10 * She- is, epd tie LAY "_ worthy 
young woman, conſigned to the grave by a 
diſtemper not mentioned in the bills of mor- 
tality, a broken heart. Her father, who was 
with her, is a very eminent hoſter. I have 
dealt with him for ſome years paſt, and 
greatly reſpected him. About a year and a 
half ago I frequently met at his houſe a Mr, 
Martin, a young man of fortune and gal- 
lantry, pretty notorious. Mr. Smith, with 
great exultation, in confidence, told me that 
he paid his addreſſes to his daughter Mary, 
and he believed the match would ſoon take 
place. Knowing Mr. Martin only by his 
general character, I did not think myſelf 
authorized to give any opinion on this in- 
formation. 


Miſs Smith was a lovely girl, modeſt, 
ſenſible, and gentle in her manners. There 


n 
8 * 
. 
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rious in his addreſſes. Her fortune, I ſup- 
poſed, would not be deſpicable, although 
there were three other children. I therefore 


contented myſelf with only obſerving, that 


Mr. Martin was a young man of good for- 
tune, lived much in the gay world, and 1 
hoped would behave with honour. and mw 
en to Miſs . 

| «, 6M 1 I leſt town on a tour to 
Paris, where I ſtayed ſome months. On my 


return to England, about four months ago, 
J called on Mr. Smith: he was much al- 
tered. I aſked if he had been ill. The 


worthy man was deeply affected. With a 
faltering voice he requeſted me to walk 


into the parlour ; and then, the tears running 
down his cheeks, '. | 


« Ah, Sir Charles,” ſaid he, I am a mi- 
ſerable man: I have loſt my wife; my poor 
Mary is, I fear, following her poor mother : 
and all this miſery is brought upon me by 

« * 


4 
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a villain, by that Martin, that profligate ſe= 
. who has deſerted m child” | {2415 n 


$29; 1 a1 125 * * $33 


„ Good God J tried; imwerroptie im. 
cc dure he has n not uſed Mils Martin ill! . 


898 4 . 
WF 4 * 4444 


« If to gain her en he replied; “ if 
to inſinuate himſelf into tlie affections of the 
poor girl; if to obtain the confidence of her 
mother and myſelf; and then, becauſe ſhe 
would not comply with his infamous deſires, 
to deſert her, to abuſe me, and laugh at our 
poor low mechanic notions, to ridicule my 
poor child for her prudery and her aſſurance, 
to ſuppoſe he ever intended to connect him- 
ſelf with a trader; if ſuch treatment, Sir 
Charles, cannot be called ill uſage, I know 
not what the word means. My child fell 
into fits before the cruel wretch's face, who 
left the houſe with a ſneer, ſaying, he had 
ſeen that farce played too often for it to have 
any effect upon him. She was carried to 
bed in a burning fever, and for three weeks 


was deprived of her ſenſes. Her mother 
Ds * 


0 
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never left her, night nor day; and, by the 
time the poor gitl was unexpectedly reſtored 
to her reaſon, the fatigue and anxiety fhe 
had ſuffered overpowered a naturally-weak 
conſtitution : ſhe was obliged to take to her 
his and died in leſs than a er 

TY «© This. — 4 Barn Sir 1 had 
nearly proved fatal to us both. I zecovered; 
but my unhappy child was unable to bear 
the load of miſery which preyed upon her 
mind. She has all the marks of a rapid 
decline. The, phyſician fays, if her mind. 
could be. made eaſy, ſhe might recover: but 
I fear that never will be the caſe, . She is 
now in the country, to try the change of 
air; but, my dear Sir, ſaid he, wringing 
my hand, I have no hopes. All this mi- 
ſery, is brought, upon me by a man of faſhion 
and gallantry. Curſed be the tenets of ſuch 
peſts of ſociety, ſuch barbarous aſſaſſins, who 
endeayour to deſtroy both ſoul and boch, 
and ſend. innocent victims to. the er 
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; 0 ' — SS + 


"0M The 


WOMAN AS SHE SHOULD BE. 238 


+4 


ce The poor man burſt into tears. I was 


greatly affected by his ſorrow, which was too 
juſtly founded to be removed by any argu- 


ments. I called upon him about a month 


after: I ſaw the unfortunate girl, and Was 
inexpreſſibly ſhocked at the ravages. which 
grief had made on her perſon. I faid every 


thing in my power to awaken her reaſon, 


and conſider her father. Her anſwer J ſhall 
never forget. 


« Po you think me inſenſible, Sir Char- 


les?” ſaid ſne. © Had I been ſo, this poor 


frame might have borne the cruel deceit, the 
inſult of a man of faſbion, who thought it was 
ſufficient honour for a tradeſman's daughter 
to be his miſtreſs, Alas]! my heart was but 
too ſuſceptible of love. I confided in his 
honour, and vith difficulty preſerved my 
on. Yet, I thank Heaven, I did preſerve 
it, although I loſt my reaſon by his cruel 
treatment of me, and inſolent behaviour to 
my parents. Vet this I might have ſurvived: 


time and a proper contempt for ſo worthleſs 
an 
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an object, might have reſtored my mind to 


peace, but the death of my dear mother, 


entirely brought on her by her affection and 


care of me, was a ſtroke too ſevere for my 
weak frame. I feel I ſhall ſoon join her in 
heaven. I conſent to every thing my father 
wiſhes ; but I know the blow is given, and 


tis all in vain. His diſtreſs is all that lies 


heavy at my heart: but he has other children 
who are growing up; I hope, to be a com- 
fort to him. I ſee, Sir Charles,” added ſhe, 
cc that you feel compaſſion for our ſitua- 
tion. You are alſo a man of faſhion, yet, 
I hope, far different from the one I have 
known. Let my unhappy caſe ſink deeply 
into your mind; and may no poor deſerted 
female; may no wretched huſband or father 
ever have cauſe to execrate the name of Sir 
Charles Wentworth.“ 


ce. You may judge, ladies, what were my 
feelings: for this poor girl. I left her with 


real ſorrow. I enquired after Martin of ſome 


perſons that knew him, and heard he was juſt 
| returned 
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returned from France, and was gone to Tun 
bridge. I called two or three times to aſ 
after Miſs Smith, and heard very unfavour- 
able accounts of her health, but have never 
ſeen her ſince, till this moment; and from 
her appearance, I fear ſhe will ſoon meet 
that death ſhe has long wiſhed for.” 
Sir Charles here concluded his narrative. 
My aunt and myſelf were extremely con- 
cerned for the unfortunate Miſs Smith, and 
joined in execrations on the wretch who had 
ſo cruelly uſed her, though, alas! I am afraid 
there are but roo many under circumſtances 
ſimilar to her's, who pine in ſecret, and drop 
like a broken lily from its ſtalk: but ſurely - 
the day of retribution muſt overtake thoſe 
villains, who are worſe than common mur 
derers, though there is no puniſhment” for 
them by our laws, ſevere enough to petty 
offenders, whilſt the profligate, the ruiner of 
| innocence, the deſtroyer of domeſtio hap- 
pineſs, ſhall be applauded as a man of gal- 
lantry, and received into company by the 
VOL, I. M moſt 
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moſt virtuous of our ſex. Shame on the 
manners of the age, and to thoſe women who 
do not look with ſcorn and e on 
ſuch deſpicable wretches! bs, 


£ But, my dear Mis. Menville, I am con- 
vinced from concurring circumſtances, this 
Martin is the very fellow whoſe attentions 

you diſlike; and well may you diſlike them. 
Your good genius, or I ſhould, in truth, ſay, 
your judgment, pointed out the great un- 
worthineſs of a man who could dare utter 
fuch free ſentiments before women of cha- 
racter. I need not bid you beware of him, 
for you muſt deteſt him. Was not Miſs Ellis 
with you, I ſhould be very unhappy, for I 

hate Miſs Shepherd, yes, abſolutely hate her. 
Pray Heaven her father may "ore her down 


to him. * 


Mrs. Gaywill and her conceited ape of a 
fon give a public breakfaſt to-morrow at the 
rooms. We are invited; and J accepted 


the invitation in 1 the hope of deriving much 
enter- 
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entertainment from the folly of the latter: 
but folly is more pardonable than vice, and 
therefore not entitled to the ſame contempt, 
though we cannot forbear laughing at the 
ridicule they incur, by endeavouring to ap- 
pear for what nature never deſigned them, 
My aunt waits for me to accompany her 
on a viſit. Adieu, my charming friend, 
Think juſtly of your own merit, follow the 
dictates of your own heart, and you muſt 
and will be happy. 


Ever ſincerely yours, 


CHARLOTTE .BERTIZ. 


M 2 LETTER 


244 WOMAN AS SHE SHOULD BE. 


* 0 
1 
- 4 1 X 
* * - 24 
* J « „ 
2 4 
” " 8 
. I": | 
* 4 4 + 
5 — ; 
7 o 
- CY * * 


a 


_ LETTER XVII. 


MRS, MENVILLE TO MRS. BERTIE. 


3 ITHOUT waiting, my dear friend, 


for an anſwer to my laſt letter, I 
continue to write; for to unboſom myſelf, 
and claim your advice in my preſent dif- 


ficulties, is my only conſolation. . 


Yeſterday morning Mrs. Shepherd very 
reluctantly took leave of us: ſhe repeatedly 


told her daughter, if ſhe found her father 


very ill, ſhe would fend immediately for her; 
| and 


a 


* 
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and if recovering, ſhe might expect her i in 
three or four weeks in London, to take her 
down. Miſs looked rather grave at this 
piece of information; 3. but pleaſure evidently 
| danced in her eyes when the carriage drove 
from the houſe. Very ſoon after Mr. 
Martin and Mr. Thurkill were announced, 
The latter gentleman has frequently dined 
here of late, and has paid great attention to 
Miſs Shepherd; but 1 have not obſeryed 
any partiality on her fide : the ſeems to. flirt 
with every one alike. T hey pr opoſed, going 
to Kenſington Gardens: I | defied, to. be ex 
cuſed, intending to write my father. and 
yourſelf. Miſs Ellis, at my requeſt, ACCOM- 
panied them. They had ſcarcely left, the 
houſe, when I was moſt agreeably ſurpriſed 
by a viſit from my dear brother Harry : but 
my ſatisfaction was of ſhort duration, when : 
he informed me, that my uncle had i in De- 
vonſhire formed a connexion with a farmer's 
daughter, whom he had brought with him 
to town, and he believed intended to marry, 
as he had- that very morning made him a 
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propoſal of going to India, inſtead of en- 
tering him in the Temple, as was firſt in- 


tended. © Indeed,” added Harry, © if he 


makes good the advantageous terms he talks 
of, and can procute me the appointment, I 
ſhall greatly prefer the ſituation to the ſtudy 


of the law, and I ſee plainly he wants to get 


rid of me.“ . 

This information gave me much uncaſi- 
neſs.” Harry was ever dear to me. The 
promiſes my uncle had made in his favour 
weighed much with me on a certain occa- 


fion. I was grieved to think of parting with 


him for ſo long a voyage. He ſaw my 
emotions; and, tenderly preſſing my hand, 


N Do not be uneaſy, my dear ſiſter: the 


ſame gracious Providence protects us every 
where. I feel not the ſmalleſt repugnancy to 
acquieſce with my uncle's wiſhes: on the con- 
trary, except the pain of parting from my 


father and yourſelf, to go abroad will not 


coſt me a ſingle ſigh.” 


I preſſed 
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I preſſed him to ſtay dinner, and endeavour- 
ed to reconcile myſelf to a ſeparation which I 
foreſaw would ſoon take place. Mr. Menville 
and his party returned all to dinner at a late 
hour : apologies were made for diſhabille by 
the gentlemen; the ladies ſhook a little 
powder in their hair, without time for any 
other alteration. My huſband received my 


brother with much kindneſs : I was gratified 
by his attention to him, and tried to rally 
my ſpirits, and entertain my gueſts with 
cheerfulneſs. We were, indeed, apparently 


very happy, and pleaſed with each other. 


At tea, only Harry and Mr. Martin joined 
us; and a party was propoſed by the latter, 
to go and fee Mrs. Jordan in Beatrice, (the 
Pannel.) Harry pleaded an engagement at 
ten o'clock ; and I, having already ſeen the 
piece, declined the invitation. But ſoon; 
after, Mr. Menville and Thurkill entering 


the room, Miſs Shepherd exclaimed, Lord, 
Mrs. Menville, I wiſh you would: go:to the 
wah ; what ſignifies having. ſeen. it before, . 
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It will amuſe one for an hour or two; and 
that's all we with for.” 


The. two gentlemen juſt come into the 
room caught eagerly at her words, and in 
ſhort, having intimated in a whiſper to Miſs 
Ellis, that I wanted ſome converſation with 
my brother, the whole party went off for 
Drury-Lane. They had ſcarcely left the 
room, before Harry, looking earneſtly in my 
face, ctied, © Pray, ſiſter, what makes you 
keep that Miſs Shepherd here? I hate that 
girl: ſo much levity and art J never faw 
equalled. I never could have ſuppoſed a 
character like her's was fit to * a choſen 
friend for you. Young as I am,” added he, 
< can fee through her; and I wiſh from 
my foul you would fend her home.” 


* Upon my word, brother,” anſwered I, 
ſmiling, (with an-aching heart,) „you pre- 
tend to vaſt penetration : : but do not judge 
wich that deciſive air which too often ac- 


companies 
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companie es the judgment of young and weak 
minds. You know ſo little of the lady 1 in 
queſtion, that you muſt pardon me if I think. 
your opinion of her too haſtily formed.” 2860147 


« For your Ge” replied 62 gravely, 
] hope it may be ſo. I am not, indeed, 
much acquainted with your ſex; and tis 
my fincere wiſh that I may in this caſe Judge 
erroneouſly.” 


The ſubject now changed to his Eaſt 1 
proſpects. He ſaid his uncle had promiſed 
he would fit him out completely as a gen- 
deman, procure him a writer's place,, and 
give him a thouſand: pounds to trade with,; 3, 
— he had written to his father on the ſub⸗ 
ject that morning, and ſhould be determined 
by his advice at opinion. 


We parted ſome time before the return ok 
Mr. Menville and his friends, who came 
home in high ſpirits Mr. Martin com- 
plained of my cruelty in refuſing to ſhare in 
M 5 the 


— 
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"the amuſements of the evening, 1 Cs a flight 
"Av; but was - ſurpriſed to obſerve a par- 
ticular civility from Mr. Menville to Miſs 
Ellis, and a mighty good underſtanding be- 
tween Mr. Thurkill and Miſs Shepherd: 
I was therefore plagued with the attentions 
of Martin. 

This morning at breakfaſt, Mr. Menville 
Propoſed a party to Windſor on horſeback. 
My ſituation of courſe excluded me : Miſs 
Ellis declined the invitation.“ Well,” cried 
Miſs Shepherd, * 1 ſhould like it of all 
things; and ſince theſe ladies refuſe, I dare 
fay Miſs Chambers would like to go. You 
know Thurkill will be here preſently to hear 
our plan; and I will ſend him on to make 
her get 42851 


« Then this plan,” aid I, carcleſay, « « way 
Ne on yeſterday.“ 


cc No, not abſolutely,” anſwered Mr. 
Menville ; ; © jt was merely hinted at.” 
FT - A g on Ot f 


WOMAN AS SHE SHOULD BE. 2351 


Lou muſt know this Miſs Chambers 1$ 
diſtantly related to the Shepherds, a chamber 
milliner, a very decent looking young wo- 
man, but, I believe, under ſome pecuniary 
obligations to the Shepherds, as they treat 
her with great hauteur and familiarity, whilſt 
her modeſt deportment challenges civility. 
and countenance. Unhappy is that ſituation 
which makes the unfortunate dependent on 
the caprice of thoſe, whoſe only advantage is 
perhaps the poſſeſſion of a little wealth they. 
are wholly. undeſerving of. To make ſhort 
of the matter, Mr. Thurkill came in, was 
diſpatched on. his errand, and quickly re- 
turned with the lady's compliance; and in 
high. ſpirits they ſoon ſet. off. Miſs Ellis. 
_ retired to her. dreſſing- room to write; and I. 
was about to follow her example, when the. 
ſervant announced. Mr. Martin. N 

« My dear Mrs. Menville,” ſaid he, ap- 
proaching me in a very familiar manner, 
ce js it poſſible L find you alone! How I 
hate Menville for gallanting that wild girl. 

NM 6 about 
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about the country, and neglecting his chatm- 
ing wife!” 


+ If you- mean any compliment to me, 
Sir, at the expence of my huſband,” I gravely 
replied, you have entirely miſtaken my 
character. Mr. Menville is fo thoroughly 
indulgent to my wiſhes, that he never takes 
any ſtep but what is perfectly agreeable to 
me; and I think myſelf much obliged to 
him for attending my friends, when I cannot 
make it convenient to accompany them 


myſe lt,” 


« Devil take me, if I think ſo,” returned 
he; © but you are an unfaſhionable wife, 
fond of your huſband, fond of home, and 

indifferent to the admiration you excite, and 

the pangs you occaſion: in the boſom of your 
adorers.” _ 


* 


« A pretty rhapſody!“ ſaid I, affecting 
o ſmile. You: gay men of the world 
510 make 


r 115 ie e 8 
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make no difference between' young women 


and old married ones: but I am not to be 


ſpoiled by flattery, and at preſent have 4 
particular engagement: you will therefore 
excuſe my abſence.” I rang the bell; the 
ſervant entered; Martin looked like a fool, 
but bowed, and left the room. 


This is now, my dear friend, the unplea- 
ſant ſituation I ſtand in, compelled to ſee 
this impertinent coxcomb, and behave as uſual 
to him; otherwiſe, it may be obſerved by 

Mr. Menville, and lead to \diſagreeable ex- 
planations. The ſubject is too delicate for 
me to mention, even to Miſs Ellis; to you 
only 1 dare open my heart, and apply for 


advice, under circumſtances to which you 


are no ſtranger. Another care occupies my 
mind : I every day look forward to an event 
which may bring me new duties, or perhaps 
all me to the land of ſpirits. I am at times 
very low, yet I endeavour to appear cheer- 
ful, particularly to. Mr, Menyille, who ex- 
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We 


preſſes earneſt wiſhes for a on. May every 


thing happen which can 


A 


* 


. him plea- 


giv 


* 


ſure. 
believe me; 


1 


Let me hear from you ſoon;, and. 


EMILY MRNVILI . 


ver your's, 


4 
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LETTER XVII. 
CAPTAIN HARLEY TO MISS ELLIS. 


HEN laſt I wrote my amiable friend, 
I was extremely low, and exhauſted 
by the fatigues I had undergone ; ; but my 

_ troubles a difficulties have ſince augment- 

ed. Within a week after my laſt diſpatch, 


Lord Trueby quitted Spain, with a mind 


deeply depreſſed by remorſe and affliction. I 


had met with ſuch diſagreeable occurrences, 


that I was very anxious to leave Madrid; 


and G promiſed to accompany me in . 


a few 
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a few days. Gratitude and politeneſs car- 
ried me frequently to the Count'ss The 


charming Antonia received me always with 
evident ſatisfaction: not ſo, Donna Iſabella; 
il humour and haughtineſs fat on every fea- 


ture; and whenever I ventured on any ſub- 


je to expreſs my ſentiments, they were ſure 
of a flat contradiction from her. A conduct 
ſo marked by contempt, excited me one day 
to enquire of Antonia, how I had been ſo 


unhappy as to incur the dupleaſure of her 
liter. 


« You are an Engliſhman and a pro- 
teſtant,” replied ſhe: © from the narrow 
principles of her governeſs ſhe has unhappily 
| imbibed'a violent "hatred to both appellations. 
I refided with an aunt, ſome miles from Ma- 
did, until the death of my mother: ſhe was 


| RE-imindea and charitable : ſhe raught 


me'to hate no man for his country or re- 


ligious principles. Education, my dear 
niece,” ſhe uſed to fay, © forms our mind, 
and fixes our religion. Born in England, 
We 
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we had been proteſtants : the Engliſh, born 
and educated in Spain, would doubtleſs have 


been catholics. Good men and women of 


every nation, my dear niece, are entitled to 
our reſpect and eſteem. “ From her pre- 
cepts, added the lovely Signora, *I have 
learnt to eſteem Captain Harley: from thoſe 
of a contrary tendency, my ſiſter has im- 
bibed prejudices which no merit can alter,” 


The very next evening, which I had ſpent 
at the Count's by his particular requeſt, re- 
turning home, I was within a few yards of 
my own lodgings, when I was ſuddenly beſet 
by three men, who made repeated thruſts at 
me. Having my fword, I endeavoured to 


defend myſelf; but doubtleſs ſhould have 


been overpowered, had not a party of ſe- 
renaders come up moſt opportunely to my 
aſſiſtance. The aſſaſſins fled, but not till I 
had received two deep wounds; one in my 
ſhoulder, the other on my left hip. The 
perſons who came fo timely to fave my life, 
| | 7 On- 
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conveyed me fainting into the houſe. A ſur- 
geon was ſent for, and my wounds dreſſed, 
which he pronounced dangerous. The next 
morning I had a viſit from the Count. He 
had heard of the accident, or rather aſſaſ- 
ſination, and came with expreſſions of the 
kindeſt concern for himſelf and eldeſt daugh- 
ter. I was too ill to acknowledge the ho- 
nour he did me; and continued for four 
days in a very doubtful ſtate. The fifth 
my ſurgeons gave me hopes of recovery: 
and, in ſhort, at the expiration of nine 
days I was pronounced out of danger; the 
fever was reduced, and the wounds in a very 
favourable way. The tenth morning after 
my illneſs, my ſervant brought me the fol- 
lowing letter. 
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ANTONTA TO CAPTAIN HARLEY. 


« AH! Captain Harley, I ſhall never 
forgive myſelf. I have been, though inno- 
cently, the cauſe of the vile outrage you have 
met with. Jealouſy, in this country, is often 

7 attended 
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e with fatal effects to the object of i it. 
The Duke de Solis has long loved me; but 
his paſſion was to me deteſtable; his cha- 
racter, his perſon, his principles, all were 
diſagreeable. With my ſiſter he was a fa- 
vourite: ſhe warmly eſpouſed his intereſt. 

Unhappily, the civilicies which your merit 
demanded, ſhe imputed to a different cauſe. 
She more than once upbraided me for a de- 
grading partiality, which no aſſertions of 
mine could remove from her mind. She 
acquainted the Duke with her conjectures. 
He, proud, revengeful, and furious, reſolved 
to have you murdered. Tou know what 


followed. 


« Yeſterday morning one of the Duke's 
ſervants informed my maid of his maſter's 
crimes ; inſolently adding, * that, although 
you had eſcaped this time, your life ſhould 
be the forfeit, if you dared to viſit me.“ 
This menace, from another man, I might 


have 9 but I know the Duke: and 
under 


= 
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under that conviction J have of his baſeneſs, 
I beſeech you, (however reluctantly, for in- 

deed it is with reluctance I make the requeſt,) 

J beſeech you to leave Madrid. I ſhould 
be the moſt miſerable of human beings, if 
any accident happened to you; ſo would 
my father. O, then, moſt amiable man, 
leave us: quit your ſincere friends: ſpare us 
the affiction, the miſery of being the cauſe 
of your death, a reflection I never could fur- 
vive. That deteſtable Duke! I never will 
be his: a nunnery or death is for preferable 
to char thought. Adieu, then: do not for- 
| get us: perhaps in happier days v we may 
meet again. Yet, no! that is a felicity I can 
6 never, neyer hope for. Adieu, then, for 
ever, amiable Harley; haſten from Madrid, 
if you wiſh me peace; and may your God, 
and my God, who is the ſame beneficent 
Being, ever bleſs and preſerve you. 


ANTONIA.” 


Judge 
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Judge, my dear Miſs Ellis, how I was 
affected by this letter. I determined to fol- 
low the advice of the charming writer, and 
quit Spain, Clayton Tee; fell i in with my. 


views. 


The firſt moment I could bear the car- 
riage, I was conveyed to. the. Count? s pa- 
lace. He took a very affectionate Toons of 
me: and when I advanced to pay my re- 
ſpects to his daughters, the lovely Antonia 
could not command her emotions. She 
burſt into tears, and, with a bleſſing ſcarcely, 
articulate, left the room. Her ſiſter follow-. 
ed, with a cold compliment and averted 
looks. We returned to our lodgings. My 
heart was deeply oppreſſed; but the next 
morning we quitted Madrid, where I had 
ſeen only diſtreſs and melancholy ſcenes; 
and we reſolved to bend our courſe to- 
wards Switzerland. After a long and te- 


dious } journey, we are now ſafely arrived at 
Geneva. 


3 I will 


— 
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I will not attempt to entertain you by 


any deſcription of the hair-breadth eſcapes 


we had in our travels; much leſs with an 


account of the countries, towns, and villages, 


we paſſed through. Every place is already 
ſo well deſcribed in the writings of many 


eminent men, that 1 will not treſpaſs on your 


time and judgment by leſs accurate obſer- 
vations. Beſides, to ſay truth, my heart was 


too much occupied in its ſorrows and painful 
reflections, to admit of amuſement, even from 


ſome very beautiful and wonderful ſcenes 
which paſſed under my eye, though few could 


exceed, or indeed equal, the enchanting ſpot 
we now reſide at. We have hired a bouſe 


on the banks of the lake; and here, in a 
mild evening, the parting ſun playing on 
the water, the happy ruſtics dancing on the 
banks, the view of the city on one ſide, 
and the wild romantic hills on the other, 


are altogetker truly l and beau- 
tiful. 


In 
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In your laſt letter, my dear Miſs Ellis, 
you inform me of your arrival in town, and 
kindly- give me an entertaining account of 
your ſeveral viſitors. It is not my cuſtom - 
to ſpeak freely of the ladies; yet, I muſt 
own, I do not like Miſs Shepherd; and why 
Mr. Menville ſhould ſele& ſuch a com- 
panion for his amiable wife, I cannot di- 
vine. I think it rather ſingular, too, that 
your viſitors are all of the male kind; but 
perhaps, by this time, 7 ſociety is en- 
larged. 


My heart is always with you; and I never 
can ſufficiently acknowledge the friendſhip 
of my worthy Clayton, in attaching himfelf 
to a companion ſo melancholy, and fo little 
capable of profiting by his kind endeavours 
to amuſe me. Your letters are the only 
pleaſures which affect my ſoul; and though 
accompanied by painful emotions, yet theſe 
pains are far more deſirable than any amuſe- 
ments the gaiety of the world can offer. 
Write, 
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Write, then, my ſweet friend; write, I con- 


Jure vou, very often. Probably we ſhall 


remain ſome. time here; but, wherever we 
go, whatever country we ſhall inhabit, my 
mind, my thoughts, will be invariably fixed 
on you and your beloved companion. May 
every bleſſing Heaven can beſtow attend 
you both. 


FRED ERIC HARLEY, 


LETTER 


* 
* 
- 
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MRS. BERTIE TO MRS, MENVILLE, _ _ 


; 4 „ 
HAVE this moment received your let- 
ter, my dear Mrs. Menville, but I poſt- 

pone my remarks for the preſent, until I have 
acquainted you with ſome particular occur- 
rences s which have et to myſelf 
8 

In my laſt, I nfl you of Mrs. Gap. 
will's public breakfaſt ; my aunt and ſelf at- 
tended, a very large company was aſſembled, ' 
and to do the lady juſtice, the tables were ſet 
out very elegantly. Mrs. Hamwood and 
VOL. I, Ne - her 
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her two daughters, who I mentioned to you 
as our next door neighbours, were of the 
party; they were dreſſed in a moſt extrava- 
gant ſtyle, ſhewy, tawdry, and expenſive, 
but not genteel ; however, young Gaywill, 
who is quite a coxcomb in dreſs, appeared 
particularly delighted with the two young. 
ladies; the youngeſt is really a pretty girl, 
and not quite ſo affected 4s the mother and 
elder ſiſter ; but the latter attracted Gaywill. 
His mother (who I ſuſpect of a deſign on 
me, though older than her ſon) was greatly 
mortified at what ſhe called a ſtrange prefe- 
-rence; but alas! for the firſt time ſhe found 
her authority diſputed; the young man ſtuck 
 2cloſe to the lady; ſhe was obliged to buſtle 
aabout, and pay attention to every body her- 
ſelf, and as it fortunately happened, no one 
preſent regretted the preference, the enter- 
-tainment paſſed off very: well; the happy 
young lady, gratified by the great attention 
of the founder of the feaſt, ſwam about the 
room with ſuch exultation, that really it was 
diverting to the higheſt degree. Sir Charles 
. 3 Wentworth, 


WOMAN As SHE SHOULD' BE. 267 


Wentworth, who was of our party, had been 
called off by ſome gentleman; he now ap- 
proached us with an elderly man of very 
reſpectable appearance; ; he fixed his eyes on 


me with ſuch an expreſſion of earneſtneſs, 


that I felt extremely confuſed ; Sir Charles 
introduced him as a particular friend of his, 


juſt arrived from the continent, but never 


named-him, which I then thought extraordi- 


nary : however, we left the entertainment 
together; they conducted us home, and be- 


ing invited by my aunt, entered the houſe. 
After we were ſeated in the drawing · room, 


Sir Charles came up to me, and wich a ſeri- 
Nee 8 1 


c Nina bb 1 . 
ſume to introduce, in the perſon of my 
friend, a gentleman who claims a connexion 


with you, and longs to embrace Wa as 4 


near relation.“ 


„ 4 of mine!“ 1 1 


« for heaven's ſake, what is his name? 


1 The 


1 tony — r n —— . 


4. 
7 
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The gentteman now aroſe, and advancing, 


took my paſſive hand, and bowing on it, 


« My name, dear lady, is Sackville; I came 
from RH, and Prein to claim you as 
my niece.” 


EK Mr: Bertie's uncle! K faintly: articu- 


lated; l 


cc Wins) and your's alſo, . if you will allow 


me e che 2 he . 


411 eee to recover myſelf. « You 
do me an honour, fir, I will try to deſerve; 


it will be my pride to be found worthy the 
diſtinction. My aunt payed him every 


civility and attention. He told us, that hav- 
ing loſt an only daughter, about eight months 
ago, 1t had greatly impaired his health; and 
Liſbon growing very hateful to him, where 


every obje& reminded him of his misfortune, 


he took the reſolution to come over to Eng- 

land, and enquire after me, as he had no 

relations alive, neither in the Weſt-Indies nor 
in 
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in Liſbon, That taking Bath in his way to 
London, he had met with Sir Charles Went-- 
worth, whom he had formerly known abroad; 
and being perſuaded to accompany him to 
| Mr. Gaywill's breakfaſt, had the pleaſure 'of _ 
hearing, I was. there, hut did not. chuſe to he 
introduced too nn nor in * Public 


| room. 


Fou may be aſſured, my dear Mrs. Men- 
ville, that after the firſt diſtreſſing ſenſations: 
were over, I rejoiced in the acquiſition of a 

relation ſo worthy and reſpectable. My 

uncle and aunt were delighted with him, and 
he ſpends moſt of his time in amuſing the 
former, who, I am grieved to ſay, receives: 
no benefit from our Bath excurſion. Yeſter- | 
day morning, I was in the breakfaſt parlour- 
alone, when Mr. Sackville came in; he feat» 
ed himſelf by me, and after. a little common: 
chat; ſaid, I feel highly gratified at the 
compliment you pay to the. memory of my 
unfortunate nephew, by refuſing, as J hear. 
you have done, ſo many advantageous offers, 
N | and. 
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and by your very kind reception of me. 
He well deſerved to be remembered, for 

never man ſpoke i in ſuch raptures of a wo- 
man, as he uſed to do of his charming wife. 
I beg your pardon my dear niece, for giving 

you thoſe emotions (I could not command 
my tears) but there is a man, and the only 
man 1 know, deſerving you, or - worthy to 
ſucceed poor Bertie, which is Sir Charles 
Wentworth.” "gh BEI 


| « S Sir Charles Wentworth,” I exclaimed. 


« Yes, my dear madam, he loves you 
with the tendereſt affection; but ſuppoſing 
himſelf and fortune unworthy your accept- 
ance, has condemned his tongue to ſilence, 
yet I am fure you have judgment ſufficient 
to diſcover his merit; and as to any difficul- 
ties on the ſcore of fortune, thank heaven I 
can remove them; tell me then, my dear 
niece, what is your opinion of Sir Charles?“ 


c Indeed 
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FAN lage, fir,” I replied; « I am ſo much 
| e by the firſt part of your addreſs, as 
to be entirely incapable of per . to your 
queſtion, which 1 is TY otros 7 $4 


oe Well, EI ſaid be, Hung KS! will not 
preſs you farther now, but pray conſiller what 
J have ſaid on a ſubject very near my heart, 
and on which depends the happineſs of a 
moſt ae man whos 1 Sy ne 2 


When he left the apartment I was 3 
affected; the remembrance of Mr. Bertie, 
which he had revived in a very painſul man- 
ner; the abrupt information reſpecting Sir 
Charles Wentworth, of which, I declare to 
you, I had not the ſmalleſt ſuſpicion, altoge- 
ther rendered me incapable of following him 
to the drawing-room. I retired to my own 
apartment, and did not join the company till 
ſummoned to dinner. As nothing particular 
was addreſſed to me, I recovered my ſpirits, 
which ſoon after ſuffered a dreadful alarm; 

” a the 
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dae table Was ſcarcely, cleared, when my: 
uacle, with a heavy gh, fell from his chair 


in a fit; you may ęaſily conceive our terror; 
near three hours paſſed before he was per- 
fectly reſtored ; I fat up all night, as my aunt 
could not be perſuaded. to go to bed; thank 

heaven he is much hetter this morning. Sir 
Charles and Mr. Sackville perſuade him to 


| try Briſtol, and afterwards to take a journey 


to the Spa; he inclines much more to viſit 


- Liſbon, but from that voyage they earneſtly 
diſſuade him; I ſuppoſe his determination 


will not be very ſudden, but I hope he will, 


25 have no return of his late attack. 


And now, my dear Mrs. Menville,.I turn: 
to your letter, where almoſt every line gives 


me concern; that you ſhould be obliged to 


invite that Miſs Shepherd is a horrid thing, 


and yet certainly it was moſt prudent to com- 


ply with your huſband's requeſt; but permit 
me to give you one hint, which is, that as far 
as your ſituation will admit of it without 


3 | | over i 
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over fatigue, I would adviſe you to be of 
their pleaſurable parties; I could adduce 
many reaſons in ſupport of that advice, but 
as they might not be very pleaſant in their 
applications, I refer to your own good ſenſe 
and judgment, to diſcover the motives which 
"Induce me to make the requeſt. Should my 
uncle determine to go abroad, I as certainly _ 
hall determine to accompany him, for 1 

would not leave my aunt to bear her anxiety 
alone, for the world; but in that caſe, I will 
ſteal two or three days previous to our de- 
parture, and fly to London, that I may em- 
brace the friend of my heart, ſhould the me- 
tropolis not be in our route. Adieu, my 
dear Mrs. Menville; pray continue to write 
on without reſtraint, till you hear from, 
or ſee me. 


Ever your's, 
CHARLOTTE BERTIE. 
I am this inſtant informed, beau Gaywill is 


gone to Scotland with the eldeſt Mifs Ham- 
| wood; 


WOMAN. AS SHE SHOULD BE. 


274 


2 
G 
* 
5 
— 
8 
= 
8 
whe 
8 
F. 
&: 
= 
Cy 


CL 
8 
80 

. 
I 
Q- Q 

2: 
4 

8 5 
& e 

1 * 

2 Q 
a 

or” 

8 
2 
E 8 
2 
2 3 

E 

8 

S2 

3 
= © 


a duchels—they have made quick 


f 
It. 


rving o 


work of 


ſe 


zu D OF vol. 1. 


„ . 
IosrpUBLISEHE p, 


Fl 


2 , 5 8 4 E - 5 ; 
* 8 1 14 1 5 * H E 4 ' 1 * 5 2 SY * % | 
< * k g _ : : 
4 4 4s x Wo 2 , 


_ . NOBLE' ENTHUSIAST; 


MODERN ROMANCE: 


| 8 
&” 4 PAL r Ween co * ” 7 % 2 : by 


IN THREE VOLUMES. 


. 8 * 


I took: it for a fairy viſion % 
Of ſome gay creature of the element, | 
That in the colours of the rainbow /ives, 
And plays i th” plighted'clouds. | 
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